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(Harrisburg) -- The budget recently signed by Governor Corbett, relies on some one-time funding sources, plus

assumed savings, but some are wondering if more problems are ahead, on the other side of the equation.

Revenue came in lower than expected in the fiscal year that ended June 30th, leaving lawmakers with a $1.4 billion

deficit to close.

As for next year, the Independent Fiscal Office estimates growth of about three percent, including a five percent jump

in income tax collections.

But political science professor Chris Borick, Director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion, says he's

not sure how much you can trust the numbers.

"And I think we've seen that in the last few budget cycles. It's not just a one time deal. We're starting to see this more regularly. Which re

pressure to make these things act more in accordance with what really happens rather than what is hoped for.

Borick says it's always the opposing party that questions rosy revenue estimates, and Democrats may push for changes this time.

Matthew Knittel, Director of the Independent Fiscal Office, says revenue projections have been off because no model could predict the ty

the U.S. is experiencing.

He says when conditions stabilize, forecasts may become more reliable.

"That hasn't worked. The current recovery is very, very different from prior recoveries and we're trying to pin down why that's the case an

we're hoping for."

Knittel says he doesn't see the situation as systemic, but calls this uncharted territory.

Governor Corbett's office did not respond to multiple requests for comment for this story by deadline.
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«	Andrew	Sullivan	Makes	Up	Jesus
The	Pastoral	MBT

July	18,	2014(2014‐07‐18T11:10:23+00:00)	By	David	Mills<http://www.patheos.com/blogs/davidmills/author/dmills/>

An	historical	curiosity	from	my	friend	William	Tighe,	a	vast	repository	of	information	about
European	history,	including	its	religious	history,	and	including	the	odder	corners	of	that.	He
teaches	at	Muhlenberg	College.	Here	he’s	writing	on	“British	Orthodoxy.”	The	signi icance	of
1994	is	that	in	that	year	the	Church	of	England	voted	to	ordain	women	ministers,	to	the
dismay	of	its	conservative	wing

I	received	the	little	quarterly	bulletin/newsletter	Anglo‐Orthodoxy	during	the	years	that
it	was	published,	1982	to	1994.		It	was	the	publication	of	a	group	of	Church	of	England
enthusiasts	for	Orthodoxy,	largely	clerical,	a	number	of	whom	became	Orthodox	in	and
after	1994	(when	the	Anglo‐Orthodox	Society	dissolved	itself,	and	the	journal	ceased
publication),	but	a	surprising	number	of	whom	remained	in	the	Church	of	England.

They	tended	to	give	a	good	deal	of	attention	to	rather	marginal	Orthodox	groups	such	as
the	Eglise	Orthodoxe	Gallicane	de	France,	founded	in	the	1940s	by	French	“independent
clergy”	and	in	the	years	since	then	sometimes	in	communion	with	one	or	another
canonical	Orthodox	churches	(the	Russian	Church	in	Exile	for	some	years	and	then,	after
a	hiatus,	with	the	Romanian	Church),	but	usually,	and	for	the	last	20+	years,	in
communion	with	nobody	but	themselves.		(They	had	recreated	a	version	of	the
pre‐Carolingian	“Gallican	Liturgy,”	and	were	often	accused	by	some	suspicious	Orthodox
as	having	“occult”	or	“theosophical”	tendencies.)

I	recall	that	they	devoted	a	good	deal	of	attention	to	the	reception	by	the	Copts	in	ca.
1992	of	the	“British	Orthodox	Church/Catholicosate	of	Glastonbury”	into	their	fold,	and	I
also	recall,	vaguely,	some	interesting	articles	by	Fr.	Farrington	on	the	move,	and	why	it
was	more	expedient	for	them	to	hitch	up	to	the	Copts	rather	than	to	any	Chalcedonian
Orthodox	church.

A	friend	on	at	least	one	occasion	attended	their	Catholicos’	liturgy	in	the	80s.		He	said
that	it	was	attended	by,	besides	himself,	four	elderly	ladies,	one	elderly	man,	and	seven
dogs.		He	also	opined	that	the	people	with	whom	he	had	occasion	to	speak	afterwards
were	“harmless	eccentrics.”

You	may	also	like	‐
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University Directory Daily News Liberal Arts Degree News Liberal Arts Schools
Address Skills Gap With Experiential Learning

By Rebecca Strong
Posted July 20, 2014 01:00 PM

While most college students grapple with
concerns about their potential employment
following graduation, liberal arts majors often
face particularly worrisome odds. Fortunately,
a recent study by the National Association of
Colleges and Employers found that conditions
have certainly improved, with more graduates
holding a bachelor's degree in
communications, visual and performing arts
or related disciplines receiving job offers this
year than in 2013.

However, in an ultra-competitive job market, the pressure is still on for students to acquire the
skills that companies demand - and for schools to provide them.

Gaining an Employable Edge

This urgency is especially evident from a new Northeastern University report, which revealed
that a staggering 90% of executives believe college grads lack the most important skills
required for success.

So in which areas is competence key? A 2013 survey by technology staffing firm Burning Glass
Technologies found that liberal arts students can boost their employability and starting salary by
adding social media, marketing, computer programming, sales, business, graphic design, data
analysis or IT networking to their resumes.

"Despite the high unemployment rate for liberal arts graduates, we are seeing that the skills
they possess are in-demand when coupled with specific technical skills," said Burning Glass
CEO Matthew Sigelman in a press release. "Employers report a strong need for recent
graduates who possess skills such as writing, adaptability, and problem solving. When
combining these skills with workforce-specific competencies, a liberal arts education becomes
highly valuable."

Giving Graduates Greater Educational Value

Already, forward-thinking schools are eagerly looking for ways to close this gap by adding
experiential learning initiatives, which offer students the kind of practical knowledge that makes
them more attractive to hiring managers. Time magazine reported that both Northeastern
University and Mount Holyoke College allow students to gain hands-on experience with
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employers in their fields before graduating, while Bowdoin College implemented a lecture
series called "A Crash Course on Practical Skills," which was headlined by the school's
president.

Muhlenberg College has also been attempting to boost the employability of liberal arts majors
by offering a two-week program on accounting, marketing, analytics, human resources and
communications through simulated business situations, The Morning Call reports. The crash
course includes interviewing and networking tips.

Meanwhile, other institutions are leveraging the help of outside technology companies like
Fullbridge, which Time explained conducts on-campus workshops on finance, business
analysis, sales and other subjects. Georgetown University, Brown University, the University of
Southern California and a multitude of other institutions have partnered with the startup Koru to
provide students with a chance to train under executive coaches and work to address
real-world problems.

Some institutions are taking this issue to a new level of consideration. Two years ago, Wake
Forest University held a national conference called "Rethinking Success," which was aimed at
reassessing the value of a liberal arts degree in today's world. In her keynote address at the
conference, former Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice emphasized that schools need to
rethink their educational standards.

"Sometimes the most successful institutions are the last ones to adapt to new realities," said
Rice, as quoted by The Morning Call, "and so our challenge is to adapt to the new challenges
without losing the core of who we are."

We recommend

Directory Template

Bachelor’s Degrees with Starting Pay Over $70,000 A Year

Nursing School Removes Controversial Dress Code Signs, Clarifies Position

Brown University President Orders Review of Controversial Lecture

Recommended by

U.S. News School Rankings
Best Colleges
Best Graduate Schools
Online Education
National College Ranking
USNews.com

Services
Associate's Degrees
Bachelor’s Degrees
Master’s Degrees
Doctorate Degrees
Online Certificate Programs

Resource Center
Video
Choosing the Right Sch
Going Back to School
Paying For School
Online Education
Daily News
Careers
Military Education

Liberal Arts Schools Address Skills Gap With Experiential Learning http://www.usnewsuniversitydirectory.com/articles/liberal-arts-schools-a...

3 of 4 7/21/2014 1:56 PM



 

A Carbon Tax Even Republicans Can Support - Bloomberg View http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2014-07-21/a-carbon-tax-even-...

1 of 3 7/21/2014 1:56 PM



A Carbon Tax Even Republicans Can Support - Bloomberg View http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2014-07-21/a-carbon-tax-even-...

2 of 3 7/21/2014 1:56 PM



 

A Carbon Tax Even Republicans Can Support - Bloomberg View http://www.bloombergview.com/articles/2014-07-21/a-carbon-tax-even-...

3 of 3 7/21/2014 1:56 PM



(http://ads.pennlive.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.pennlive.com/midstate/2014/07/tom_wolf_tom_corbett_pa_gubern.html/199955208/Tower
/PENNLIVE/default/empty.gif/774769313756504e633159414142474c)(http://www.pennlive.com/)

Menu Set Weather (http://ads.pennlive.com
/RealMedia
/ads/click_lx.ads
/www.pennlive.com
/midstate
/2014/07
/tom_wolf_tom_corbett_pa_gubern.html
/33980685
/SponsorRight
/PENNLIVE
/default
/empty.gif
/774769313756504e633159414142474c)

SearchSign In
Subscribe

Print (http://blog.pennlive.com/midstate_impact/print.html?entry=/2014/07
/tom_wolf_tom_corbett_pa_gubern.html)

(http://ads.pennlive.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.pennlive.com/midstate/2014/07/tom_wolf_tom_corbett_pa_gubern.html/931271452/StoryAd/PENNLIVE/default/empty.gif/774769313756504e633159414142474c)

Gov. Tom Corbett and Democratic challenger Tom Wolf of York County should have very different strategies for their summer
campaigns, analysts said.

(http://connect.pennlive.com/staff/ckauffman/index.html) By Christina Kauffman |
ckauffman@pennlive.com (http://connect.pennlive.com/staff/ckauffman/posts.html)
Email the author | Follow on Twitter (https://twitter.com/shewritesitdown)

on July 21, 2014 at 8:00 AM, updated July 21, 2014 at 10:44 AM

Pennsylvania's two gubernatorial candidates are likely to spend the rest of the summer
showing voters how little they share beyond their common forenames
(http://blog.pennlive.com/capitol-notebook/2014/07
/wolf_corbett_go_negative_in_new.html).

The hotter months have historically represented a lull in campaign activity before a
rush starts in September, nine weeks out from the November election
(http://www.votespa.com/portal/server.pt/community/register_to_vote
/13518).

But with Republican incumbent Gov. Tom Corbett (http://topics.pennlive.com
/tag/tom%20corbett/) lagging behind Democratic challenger Tom Wolf
(http://search.pennlive.com/Tom+Wolf/1/all/?date_range=w3) in at least
four post-primary polls, analysts and party insiders said it should be a busy summer.

"Corbett can't wait for that mad sort of rush after Labor Day," said G. Terry
Madonna (http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2014/07
/tom_corbett_budget_tom_wolf_st.html), Director of the Franklin & Marshall
College Poll and professor of Public Affairs at Franklin & Marshall College. "He has two
ads (http://blog.pennlive.com/capitol-notebook/2014/07
/wolf_corbett_go_negative_in_new.html) running right now... It's unusual to
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see them this early, and I don't think the governor has any choice."

Stay away from the mess

Staring at the deficit in the polls, Corbett has over the past few weeks taken some of his
boldest moves (http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2014/07
/budget_signed_but_is_a_special.html) as governor, miffing his same-party
legislative leaders and going rogue with a campaign to link pension costs to property
taxes and pass pension reform, Madonna said.

Corbett needs to use the summer to garner attention, Madonna said, while Wolf's plans
should read just about the opposite.

"Wolf is playing a little friendly game of 'Rope a Dope (http://www.pennlive.com
/midstate/index.ssf/2014/07/budget_signed_but_is_a_special.html),'"
Madonna said. "Since Tom Corbett and his legislature are in a fight, (Wolf) is doing the
'Fresh Start' tour and going around smiling at everybody. Why should he make it
partisan when Republicans are in a fight with each other? So what's his strategy? When
your opponents are in a tizzy, you just stay away from it."

Wolf will continue smiling while Corbett's swinging, but insiders will be taking polls to
see if Corbett's ads are hurting Wolf, Madonna said. If such a time arises, Wolf will go
"full-bore" with a media campaign against Corbett, Madonna said.

The single pro-Wolf ad running at the time of publication was paid for by the Campaign
for a Fresh Start, headed by Wolf ally and former candidate Katie McGinty
(http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2014/06
/pa_democrats_divided_over_lead.html).

The tougher side of Corbett

After they failed to pass pension
reform, Corbett ticked off
legislators
(http://www.pennlive.com

/midstate/index.ssf/2014/07/legislators_not_rushing_back_t.html) by
using the line-item veto to strike some of their General Assembly funding from the state
budget.

While those legislative leaders are Republicans, it's unlikely that GOP voters will punish
Corbett out of allegiance to the legislature, said analyst Chris Borick, professor of
Political Science and director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion.

The legislature is also unpopular in polls, he said.

The governor needed to look forceful and show leadership qualities, and the best way
for him to do that was to lash out at the performance of the legislature, he said.

"Obviously that strategy comes with baggage and the possibility of alienating leaders of
his own party, but obviously he felt that risk was one to take," Borick said.

The press conference at which Corbett announced the vetoes was one of the first times
voters were able to see the governor frustrated and aggressive, Borick said. That
deliberately "stronger" side is one voters are likely to see more of into the fall, Borick
said.

Any move Corbett makes as governor will be viewed through the lens of a campaign. If
legislature isn't willing to help Corbett by passing his agenda, Corbett is free to castigate
the legislators, Borick said.

They might make better targets than Wolf, who has already undergone trial by fire with
Democratic opponents in the primary (http://www.pennlive.com/midstate
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/index.ssf/2014/04/wolf_attacked_on_his_support_o.html), Borick said.

Taking on the legislature has its low points in terms of the ability to work with them in
the short term, but there will be no long term for the governor if he doesn't get
re-elected, Borick said.

"If he is able to come back and win, he'll have tons of political capital at that point,"
Borick said. "He can mend all the fences he wants. If the good fight is with the
legislature, he's got to take the fight. He has nothing to lose."

Some county-level Republicans might feel slightly betrayed by the governor and might
not enthusiastically work for him this fall, but they probably won't work against him,
Borick said.

Other Republicans are pleased Corbett attacked the legislature and are thinking, 'This is
the governor we've been waiting for,' Borick said.

"He's saying, 'Look at me,'" Borick said. "And that's what you have to do, get people
looking at you. A problem is that there are people in the state who consider him an
afterthought, that he's a dead man walking."

"I think that's his mission this summer, to give a perception that he remains a viable
candidate in this race."

Madonna said most candidates who run on an 'anti-Harrisburg' platform aren't
politicians in Harrisburg, but Corbett's trying to make such a strategy work as an
incumbent.

"Tom Corbett, running for a second term, is running against Harrisburg," Madonna
said. "Usually at this point you're defending the fact you're in Harrisburg."

Hitting the road

Corbett campaign spokesman Chris Pack (http://search.pennlive.com
/Chris+Pack/) said Corbett will in the coming weeks continue to travel the state to
call for pension reform as governor. As a candidate, he'll be arguing that Wolf doesn't
want pension reform because he takes money from public unions that oppose it, Pack
said.

Though Republicans have the majorities in both chambers, Pack said pension reform
could pass if Wolf and McGinty weren't convincing Democrats in the House and Senate
"to stand united in opposing Governor Corbett at every turn."

Wolf supports the defined benefit plan, but pensions are only such a "big problem"
because the state hasn't been paying its fair share toward local school districts under
Corbett's administration, said Jeff Sheridan (http://www.pennlive.com
/midstate/index.ssf/2014/05/california_billionaire_tom_ste.html), Wolf's
press secretary.

Wolf's summer campaign stops will focus on his "Made in Pennsylvania" manufacturing
plan and its proposals to boost manufacturing in the state, Sheridan said.
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By Alan Neuhauser July 21, 2014 | 10:25 a.m. EDT + More

A new study shows the public doesn’t trust government to use money
effectively without direction.

Exhaust rises from a power plant in September 2013 outside Pittsburgh. A survey finds that while most
Americans oppose a carbon tax in general, they broadly support it if its revenue is tied to a specific
cause.

A survey released Monday reveals most Americans – across all political parties – support a tax on
carbon emissions if the money it raises is directly spent on a specific cause, such as research into
renewable energy.

Barry Rabe, a professor environmental policy at the University of Michigan, and Christopher Borick,
director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion, published the results, along with David
Amdur, 38, a professor of economic and finance at Muhlenberg who died before the work was published.
Amdur was killed May 31 in an accident while doing yard work at his home in Pennsylvania, which he
shared with his wife of eight years, Sharon, and their son and daughter.

From March 24 to April 9, the trio surveyed 798 people. Amdur was the first to take a crack and cleaning
and analyzing the data.

 [STUDY: Chemical in W.Va. Spill More Toxic Than Thought]

“We met on a Tuesday, and I didn’t expect him to have anything done for a couple weeks, but he had
gone ahead and started writing,” Borick describes.

Just days after Amdur’s death later, his wife contacted the two professors.

“She was checking his emails and saw this email chain that we had, and she looked at the file and said,
‘Hey, you guys, I’m sure you’re working on this – maybe there’s stuff you want to continue,” Borick
recounts.

The results were illuminating. While most voters and politicians see a carbon tax as a political non-starter
– “carbon taxes have never polled any well, and that’s probably something of an understatement,” Borick
says – the survey found broad support for a tax if its revenue was tied to a specific initiative.

“The numbers move around pretty substantially,” Rabe says.

Most Americans Support Carbon Tax When Revenue Is Earmarked - US... http://www.usnews.com/news/articles/2014/07/21/most-americans-suppo...
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Most voters oppose a tax on carbon emissions if the revenue it would raise isn't earmarked for a specific
purpose.

Voters across all parties broadly support a carbon tax if it supports further investment in renewable
energy, the survey finds.

[READ: Offshore Wind Blows Toward New Jersey]

Using carbon-tax revenue to support renewable energy programs attracted the strongest support, the
survey found, winning wide majorities across Democratic, Republican and independent voters. More than
half of those surveyed also backed using tax revenue to provide rebate checks to the public.

Using carbon tax revenue for deficit reduction, though, was broadly opposed: 55 percent of Democrats
and 63 percent of Republicans said they would not back a carbon tax for that purpose. 

“The way you construct the actual use of the funds makes all the difference in terms of public attitude,”
Borick says. The tax “need not be considered something that is politically untenable.”

Instead, he continues, the key is “framing it in a way that allows individuals to have some sort of
satisfaction with where the revenue goes."

And that makes all the difference when it comes to understanding the wide gap in support for investment
in renewable energy versus investment in deficit reduction.

“Those results showed the American public is aware that if we’re going to be successful in lessening our
dependence on fossil fuels, one way to get there is to leverage fossil-fuel use through a carbon tax to
help find those answers,” Borick says. And while most Americans see the country’s deficit as also a
problem, “there’s too much doubt about the political process and the workings of Washington to give
them a sense that the revenue would not go into a black hole.”

[ALSO: Oil Mining Triggering Quakes in Oklahoma, Study Finds]

Rabe and Borick say they plan to continue plumbing the data from the survey – there’s even more
analysis that Amdur conducted that they hope to further examine release soon.

“I’m kind of egged on by this to explore these survey results,” Rabe says. “They raise some larger
questions, and that is, how do Americans feel more generally about taxation when they can link it to
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Voters across all political parties say they would not back a carbon tax if its revenue went toward
decreasing the country's spending deficit, the survey says.

+ More
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revenue,” Rabe says.

TAGS: energy, energy policy and climate change, global warming, taxes, greenhouse gases, University of
Michigan

Alan Neuhauser is an energy, environment and STEM reporter for U.S. News & World
Report. You can follow him on Twitter or reach him at aneuhauser@usnews.com.
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Lawmakers scramble on child immigration

Comments 0 Email Share Tweet 35

WASHINGTON—

— Questions continue to swirl around the young immigrants flooding across the border, forcing congressmen to
scramble for scarce details, including information on the children's whereabouts.

On Tuesday, Lehigh Valley Congressman Charlie Dent is heading to western Berks County, where a Christian
children's ministry has been sheltering up to 32 children at a time since mid-June.

The facility isn't in his district — it's in neighboring Rep. Jim
Gerlach's district. But Dent and Rep. Pat Meehan are joining fellow
Republican Gerlach to tour Bethany Children's Home and meet
some of the Central American children there.

» The latest on traffic, delays and road construction delivered to
your mobile phone. Click to sign up to receive text alerts!

The Womelsdorf facility is at least the second Pennsylvania location
that is housing and caring for some of the more than 57,000
unaccompanied children who have crossed the southern border
since October. KidsPeace, a national nonprofit based in the Lehigh
Valley, began its program last year.

Bethany Children's Home CEO Kevin Snyder said in an interview
that his facility made 32 beds available for the young immigrants last
month. The children — who range in age from 4 to 14 — have been
staying for an average of 10 to 12 days before being connected with
relatives living elsewhere in the United States.

So far, Bethany has united about 60 children with family members in
Ohio, New Jersey and other states.

"This is one of biggest crises involving children since the Civil War,
when we were founded," Snyder said. "Our part of this puzzle is to
give these children a safe place and get them back with their
families."

MORE STORIES >>

MORE PENNSYLVANIA NEWS

Air Products hopeful new helium law will work

Pennsylvania Turnpike speed limit to hit 70 mph
on 100-mile stretch

Police: Fake cop scolds motorcyclist for speeding

Tuition going up at University of Pittsburgh

At Expungement Expo, lawyers try to clear
records

Tea party to protest influx of unaccompanied
foreign children

Two Pa. congressmen keep pressure on VA

Corbett talks pensions in Lower Macungie,
fundraises with Gov. Jindal in North Whitehall

Protest and Counter-Protest at KidsPeace

Protesting Immigrant children

RELATED

68° F

2RecommendRecommend

Protest and Counter-Protest at KidsPeace
About 100 members of the Lehigh Valley Tea Party showed up in front of KidsPeace in Fountain Hill to
protest the potential arrival of immigrant children. Across the street community members rallied in favor...

HOME NEWS COMMUNITIES POLICE VIDEOS SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT LIFE OPINION BLOGS OBITS

30kLikeLikeSign In

Child immigrant issue driving political theater - themorningcall.com http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/mc-pa-child-imm...

1 of 4 7/22/2014 7:49 AM



Comments 0

Email Share Tweet 3 Pin It

Members get more: Join now for a Premium Access Membership to The Morning Call »

As federal officials rush to find places to house the children, some
lawmakers and residents say the children should be immediately
deported. Republican Congressman Lou Barletta has raised
questions about potential safety impacts in host communities, and
recently held a news conference to voice his opposition to the
potential for housing young immigrants in Hazleton, where he once
was mayor.

In California, immigration opponents halted buses carrying some of
the children. In the Lehigh Valley, a protest Sunday in Salisbury
Township outside KidsPeace was less boisterous, but federal
officials have remained fairly tight-lipped about shelter locations.

President Barack Obama has called on Congress to approve $3.7
billion in emergency funds to pay for the young migrants' care and to
speed up their legal processing. The House and Senate are working
to complete their own proposals to cope with the controversial issue.

Members of Congress are under pressure to be visible and vocal on
the issue, said Chris Borick, a political scientist at Muhlenberg
College in Allentown.

"This has really captivated a lot of public attention," Borick said, "and
I don't think any [lawmaker] wants to be caught appearing to be
sleeping on the issue."

Dent's spokesman, Shawn Millan, said that while the facility is
outside the Republican legislator's immediate area, he represents
portions of northern Berks County and the Bethany program is being
treated as a countywide issue.

Dent's 15th District is based in Lehigh County, Gerlach's 6th District
in Chester County and Meehan's 7th District in Delaware County. All
three districts include a section of Berks County. Barletta's 11th
District is based in Luzerne County, and locally includes parts of
Carbon County.

Millan said Dent's office also has reached out to KidsPeace to learn
about its program and to arrange a tour. The nonprofit has directed questions about its services to the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services, which oversees care for the children as they await immigration
hearings.

Dent's planned Berks County visit comes a day after he announced his support for a bipartisan measure from two
Texas legislators — Democratic Rep. Henry Cuellar and Republican Sen. John Cornyn — aimed at speeding up
the process for deporting children who arrive from countries that don't share a border with the United States.

Their bill would alter a 2008 law that sought to address human trafficking by giving more protections to children
from non-contiguous countries. Those from Mexico or Canada can be immediately deported, but that law means
the recent wave from Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador must go through a different process.

Under the Cuellar/Cornyn bill, the recent arrivals would appear before an immigration judge within seven days of
being screened. Dent, who was in the U.S. House when the 2008 law was approved on a voice vote, said in a
statement Monday that speedily repatriating the children is "the best thing we can do as a compassionate country."

"The current law needs reform. The proof of that is in the photographs of children sleeping on floors in holding
facilities," Dent said. "I'm supporting this proposal because it is a thoughtful, common sense, bipartisan solution to
the problem."
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ALLENTOWN, Pa. -
Looking for Lyme disease is
the summer mission for some
students at Muhlenberg
College in Allentown.

Senior Laura Barbalato wants
to attract what most want to
repel, ticks.

"Ticks will look at it like a
rodent scurrying by and latch
on to it," she said of the big
white sheet she uses in forests
and fields to ferret out the little
bugs.

Those picked up are taken to a campus lab and
scrutinized.

"This tick I have here is a female adult," Barbalato
said, while looking through a microscope.

Along with sophomore Amulya Makkapati, the two, working with a grant from the Lehigh Valley
Health Network, are spending their summer conducting research.

"These are the glands that makes the spit that contains the bacteria that causes Lyme disease,"
Makkapati said, while looking at an enlarged computer monitor tick.

The goal is to map out Lyme disease in the Lehigh Valley. 

In 2013, the Pennsylvania Department of Health reported 5758 cases of Lyme statewide. It's a
disease that, if left untreated, can be debilitating.

Under the eye of Muhlenberg biology professor Marten Edwards and in the shadow of a checklist

Advertisement

FACEBOOK RECOMMENDATIONS

Advertisement

Log in to Facebook to see your friends'
recommendations.

Male drowns in pool of Days Inn
One person recommends this.

Man on bicycle killed in collision with car in
Allentown
247 people recommend this.

Hostess Brands closing for good
102 people recommend this.

Coroner called after early morning shooting in
Reading
524 people recommend this.

Home
7,436 people recommend this.

Costco, Whole Foods officially coming to the
Lehigh Valley
6,000 people recommend this.

Facebook social plugin

Print Tweet 491RecommendRecommend ShareShare

 Site  Google
 

Full Forecast

7:58 am

HOME NEWS WEATHER TRAFFIC SPORTS BUSINESS ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLE COMMUNITY FEATURES STATION

OBITS

Muhlenberg College students looking for Lyme disease | News - Home http://www.wfmz.com/news/muhlenberg-college-students-looking-for-l...

1 of 4 7/24/2014 7:59 AM



that would make any serious scientist salivate, the girls are putting in 40-hour weeks of research.

Their duties include taking collected ticks to the "tilt a whirl" from hell.

"It basically pulverizes the tick," Barbalato said of the machine.

Liquefying the tick allows DNA to be extracted, which is then tested.

"Any line showing up is positive for Lyme disease; anything negative indicated tick didn't have the
bacteria," Barbalato said, while showing a graph with the data.

So, how prevalent is Lyme? About 25 percent of ticks collected have tested positive for the disease.

Edwards said the research is a first for the area.

"Very important to get baseline because things are changing. If we test two, three, 10 years, may
have very different results," Edwards said.

As for Barbalato and Makkapati, it's work they hope pays off in keeping people healthy.

"I think it's important people are aware of it. People don't want to be cooped up inside in the
summer, but just need to be smart about what you are doing," the girls said.

Copyright 2014 WFMZ. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed.
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When applying to college, most students take into account three deciding factors: academics, finances and campus
life. But what does it mean to attend a public school over one that is privately funded?

Applying to a private school can be daunting for families, especially for those unclear on the true cost of college
(http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/nerdscholar/2014/college-true-cost/), but there are many benefits that override the
high tuition costs. According to the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities, nearly 90% of
students at private colleges receive financial aid, and 79% of students graduate in four years, compared to 49% at
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public colleges. To learn about other benefits, NerdScholar asked the experts for the top five reasons students
should apply to private schools.

 

Private schools are largely funded by tuition and donations from outside sources. “Private colleges are often a
‘better deal’ financially than public universities. They often provide enough grant and scholarship aid to offset the
sticker-price differential,” says Chris Hooker-Haring, the dean of admission and financial aid at Muhlenberg College.
“When you add the fact that they are graduating students in a four-year time frame at a much higher rate, the
financial equation often tilts in favor of the private colleges.”

 

Private schools are free of state regulations and can therefore craft programs that are best for the school and the
student body. “It may seem simple, but attending a private college or university allows for a higher level of flexibility
in a student’s educational curriculum. Professors and academics at private colleges are not required to submit their
syllabi to a state legislature for approval and/or discussion; they are permitted to update their syllabus to feature
study of current events in real time,” says Matthew Barsalou, communication management supervisor at Trinity
University.

 

“Private colleges and universities provide students with the greater opportunity for an educational experience that
takes place in a learning community with smaller class sizes,” says George Walter, vice president of enrollment
services at La Salle University. Students in private schools are less likely to be in large classes taught by teaching
assistants, because professors are willing and able to teach their lectures. “In addition,” says Walter, “there is a
greater level of personalized support services for students outside of the classroom.” In their free time, professors
could serve as academic and professional mentors to students.

 

Each private school has a campus culture that reflects the student body and all of its unique qualities. Steve
Langerud, director of global development at Maharishi University of Management, says that a benefit of private
education is “matching a culture to your goals, values and personality. Private colleges are often more clear and
distinctive in their culture. Finding the right fit is an important part of a college experience and preparation for life
after college.”
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Tweet 1

Private schools seek to prepare students for the real world by teaching them life skills that will ensure success in
any job market. Private colleges “stress perspective, critical thinking and learning how to learn,” says José Antonio
Bowen, president of Goucher College. He adds that “private colleges prepare students to explore the unknowns
they will encounter in their careers, where they will be required to analyze new information and reinterpret what they
know and how they apply that knowledge.”

 

Chris Hooker-Haring is the dean of admission and financial aid at Muhlenberg College (http://www.muhlenberg.edu
/index.html). 

Matthew Barsalou is the communication management supervisor at Trinity University (http://new.trinity.edu/). 

George Walter is the vice president of enrollment services at La Salle University. (http://www.lasalle.edu/)

Steve Langerud is the director of global development at Maharishi University of Management
(http://www.mum.edu/). 

José Antonio Bowen is the president of Goucher College (http://www.goucher.edu/). 

 

Students on campus image (http://www.shutterstock.com/pic-86361118/stock-photo-college-students-studying-
together-in-campus-ground.html?src=bk8nI8xUjSksySKgPU7iQQ-1-4) via Shutterstock
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Four hundred pillowcase dresses are being donated to young girls in Sanjweru, Kenya,
thanks to volunteers in the community.

For the past few months, Ten Thousand Villages at Lehigh Valley Mall has collected
donations of pillowcases that volunteers have helped to turn into dresses.

Ten Thousand Villages (http://www.tenthousandvillages.com/) worked with
many volunteers, including Muhlenberg College's chapter of Alpha Phi Omega,
Parkland High School Family and Consumer Science classes, the Panther Valley High
School Art Honor Society, Whitehall High School students, local Girl Scout troops and
many individuals, according to a news release.

The release says some of the girls in Kenya only have a school uniform to wear. The
dresses will provide these girls with other clothing to wear so their uniforms will not
wear out.

"The majority of families in Sanjweru, Kenya, are sustained through agriculture.
Especially during the annual droughts, expenses for clothing, health care and clean
water often take a back seat to the need to find enough food to feed families," Kathi
Evans, co-founder and executive director of Touching Lives Ministry, says in the
release. "Grandparents often are left with this challenge due to rampant HIV, typhoid
and malaria."

"This project, sponsored by Ten Thousand Villages (at the Lehigh Valley Mall) will help
to relieve some of this burden," Evans added. "The Sanjweru community and Touching
Lives Ministry are grateful for this generous outpouring of support to a community in
need."

Touching Lives Ministry is a faith-based organization committed to supporting
communities worldwide through improved health care, education, spiritual and
economic development.

A thank-you party for project volunteers will be held noon to 4 p.m. Friday at Ten
Thousand Villages in the Lehigh Valley Mall
(http://topics.lehighvalleylive.com/tag/lehigh%20valley%20mall
/posts.html).

Guests are invited to learn more about Touching Lives Ministry, sample authentic
Kenyan cuisine and explore the wonders of fair trade during the party, the release
states.

For more information about Ten Thousand Villages or the Pillowcase Dress Project,
contact Tina Huyler, store manager, at 610-231-8776.
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Bryn Mawr College, the small private
women's school on the Main Line, this

week joined a growing number of schools around the country
that no longer require the SAT or other standardized test
scores for admission.

The college instead will rely on high school grades, essays,
and other factors - a move officials hope will attract a broader
applicant pool.

"We know there are students all around the country who,
when they see 'test scores,' they see it as a barrier to
applying," said Peaches Valdes, Bryn Mawr's director of
admissions.

The new policy will take effect for the admissions cycle that
begins this fall.

"The Philadelphia area has become a hotbed of test-optional
schools," said Bob Schaeffer, public education director of Fair
Test: National Center for Fair and Open Testing, a major critic
of the SAT and other standardized tests.

St. Joseph's University in Philadelphia went test-optional last
fall. Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, Dickinson
College in Carlisle, Franklin and Marshall College in
Lancaster, Ursinus College in Collegeville, Gettysburg
College, and Albright College in Reading also are among
test-optional schools in the region.

Muhlenberg College in Allentown and the College of New
Jersey in Ewing require scores for some programs, according
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to Fair Test.

Nationally, more than 800 colleges - about 30 percent of
schools that grant bachelor's degrees - give students the
option of submitting SAT and ACT scores, Schaeffer said.
Among them are several other women's colleges, including
Mount Holyoke, Smith, and Wesleyan (Ga.).

For years, critics have called the SAT an unreliable predictor
of college readiness that discriminates against minority
students and those from low-income families. The College
Board, which created the SAT, disputes that assertion.

The College Board recently announced sweeping changes in
the test, including making the essay optional, using questions
to better gauge what students learn in high school, and
removing penalties for wrong answers.

"In nearly all validity studies, high school GPA and SAT
scores in combination are shown to be the best predictors of
college success," said Kate Levin, a spokeswoman for the
College Board.

Many of the nation's highly competitive colleges continue to
require SATs as a component for admission, regarding the
test as the one standardized measure by which to evaluate
every student.

"In the context of other academic information, we do find them
useful," said Jess Lord, dean of admission at Haverford
College, also on the Main Line.

Earlier this year, a study released by the National Association
of College Admission Counseling found almost no difference
in college GPAs and graduation rates between students who
submitted SAT scores and those who did not at colleges
where scores are optional. The study, including 123,000
students at 33 test-optional colleges, showed that on average,
students who submitted scores achieved a GPA of 2.88,
compared with 2.83 for those who did not. In graduation rates,
the difference was six-tenths of 1 percent.

Forgoing SATs and ACTs, advocates say, opens college
access to a wider population. Applicants who do not submit
scores are more likely to be minorities, women, the first in
their family to attend college, students with learning
disabilities, and from low-income families, the study said.

At Bryn Mawr, admissions staff, faculty, and institutional
researchers began to consider the switch two years ago.

"It was clear that the standardized tests added very little
predictive information, after accounting for the strength of
applicants' academic work in high school and the admissions
staff's review of the whole application," said Marc Schulz, a
psychology professor on the faculty admissions committee.

Bryn Mawr previously adhered to a "test-flexible" policy,
allowing students to submit Advanced Placement test scores
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or SAT subject test scores or a combination, rather than the
traditional SAT math and reading scores.

The college will continue to require applicants who are not
U.S. citizens or permanent residents to submit SATs or ACTs.

Bryn Mawr, where students will pay $59,890 in tuition, fees
and room and board next year, expects its applications - and
as a result its selectivity - to rise as a result of the change.
The school received 2,706 applications this year, virtually the
same as the year before. The school accepted 40 percent of
applicants.

At St. Joseph's, applications last year increased by 8 percent
to 8,500, and the university culled its most diverse class ever,
said John Haller, associate provost for enrollment
management. About 18 percent of applicants chose not to
submit scores, he said. Of the incoming freshman class of
1,350, one in five was admitted without having submitted test
scores.

"We admitted students who we thought would be successful,"
Haller said, noting that the average GPA for the class is
identical to last year's class. "A joint committee ... will meet on
a regular basis to see how the students are performing and
how they are transitioning."
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Bethlehem Township resident Jack Glagola, pictured by Green Pond, is
leading an opposition effort to the housing.

 

Opposition is mounting to plans for 265 senior homes at Green Pond Country Club in Bethlehem Township, Pa. as part of the
property, pictured above, is deemed an important birding area by the Lehigh Valley Audubon Society. (Express-Times Photo |
AMY HERZOG)

(http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/user/lolanoff/index.html) By Lynn Olanoff | The Express-Times
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on July 28, 2014 at 7:43 AM

Opposition is mounting to plans for 265 senior homes at Green Pond Country
Club in Bethlehem Township, Pennsylvania.
(http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/index.ssf/2014/07
/new_plans_submitted_for_265_ho.html)

The plans have garnered both local and regional opposition, as part of the property is
deemed an important birding area by the Lehigh Valley Audubon Society.
(http://www.lvaudubon.org/)

Birders have opposed previous plans for housing on the site and they're again
organizing against the latest proposal. More than 160 different species of birds have
been spotted on the property, including six endangered birds.

"There's really no other place in the Lehigh Valley that attracts the kind of birds it
attracts and the number of those birds," said Rick Wiltraut, who has been studying
birds in the region for 45 years. "It would be a total loss for the birds that come there."

The housing plans, submitted
by Traditions of America,
officially retain the wetlands
favored by birds at the corner of
Green Pond and Farmersville
roads. But plans to create a
stormwater detention basin
within the wetlands will ruin
their natural characteristics,
said Jack Glagola, a
Farmersville Road resident
organizing the opposition to the
project.

"This area has always been
wetlands ... and as a result, it's
been a bird habitat," Glagola said. "They're not recognizing this is a wetland."

Traditions of America is currently declining comment on its plans, spokeswoman Erin
Read said last week. Its plans for an active adult complex of 191 single-family homes
and 74 town homes will be considered by the township planning commission tonight at
7. The homes would be built on the country club's north-most property along Green
Pond Road.

Township zoning regulations allow for 314 homes to be built on the
property (http://www.lehighvalleylive.com/bethlehem/index.ssf/2013/03
/bethlehem_township_pa_official_19.html)and two other developers have
previously submitted plans for hundreds of homes on the site. Township officials have
previously expressed concerns over stormwater management and traffic problems the
housing developments would create.

Lehigh Valley Audubon Society Peter Saenger said the Green Pond wetlands are
especially crucial to migratory birds, which rely on the land as a place for rest and food
on trips to the south and back. He said any development on the property will likely turn
away the birds.

"As soon as you change the water table ... it won't be the same," said Saenger, a biology
professor at Muhlenberg College (http://topics.lehighvalleylive.com
/tag/muhlenberg%20college/index.html). "And if you put a housing
development around it, how many birds are going to go near it?"

Both Saenger and Wiltraut said the Green Pond wetlands are one of the most crucial
properties for birds in the Lehigh Valley. Being designated an Audubon important
birding area requires a lot of credentials but doesn't provide any protection, Saenger
said.

Glagola, who has fought previous housing proposals on the property, has set up a
website for people to know more about the area and proposed project at
SaveGreenPond.org (http://SaveGreenPond.org). He said he's heard from
dozens of people opposed to the project, especially because of their concern about the
bird habitat.

Pond View Court resident Gwendolyn Caldwell said she is worried both about the
disruption to the birds as well as an increase in traffic, water runoff and required police
protection.

"People are so blasé about government, but this is going to affect everyone in the
community's lives so they need to show up," she said.

The planning commission meets at the municipal building at 4225 Easton Ave. The
plans will likely next be considered by the township Board of Commissioners on Aug. 4.
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On not choosing sides
The peacemaking challenge in Israel/Palestine
Jul 25, 2014 by Peter A. Pettit

The recent escalation of conflict between Israeli and Palestinian
forces helps make clear why the rhetoric among liberals and
Christians about “the occupation” is woefully inadequate to the
challenging call of peacemaking that we espouse. The occupation
—which by now needs no subjects, objects, or qualifiers because we
all supposedly know what we are talking about—has become the
acceptable target that seems to provide a safe platform on which to
mount the banner for peace.

If we protest Israel’s occupation of the West Bank as a distinct evil, it
seems that we can duck the charge of delegitimizing Israel. We stay
on the bright side of the line that gets drawn between criticizing
Israeli policies and challenging Jewish sovereignty as a whole. We also get to stand courageously with people who live
under daily duress and who have languished without their own sovereignty for far too long. A focus on the occupation
gives us simpler options in a complicated conflict. Look at the West Bank and it is not hard to know on whose side
compassionate people should stand.

But the violent events of June and July, the outcome of which is still beyond imagining, make it harder to know.
Kidnapping and murder of teenage civilians by extremist elements, both Palestinian and Jewish; a barrage of rockets
reaching deeper than ever into Israel; drone and missile attacks from Israel on targets precariously if not deliberately
situated in dense, civilian neighborhoods—all of these and the clamoring voices that surround, incite, and report them
underscore the point that choosing sides over the occupation is both difficult and dangerous, and it does not address
enough of the factors that must be resolved if peace is to be achieved.

Choosing sides is difficult because the dynamics that now explain the occupation and prop it up have been so many
years in the making, with so many players and so many motives. The land occupied by Israel was a disputed part of
Jordan from 1948 to 1967. Like the ambiguous Egyptian rule in the Gaza Strip after 1948, Jordan’s claim to the West
Bank was ceded to the Palestinians several decades after the war of 1967 as part of a peace negotiation with Israel.

The Oslo accords in 1993 consolidated negotiating authority under the Palestinian Authority and were aimed at
establishing a Palestinian state that would assume sovereignty over the disputed territory. One can write the history of the
Oslo process in many ways, but the failure to achieve its aim can hardly be laid at the feet of Israel alone.

Since 1993 negotiations and exchanges between the Palestinians and Israelis have amounted to a deadly dance of
mixed signals and defiant posturing by both, together with their various proxies and partners. Israeli governments as
different as Yitzhak Rabin’s and Benjamin Netanyahu’s have proven as challenging for Palestinians to discern as the
tug-of-war between Fatah and Hamas has been for Israelis. And so an ambiguous occupation draws close to entering a
sixth decade.

Choosing sides is dangerous because both Jews and Palestinians live with mortal fear. Both peoples once again now
hear their identity and legitimacy, as well as their claim and connection to their homeland, reviled and denied. Both hear
calls from some segment of the other people to eliminate their presence, whether physically, culturally, or nationally.
When people have reason to fear for their existence, anything that bolsters the case being made against them contributes
to the conflict and not to its resolution. That includes simplistic parroting of the evil of occupation. Ratcheting up the fear in
either people makes violence more likely, not less.

Moreover, when actually envisioning an end to the conflict it is dangerous to focus on only one party as its cause. If Israel
is made the sole actor responsible for ending it, and we imagine that a transfer of territorial control—ending the
occupation—will do so, we ignore other deadly forces which will still be at work in the region the day after withdrawal. It is

On not choosing sides | The Christian Century http://www.christiancentury.org/article/2014-07/not-choosing-sides
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all too apparent that such forces exist within both Israel and the Palestinian community.

So why do churches and people of goodwill focus on the wrong thing? Why is so much denominational time and energy
expended debating proposals to undertake corporate divestment aimed at ending the occupation? Our actions are
unlikely to move the levers of power in any substantial way or to affect the bottom lines of companies in which our shares
represent a fraction of 1 percent.

A basic mistake accounts for such misguided efforts: confusing the expression of humanitarian concern with effective
political analysis. Few can challenge the honest concern that rises in the heart when seeing the situation of Palestinian
life on the West Bank. Nor can one argue with the imbalance of power that stands between Israel and the Palestinian
Authority. In the face of such realities, common human decency demands an empathetic, humanitarian, even pastoral
response. In that regard, the occupation and its daily effects on Palestinian life have been exactly the churches’ proper
focus, the place where we must start. To ignore or deny that suffering would betray the Lord who calls us to feed, clothe,
heal, and comfort the afflicted.

But two other realities call us to move beyond that starting point. Those realities have come into sharper focus in recent
events, which have quickly made our debates about the occupation into “the good old days.”

First, there is suffering and need within the Jewish community and Israel as well as in the Palestinian community. We
have learned in our wealthy Western society that the outward trappings of success and comfort often obscure but do not
erase the reality of pain, suffering, anxiety, alienation, and fear.

While some argue that these afflictions would be lessened if Israel ended its occupation of the disputed territories, there
are much broader causes to consider as well. Israel has had to sustain a survival posture well into the third generation of
its national existence, negotiating shifting international alliances and now dealing with an Arab world that is profoundly
unstable. What should be the liberal, Christian humanitarian response to this suffering?

Second, our humanitarian concern rightly motivates us to analyze the causes of suffering and to work against them.
Effective political analysis, however, must consist of more than listening to the perspective of the aggrieved. Our work
must be effective in more than symbolic and sympathetic ways. Particularly when two parties can legitimately claim
grievances, we must distinguish our analysis of the situation from our compassionate empathy with those caught on each
side of it. That is patently true when open warfare looms, and it is no less true when relative calm prevails and
“normalizing the occupation” is the greatest threat.

An understandable sense of desperate isolation prompts both Jews and Palestinians to court solidarity actions from
churches and other civic institutions. Those actions can be as straightforward as a cup of water to the thirsty and a warm
bed to the homeless. In order for actions in the policy arena to bring similar blessing, they must be as judicious and
effective, in their own ways, as the cup of water or the warm bed.

Three key steps would make a good start.

Understand, appreciate, and respect the sense of threat that underlies each community’s motivating fear. Whatever we
may think of its source or its legitimacy, it is a real factor that must be addressed constructively and not simply dismissed.

Refrain from actions that add to the fear or that add the church’s weight to the sense of righteous victimhood or
entitlement on any side. Expect partners and parties in the conflict to work responsibly toward peace in their own
communities, not using the other’s inaction as justification for their own.

Encourage, empower, and reassure the principal parties that taking the risks necessary for peace will win support and
respect and provide any assets we can to make that risk taking more viable and realistic.

Many of the best analysts and participants in the field have reminded us that progress toward peace cannot be achieved
until the principal parties all find reason to believe that they will gain more from risking peace than from continuing the
status quo. That means the status quo—including the occupation—will not end just because ending it is a good thing. It
will end because something better will become a realistic alternative for everyone.
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While we work toward that constructive goal, our compassionate response to suffering must continue and our
assessment of the causes of suffering must be acute. If in weariness or frustration or anger, however, we mistake our
earnest human compassion for effective political analysis, we risk being drawn into the conflict simply as someone’s
armament and supply against another. Then our true value as peacemakers is traded for empty gestures and passing
good feelings. Both Palestinians and Jews deserve better from us.
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BETHLEHEM TWP., Pa. -

"Save Green Pond" is the rallying cry from
people who live in one part of Northampton
County, now that a developer wants to build
hundreds of homes near a popular marsh
area.

For Peter Saenger, a tiny little section of
Bethlehem Township called Green Pond is
just about heaven.

"For me, birdwatching is -- it just pulls all the
stress away," he said.  "People come from all
over the country to see our area and they go to
Green Pond because of the draw."

Saegner is a bird specialist at Muhlenberg
College in Allentown and co-author of the book, "Birds of the Lehigh Valley." 

He's also one of the leading opponents of a developer's plans to build 265 senior citizen homes near the pond. 

Saenger said he worries what the development, and a stormwater retention pond that could go with it, will mean for
local flooding problems.

"There's already a pond across the street that floods into the field, so if they put a second pond in, where is that one
going to flood into -- all the area residents' yards?" he asked. "Basements."

The developer, Traditions of America, already owns complexes in nearby Hanover Township.  A spokeswoman did not
return calls Monday.

This isn't the first time a developer has tried to build on the site owned by Green Pond Country Club, but this is the
smallest proposal so far.  That's still not good enough for opponents.

"Money has to take a second place to logic, I think, in this case," said Saenger.

You can hear directly from the developers. At 7 p.m., they're presenting their plans to the Bethlehem Township
Planning Commission.  If that group approves it, the proposals goes on to the full township supervisors next week.

Copyright 2014 WFMZ. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.

© 2014 WFMZ-TV | 300 East Rock Road, Allentown PA
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Or was a new poll done poorly?

BY JOEL MATHIS  |  JULY 30, 2014 AT 5:23 AM

Do we suddenly, really have a gubernatorial race in Pennsylvania?

Under most circumstances, a poll showing that an incumbent governor is down by nine points to a challenger wouldn’t be considered good news. It’s
different in Pennsylvania, where so many polls have shown for so long that Gov. Tom Corbett is losing his election campaign to Democrat Tom Wolf
by 20 points. The gap has been shown over and over again, the closest thing to a sure thing one can find in today’s politics.

Until Tuesday night.

The Patriot-News reports:
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The recent polling collaboration between the New York Times and CBS News, completed as part of a massive effort using new polling
standards with the firm YouGov, shows Corbett losing 33 percent to Wolf's 42 percent.

But the polling method has come in for deep critique: YouGov doesn't randomly survey voters; instead, it relies on people to opt-in to an Internet poll —
which then undergoes "some sophisticated weighting" before a result is produced. (The company explains its method here; Pew Research offers its own
take here.) The effort leaves some experts skeptical.

"Anytime you see an outlier poll, especially one using a diverse method, you might want to take it with a grain of salt," Chris Borick, professor of Political
Science and director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of Public Opinion, told the Patriot-News. "Right now it stands alone in terms of showing the
race this close. I wouldn't discount the poll, but I would take it with a grain of salt until I see if it aligns with the next round of polls using more
traditional methods."
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Temple University's shift to make test scores optional is meant to help low-income and minority students who might be
disadvantaged by the mandate. SHARON GEKOSKI-KIMMEL / Staff Photographer

Susan Snyder, Inquirer Staff Writer
LAST UPDATED: Tuesday, July 29, 2014, 1:08 AM

In an effort to cultivate talented students who don't test well,
Temple University says it will become the first national public
research university in the Northeast to make standardized test
scores optional for admission.

The university expects as many as 150 to 200 students who
likely would not have been accepted because of low SAT and
ACT scores, but who exhibit other promising attributes, will be
admitted for fall 2015. Many of them could come from the
Philadelphia School District.

Students who opt not to submit test scores will have to
answer written questions designed to assess attributes such
as leadership, self-awareness, goal-setting, determination,
and "grit," Temple officials said.

For years, critics have called the SAT an unreliable predictor
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of college readiness that discriminates against minority
students and those from low-income families.

"We cannot ignore the mounting evidence that standardized
test scores inject socio-economic bias into the admissions
and financial-aid equations," said Hai-Lung Dai, Temple's
provost and senior vice president for academic affairs.

Temple becomes the second Philadelphia-area college in the
last week to announce a test-optional policy, as more
universities are looking for ways to make college accessible
to students who are the first in their families to attend or come
from low-income families and minority groups.

Bryn Mawr, a private women's college on the Main Line, said
last week that it would make the test optional. St. Joseph's
University made the same move last year. Nationally, more
than 800 colleges - about 30 percent of schools that grant
bachelor's degrees - give students the option of whether to
submit SAT and ACT scores.

But at Temple, which is in the heart of North Philadelphia,
home to a school district in which most students are minority
and live in poverty, the decision indicates a broader
commitment.

"I'm excited that Temple is taking this on," said William R. Hite
Jr., superintendent of the Philadelphia School District. "We
have children who may not do well [on standardized tests],
but these children may have designed, planned, developed,
and built a hybrid car.

"No one can convince me that the skills and abilities of those
children are any less than those who may have had SAT and
ACT prep courses" - something many district students cannot
afford.

Hite was referring to students at the district's Workshop
School, which teaches students to learn through hands-on
projects such as building hybrid cars.

Temple officials said they would also work to monitor and
nurture through graduation the students who are admitted
without SATs, using a $225,000 grant from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation.

"Temple is an access-oriented institution and it's making a
major effort to serve more students," said Bob Schaeffer,
public education director of Fair Test: National Center for Fair
and Open Testing, a critic of the SAT and other standardized
tests.

Over the last two decades, Temple has become increasingly
competitive. The average combined reading and math SAT
score for last year's freshman class was 1129 out of a
possible 1600 - 19 points higher than the previous year.
That's a marked shift from the mid-1990s, when the average
score was in the 980s.
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The university has faced criticism as abandoning its
commitment to the city and accepting more students from the
suburbs who are increasingly white and wealthy.

Many students from Philadelphia's neighborhood high schools
are finishing at the top of their class, but have SAT scores in
the 800s, putting them at a disadvantage.

"Students were getting discouraged. They were feeling that
they didn't have an opportunity to go to Temple," said Gregory
Anderson, who became dean of the College of Education a
year ago, and served on the committee that made the
decision to abandon the SAT requirement. "There's the belief
that there's no point in even applying."

Anderson, who is black and whose parents are from South
Africa, was first in his family to go to college and struggled
with standardized tests.

"I know firsthand how important this is," he said.

The Temple committee that proposed eliminating the SAT
requirement emphasized that the university wants to admit
only students who have the ability to do well.

"The whole strategy is based on finding students who will
succeed but are being disadvantaged because of the test
score," said William N. Black, Temple's senior vice provost for
enrollment management. "It's that potential we want to
develop."

This year, a study released by the National Association of
College Admission Counseling found almost no difference in
college GPAs and graduation rates between students who
submitted SAT scores and those who did not at colleges
where scores are optional.

Temple, which began considering the change nearly a year
ago, reviewed experiences at other schools, such as DePaul
University in Chicago, which made standardized tests optional
in 2011.

The nation's largest Catholic university, DePaul has found that
students admitted without ACT scores have performed almost
as well as the others. There was only a 0.07 percent
difference in GPAs, and nearly the same percentage came
back for a second year, said Jon Boeckenstedt, associate
vice president for enrollment management and marketing.

That's despite the fact that the two groups of students came in
with widely different ACT scores. The group whose scores
were not used for admission had scored at about the 49th
percentile nationally, compared to the 83d percentile for the
others, Boeckenstedt said.

"We don't believe that proves our argument," he said. "Our
research is ongoing. But at this point, we don't have anything
that causes us to be concerned."
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DePaul requires students who do not submit standardized
test scores to answer four essay questions, designed to
assess their ability to persist and graduate, Boeckenstedt
said. The questions address goal-setting, personal
challenges, leadership, and extracurriculars. Temple is still
developing its questions, Black said.

Black said he expects about 10 percent of applicants to forgo
test scores in the first year, based on experience at other
universities. Temple received 27,521 applications last year
and will enroll 4,500 freshmen this fall.

Athletes, homeschoolers, and international students not
enrolled in a U.S. high school for at least three years still will
be required to submit test scores, the university said.
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Here are other colleges in the area that have a test-optional
policy:

Philadelphia

St. Joseph’s University
Peirce College
The Hussian School of Art
The Art Institute of Philadelphia

Other Schools in the Area

Susquehanna University in Selinsgrove, Pa.
Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa.
Franklin and Marshall College in Lancaster
Ursinus College in Collegeville
Gettysburg College
Albright College in Reading
Gratz College in Melrose Park

Muhlenberg College in Allentown and the College of New
Jersey in Ewing require scores for some programs.

Source: National Center for Fair and Open Testing
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Gov. Tom Corbett, left, and Democratic gubernatorial candidate Tom Wolf. File photos.
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Midstate analysts are among those cautious about the results of a new poll showing
Gov. Tom Corbett narrowing the gap between himself and Democratic challenger Tom
Wolf.

The recent polling collaboration between the New York Times and CBS
News (http://www.nytimes.com/2014/07/28/upshot/republicans-senate-
chances-rise-slightly-to-60-percent-.html), completed as part of a massive effort
using new polling standards with the firm YouGov, shows Corbett losing 33 percent to
Wolf's 42 percent.

The nine-point divide is the closest the incumbent governor, widely expected to be
defeated, has seen in any post-primary poll (http://www.pennlive.com
/midstate/index.ssf/2014/07
/poll_tom_wolf_governor_tom_cor.html) conducted in Pennsylvania.

Two midstate political professors said they're cautious about the poll's new
methodology, which some consider controversial.

"Their approach is not the standard way of looking at doing election surveys," said
analyst Chris Borick, professor of Political Science and director of the Muhlenberg
College Institute of Public Opinion.

While Borick said he didn't want to discredit YouGov's methods, he said he's taking the
outlier results "with a grain of salt" until the next poll that uses more traditional
methods is released.

The next generation of polling 

YouGov uses very large numbers of individuals who aren't randomly selected like
participants in more traditional polls, he said. The large sample of people who opt-in to
participate in the Internet poll then undergoes "some sophisticated weighting" to make
inferences about all voters, Borick said.

While standard polls also use samples to make inferences about all voters, choosing the
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sample in the method YouGov uses can cause the demographics to look different than
the whole population about which a pollster is trying make inferences, he said.

"Everybody weights, but what YouGov does is rely heavily on those weights to produce
their estimates," he said. "(Participants) are not randomly selected, they volunteer to
participate in YouGov."

While Borick said YouGov has "a pretty good track record," he said the caveat is their
results being the outlier among other polls showing Wolf with more than 
double the lead (http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2014/07
/poll_tom_wolf_governor_tom_cor.html) shown by YouGov.

 "Anytime you see an outlier poll, especially one using a diverse method, you might
want to take it with a grain of salt," he said. "Right now it stands alone in terms of
showing the race this close. I wouldn't discount the poll, but I would take it with a grain
of salt until I see if it aligns with the next round of polls using more traditional
methods."

If the poll is accurate, that's a bit of good news for Corbett, who's seeking good news,
Borick said. But even if it is accurate, Wolf still has a "fairly daunting" lead over the
incumbent, he said.

New method raises eyebrows

G. Terry Madonna (http://www.pennlive.com/midstate/index.ssf/2014/07
/tom_corbett_budget_tom_wolf_st.html), Director of the Franklin & Marshall
College Poll and professor of Public Affairs at Franklin & Marshall College, said
pollsters tend to be "concerned and skeptical" about Internet polls because there's no
standard sample error attached to them.

"I'm not saying they're right or not saying they're wrong, but most of us who do polls
the more conventional way just don't do Internet polls," he said.

The American Association for Public Opinion Research has posted a guide on its
website (http://www.aapor.org/For_Researchers
/5850.htm#.U9gLS1Y9X1o) calling non-probability samples, such as those used in
YouGov's poll, as "BAD," with an all-caps emphasis.

Madonna said the four standard polls released since the gubernatorial primary in May
have shown Wolf winning by a range of between 20 and 25 points.

"Now three weeks to the day after the last poll and we have that big of a shift? That
certainly raises some eyebrows," he said.

But Madonna said the New York Times and CBS News could be on the cutting edge
with the new polling technique, and people should be open to learning more about it.

"It's an important experiment because this could just be the wave of the future," he said.
"This is the formative stages of something."

Pew Research Center on Monday published a Q & A about what the Times' polling
decision means. Read it here (http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014
/07/28/qa-what-the-new-york-times-polling-decision-means/).

For an explanation of the YouGov sampling methods, click here
(https://today.yougov.com/news/2014/07/27/cbs-newsnew-york-times-
battleground-tracker/).
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When it comes to the classroom, there are just some things that you should not do.

According to Rebecca Jones, director of academic support at St. Louis College of Pharmacy [https://www.stlcop.edu
/index.html] , says that one of the main things that students should keep in mind is using their cell phones in class. 

"Stay off your phone,” she says. "Students are often on social media or texting underneath the table. Using your
computer to do something other than take notes can distract everyone around you as well. Faculty notice these
things, and people naturally make judgments about your desire to do well in class." 

But while it’s rude to text or surf the web while in class, talking too much can be problematic, as well.

"Be aware of how often you respond and let other respond before you give your 5th comment,” says Linda Bips,
assistant professor of psychology at Muhlenberg College [http://muhlenberg.edu/]  in Allentown, Pa. "Think about what
you want to say and state it clearly and succinctly. If you have more to say, speak to the faculty member after class
or during their office hours. Do not raise your hand when another student or the professor is still speaking."

Another classroom behavior to be aware of is missing class altogether. 

“Go to class, even when the professor says he’s not taking roll,” recommends Lynne Richardson, dean of the
College of Business at the University of Mary Washington [http://business.umw.edu/] . She also recommends getting to
know your professors outside of class to make an impression. “You will need a reference from one of them one
day!” 

Perhaps the biggest challenge, though, is getting used to dorm life.

"Unless you can find a roommate that is the same level of slob as you, you’ll have to think about living in a very
small space together,” says Jones of dorm room etiquette. "You’ll have to think about your stuff overflowing into their
space. If you’re leaving your toothpaste on the counter, that affects other people."

The main way to find out what good etiquette is in a dorm situation, though, is just to communicate, even if you and
your roommate don’t turn out to be the best of friends.

Etiquette Inside and Outside the Classroom
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"Communicate, communicate, communicate,” says Bips. "State your needs and concerns and be ready to
compromise." Bips recalls two students who compromised between having the blinds open and closed by keeping
them halfway up. "Many concerns are not so easily remedied. Involve a third party like a resident advisor to help you
negotiate big concerns. Remember that your roommate doesn't have to be your best friend, just someone with
whom to share a room.”

Jones agrees. "Often people who are not great friends live in a better way than two best friends, because the friends
end up fighting more and don’t communicate as well. If you notice you’re very different than your roommate, start
having a conversation about that and think of compromises and finding common ground. Don’t just think you’re the
one with the right answer and the other one needs to adjust…. Talk about it, and be honest but in a kind way. Know
that you’re not perfect either.”

For more tips and tricks on the dos and don’ts of college etiquette, check out this post  [http://www.cofc.edu/advice
/for-students-from-your-professors/index.php] by professors from the College of Charleston [http://cofc.edu/] . 
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Smoke rises during an explosion from an Israeli forces strike in Gaza City, Saturday, Nov. 17, 2012. Israel bombarded the
Hamas-ruled Gaza Strip with nearly 200 airstrikes early Saturday, the military said, widening a blistering assault on Gaza rocket
operations by militants to include the prime minister's headquarters, a police compound and a vast network of smuggling
tunnels. (AP Photo/Hatem Moussa)

(http://connect.pennlive.com/staff/pennoped/index.html) By PennLive Op-Ed
(http://connect.pennlive.com/staff/pennoped/posts.html)
on August 01, 2014 at 6:30 AM, updated August 01, 2014 at 6:31 AM

By George Heitmann

The retrospective view always benefits from the knowledge of how things turned out. 
At the decision moment, the future may be imagined but not known.  This, of course, is
all true. 

Here, we'll discuss the "imagined future" as it was at the time the decision was made,
trying not to be too influenced by the knowledge of how it all unfolded, but certainly not
ignoring any lessons history may have to offer. 

Economists posit a rule of rational behavior.  We should decide to do something only if
the additional benefits of the action are expected to exceed the additional costs. 

This is the rationality principle underlying benefit-cost analysis and it would seem an
appropriate guide to action.  We recognize that not all actions are rationally
undertaken, that all benefits and costs may not be recognized, and that expectations are
not always realized. 

To this rational decision making guide, I'll add the historical principle that if an action
repeatedly leads to an undesired outcome, it is stupid to continue taking the faulted
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action. 

Perhaps this all sounds too theoretical.  We'll illustrate with some examples.  Should we
have known that Vietnam, Iraq, and Afghanistan were ventures not likely to have added
benefits that would exceed the additional costs in life and treasure? 

The French did not succeed in
Vietnam, nor the British in Iraq, nor
both the British and Soviets in
Afghanistan. 

In retrospect, we see that those
earlier precedents incurred
additional costs that exceeded
marginal benefits.  Were there
lessons that might have been

absorbed by the American president of the moment?  I think there were, but others
might disagree. 

We can, maybe, agree that given the actual outcomes, America did not realize a political
or economic gain worth the costs in any of those faraway places.

Let's turn to the war now raging in Gaza.  From the War of Independence in 1948
through the Yom Kippur War of October 1973, Israel has fought four conventional wars
to maintain its right to exist. 

In those several wars, Israel not only maintained that right but expanded its territory, at
least in part to better defend that right. 

Three of those wars could be considered wars of necessity.  Since that time, the wars
have become, at least debatably, wars of choice.  Of course, this distinction is somewhat
arbitrary, and decision makers usually see "necessity" as the force compelling the
"choice". 

The two Lebanon (1982 and 2006) and the Gaza (2008-2009) wars were, from the
Israeli perspective, retaliations against the missile attacks, kidnappings, and terrorist
activities of Hezbollah and Hamas.  So, too, was the more limited incursion into Gaza in
November 2012. 

The provocations were real and did lead to the loss of some Israeli lives.  The
retaliations led to an even greater loss of Israeli lives as well as exacting a "high blood
cost" on enemy combatants and bystanders, importantly including women and
children. 

Outside observers, in America and Europe, especially weep for the innocent. The "high
blood cost" policy designed to make the enemy reconsider its hostile activities has not
achieved that purpose; the missiles still rain down. 

It has, however, in the United States and still more so in Europe, adversely affected
public opinion.  Although militarily successful, the propaganda war is being lost.  In
benefit-cost terms, the added costs have far exceeded the marginal benefits.

Might these historical precedents have influenced the benefit-cost analysis preceding
the decision to invade Gaza again?  Apparently not; the same mistake has been
repeated. 

Remember the definition of "stupidity"; repeat what you've done before without success
expecting that this time the result will be different.  There are now 700 Palestinians and
30 Israelis who would likely still be living if constraint had been exercised.  And, the
missiles still rain down!

Here's a different policy approach for President Netanyahu or some future leader to
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consider: Declare a one-year moratorium on retaliation regardless of provocation. 

It will likely cost a few Israeli lives, but far fewer than those lost in the past few days. 

Is there any hope that such a moratorium will lead to a long run solution?  Probably
not. 

But, in benefit-cost terms, the additional costs, a few lives lost, will be more than
compensated by the additional benefits, many lives saved.  I'll settle for that.  Also, it's
good PR.

George Heitmann is Professor Emeritus of Management Science at Penn
State University's University Park campus and Professor of Economics at
Muhlenberg College in Allentown.
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When you need to contact a professor, a classmate, some potential employers and others on campus, emailing is
the go-to method for most students. Unfortunately, many professors find themselves frustrated with the types of
emails they get from students. 

"Students are so used to texting and short abbreviated ways that they’re sending emails that are short that don’t
have proper punctuation,” says Rebecca Jones, director of academic support at St. Louis College of Pharmacy
[http://stlcop.edu/]   "Faculty will expect you to have proper punctuation, open with a salutation, and then write a full
sentence using proper language.”

"Believe it or not some students begin their email with ‘Hey.'  No No No.  Emails should be addressed to Dr. _____,”
says Linda Bips, author of “Parenting College Freshmen: Consulting for Adulthood” and assistant professor of
psychology at Muhlenberg College [http://muhlenberg.edu/]  in Allentown, Pa. 

Rob Major, associate dean and director of Academic Services at Babson College [http://babson.edu/] , agrees that
students should maintain a level of formality.

"When addressing faculty or staff via email, you should be plan to be more formal,” says Major. "Every message
should have an opening: 'Dear Professor Smith,….' as well as a closing: 'Thank you for your time and I look forward
to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.'  Since many students tend be less formal in all forms of written
communication, a formal approach (which is not only appropriate) tends to stand out."

Another emailing faux pas that students make is emailing too much—or too late. 

"Keep it brief and to the point,” recommends Bips. "Do not ask questions that you should be able to answer by
reviewing the syllabus or web site for assignments. If you need an extension or to be excused from an assignment,
you must make the request before the due date not after. A brief explanation is in order, but the professor does not
want to know that you threw up six times between 1 a.m. and 6 a.m. Also know that faculty do not keep your hours
so if you sent an email at 2 a.m. you probably won't get an answer by your 8 a.m. class.”

Since it is increasingly common to submit papers and assignments to your professors through email, it’s important to
remember that the assignments are appropriately named.

"All written work that is submitted should include your name, date, class name and section, professor and title of the
assignment,” recommends Major. "In addition, any electronic files should be named appropriately so the professor
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can easily identify the assignment to you. You should not submit a paper that is titled 'Assignment 1;' it
should  indicate 'Joe Smith, Reflection Paper 1, Sept 1 2014,' as one example."

Finally, Jones reminds students to keep it formal. After all, the person you’re emailing is your professor. 

"It’s not your friend you’re texting in the middle of the night," she says. "It makes a big difference.”
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Fuse Productions and Centre Dance will present “A Chorus Line,” featuring a cast of local and professional
actors. The cast includes, left side, from left, Steven Del Col, Vince Orabona and Taylor Simon; center left row,
from left, Katie Johnson, Carly McCann and Emily Kuskowski; center, Jimmy Bonilla; right front row, from left,
Robert Wilday and Lyndy Adamonis; and right back row, from left, Jill Wess, Asher Dubin and Kaycie Weiss.
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if you go

What: Fuse Productions and Centre Dance’s presentation of “A Chorus Line”

When: 7:30 Aug. 7-8; and 2 and 7:30 p.m. Aug. 9

Where: State Theatre, 130 W. College Ave., State College

In fo: www.thestatetheatre.org, 272-0606

Competition is a part of life for everyone, no matter what the business, and people compete for many reasons.
We also have to find ways to cope with the rejection that comes with competition, a challenge that can build
character and determination.

These hard facts about life are portrayed in song and dance in the Broadway musical “A Chorus Line,” presented
by Fuse Productions and Centre Dance at the State Theatre Aug. 7-9.

“A Chorus Line” is a celebration of the American stage musical, a tribute to the chorus dancers, the dedicated and
talented young men and women who support and enhance the stars’ performance. The Pulitzer Prize-winning
show, featuring a cast of local and professional actors, follows 17 dancers auditioning for eight spots in a
Broadway show and is set on the bare stage of a theater.

“ ‘A Chorus Line’ is certainly one of the 10 greatest musicals ever produced,” Fuse Productions’ artistic director
Richard Biever said. “The script, based on recordings of real Broadway dancers talking about their lives, the
amazing score by Marvin Hamlisch and the seamless staging combine for a powerful and emotionally charged
evening.”

“A Chorus Line” opened at the Shubert Theatre on Broadway on July 25, 1975. The musical was a box office
smash; it won nine of its 12 Tony Award nominations. The original production ran for more than 6,000 shows
through 1990, becoming the longest-running production in Broadway history until it was surpassed by “Cats” in
1997. It was the longest-running Broadway musical originally produced in the U.S. until it was surpassed by
“Chicago” in 2011. It remains the sixth longest-running Broadway show ever.

“A Chorus Line” was conceived and originally directed and choreographed by Michael Bennett, with a book by
James Kirkwood and Nicholas Dante. Edward Kleban wrote the lyrics to Hamlisch’s compositions.

The show begins in the middle of an audition for an upcoming Broadway production. The formidable director,
Zach, and his assistant choreographer, Larry, are putting the dancers through their paces. After a number of cuts,
17 dancers remain, including a young man named Paul. The director asks the dancers to introduce themselves,
giving them a chance to reveal their pasts starting with early life experiences through adulthood. While on stage,
Paul emotionally relives his childhood and high school experience, coming to terms with his manhood,
homosexuality, and his parents’ reaction upon learning about his lifestyle.

Playing the role of Paul is Kevin Kulp, one of six actors hired from a New York City audition held in June.
Originally from southern New Jersey, Kulp recently graduated from Allentown’s Muhlenberg College, where he
earned a Bachelor of Arts in Theater. While in school, Kulp was a member of the ensemble of “Miss Saigon” and
landed a role in “The King and I,” both at the Walnut Street Theatre in Philadelphia.

Kulp said Paul is a dream role of his and he played the part a few months ago during the college’s Summer Music
Theatre Festival.

“Paul is definitely introverted and one of the quiet actors on the line,” Kulp said. “He has had a rough childhood,
which he has grown from and made him into who he is today.”

In the world of theater, Paul is known for a monologue that gives the show some depth and insight on the life of a
chorus dancer.

“It’s about 15 minutes of just him onstage with no other actors, sets, dancing or other spectacle element,” Kulp

‘I hope I get it’: Actors cope with industry challenges in ‘A Chorus Line’... http://www.centredaily.com/2014/08/01/4287679/i-hope-i-get-it-actors-c...

3 of 5 8/1/2014 4:10 PM



said. “It’s a scary but thrilling piece to work on as an actor.”

For any actor, Kulp said going on auditions can be nerve-racking and frustrating, with the process often ending in
rejection.

“It’s like going to four or five different interviews a week and not hearing back from any of them,” he said. “The
given circumstance of the show is something us actors really understand and connect with,” Kulp said. “During
the opening we sing, ‘God I hope I get it, I hope I get it!’ This is something actors actually think when we are
constantly auditioning with hundreds of other actors, all trying for one job. The show is so easy to connect with
because it’s about our lives as actors and this hard life of constant audition and constant rejection.”

What “A Chorus Line” provides for its audience members is insight on not only what it is like to dance in a chorus
but also the lives of dancers and actors that might only be in the background of a show.

“Audiences can instantly relate to the need of the dancers to get the job (most of us at one time or another
needed work), and can empathize with the stories each dancer relates about their lives” Biever said. “It’s a story
about growing up and becoming part of something bigger than yourself.”

Facebook Twitter Google Plus Reddit E-mail Print

Centre Daily Times is pleased to provide this opportunity to share information, experiences and observations
about what's in the news. Some of the comments may be reprinted elsewhere in the site or in the newspaper. We
encourage lively, open debate on the issues of the day, and ask that you refrain from profanity, hate speech,
personal comments and remarks that are off point. Thank you for taking the time to offer your thoughts.

Commenting FAQs | Terms of Service

Today's Circulars

View All Circulars

WALMART
VALID UNTIL SEP 06

FOOD LION
THIS WEEK ONLY

PEP BOYS
3 DAYS LEFT

FAMILY DOLLAR
VALID UNTIL AUG 05

‘I hope I get it’: Actors cope with industry challenges in ‘A Chorus Line’... http://www.centredaily.com/2014/08/01/4287679/i-hope-i-get-it-actors-c...

4 of 5 8/1/2014 4:10 PM



You Need to Know Now
Morleys Run
Fuel Finder
Heroes Were Made
Online Auction

Search

 

Discussion

August 10, 2014

ANALYSIS: Momentum shifting to Corbett?

John Finnerty CNHI State Reporter

HARRISBURG — Two recent polls have shown that Gov. Tom Corbett’s summer campaign advertising push
might be helping to chip away at the commanding lead of Democratic challenger Tom Wolf.

A Keystone Report-Magellan Strategies poll released Tuesday found Corbett trailing Wolf by only 7 points
among voters with a definite preference. Overall the poll found Wolf leading by 12 points.

That comes a week after a CBS-New York Times poll gave Wolf a 9-point edge.
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Contrast that to most polls during the summer that showed Corbett trailing by 20 to 25 points.

On Thursday, Sen. Minority Leader Jay Costa, D-Allegheny, told Capitol reporters that Democrats’ internal
polling has Wolf doing so well that it’s feeding hopes the party could take control of the state Senate, where
Republicans have an advantage of 27 seats to Democrats’ 23.

If Wolf wins the governor’s race and Democrats ride the wave to add two seats, it would create a 25-25 split
between the parties in the Senate. But assuming Democratic lieutenant governor candidate Mike Stack also rides
Wolf’s coattails to victory, Democrats would seize control of the Senate. In the event of a deadlocked chamber,
the tie-breaking vote goes to the lieutenant governor, now Republican Jim Cawley.

The Democrats did polling in eight districts, Costa said, and Wolf is “cleaning (Corbett’s) clock” in seven. The
exception is the heavily conservative 50th district in northwestern Pennsylvania, where Sen. Bob Robbins is
retiring. There Wolf and Corbett are running about even, Costa said.

The seven districts where Wolf holds a commanding lead are in southeastern and southwestern Pennsylvania, he
said.

The good news for Corbett supporters is that, in the world of opinion research, internal partisan polls are among
the least credible, said Chris Borick, a political science professor and director of the Muhlenberg College
Institute of Public Opinion.

The best way to judge whether Corbett is indeed closing the gap on Wolf will be to see if more polls reflect it,
Borick said. And the best way to judge the soundness of a poll is to check the poll-takers’ methods and consider
how their results compare to the aggregate of other reputable polls.

The Corbett campaign hopes the trend holds up. As summer fades and the campaigns heat up, Borick said
Corbett will need  evidence that he is moving the needle.

The Republican Governors Association, led by New Jersey Gov. Chris Christie, has already given Corbett’s
re-election campaign $1.6 million. The group is still “all-in” to help Corbett win, said spokesman Jon Thompson
in an email Friday morning.

“Polls have shown the race continuing to get closer as more and more voters learn the truth about Tom Wolf,”
said Thompson.

It’s up to Corbett to demonstrate that this new suggestion of momentum is authentic. Otherwise he’ll struggle to
energize his supporters and other big-money donors.

“It will help his case for supporters to look like he’s still relevant,” Borick said.

There’s some urgency for Corbett as “quiet talk” around the Capitol is “that some in his own party are looking
past him,” Borick said. “That’s fatal.”

Democrats see no reason to talk quietly. The House canceled session days last week, saying there wasn’t enough
support for a planned vote on a cigarette tax in Philadelphia, despite Corbett’s support.

Rep. Bryan Barbin, D-Johns-town, said he was disappointed that the Legislature hadn’t returned to confront how
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to address the state’s growing pension obligation – the governor’s signature issue.

Barbin suggested that the Republicans in the House also didn’t want to return to Harrisburg then flee without
dealing with pension reform.

When lawmakers do return, it’s unlikely they will pass any significant legislation, like pension reform or
dismantling the state liquor monopoly, Costa said.

That means Corbett’s best hope for demonstrating that he’s getting any momentum may come from more of
those opinion polls.

John Finnerty is based in Harrisburg and covers state government and politics. Email him at jfinnerty@cnhi.com
and follow him on Twitter @cnhipa.
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SUBMITTED PHOTO Jack McDonald
(17), who was a standout running back at
Pottsville High and Muhlenberg College,
will be inducted into the Pennsylvania
Sports Hall of Fame in November.

2 local men to be inducted into PA Hall of Fame

When talent meets preparation, dreams can come true.

Just ask Jack McDonald and Lance Rautzahn.

Both will soon add induction into the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame to
their long list of honors.

McDonald and Rautzhan are both members of the local Allen-Rogowicz
Chapter and were recently elected as part of the state’s 2014 hall of fame class.

The 52nd annual Pennsylvania State Hall of Fame Convention will take place
Nov. 7-8 at The Woodlands Inn in Wilkes-Barre.

Founded in 1962, the Pennsylvania Sports Hall of Fame seats 10 living and
two deceased inductees each calendar year. It is used as a way of recognizing
athletes, male or female, who have brought lasting fame to the state of
Pennsylvania through athletic achievements.

Other 2014 inductees include Mount Carmel native Joe Bressi, Deborah Hock,
Gerald Karver, Robert Donato, Robert Mlkvy, Ron Necciai, John Cartwright
and Joe Amato as the living inductees and legendary broadcasters Harry Kalas
of the Philadelphia Phillies and Myron Cope of the Pittsburgh Steelers as the
deceased inductees.

For McDonald, the honor came as a long-awaited surprise. He was nominated
13 years ago, but didn’t make it as one of the 10 inductees.

“The ballots came this year and I looked and saw my name,” McDonald said.
“It was a complete shock and honor.”

McDonald is a 1952 graduate of Pottsville High School, where he was a
record-setter in football and track. He became one of the greatest running
backs for Muhlenberg College, located in Allentown. He was the first Mule to
win the Maxwell Award as the Eastern College Football Player of the Week in
1953 in a 20-7 win over Lafayette. He won the award again in 1955 after
rushing for 127 yards to lead Muhlenberg past Temple 7-6, making him the
only Mule to win it twice.

“Being inducted has made me sit back and think about all of the athletic events
I was in and the great athletes and coaches,” McDonald said.

The 80-year-old led the Mules in rushing during his sophomore and senior
years and ranks among Muhlenberg’s top all-time rushers with more than
1,300 yards. McDonald was inducted into the Muhlenberg College Sports Hall
of Fame.

As a junior, McDonald was listed in Courier’s Magazine as one of the best
small college football players in the nation and was named to the all-star and
All-East teams.

McDonald is now retired and resides in Lebanon, Pennsylvania.

“When I went to high school in the late 40s and early 50s, things were different. We had helmets but no face guards and no
weight training,” McDonald said. “All you had were a lot of tough kids who loved to play the game.”

Like McDonald, Rautzhan was a multi-sport standout during his high school career, excelling in three sports at Blue
Mountain.

It was baseball, however, where Rautzhan made a name for himself.

After graduating from Blue Mountain, Rautzhan was drafted in the third round of the 1970 Major League Baseball Amateur
Player Draft by the Los Angeles Dodgers.

The left-handed pitcher played 7½ years in the minor leagues, setting the Eastern League record for complete games in a
single season with 21 for Waterbury in 1975, and was a 1975 Eastern League all-star.

Rautzhan pitched three years for Waterbury (1973-75), which played games against Reading in the Eastern League.

“I had a long career in the minors in front of my hometown fans,” Rautzhan said. “That was always what made it a lot of fun
for me.”

Rautzhan got the call to the major leagues in July 1977, and appeared in 25 games that season as a reliever. He would pitch
three years with the Dodgers (77-79), appearing in 80 games — all in relief — and pitched in 1977 and 1978 World Series
games against the Yankees.

When asked about his experience at the two consecutive World Series, Rautzhan feels they are once in a lifetime moments.

“I wish we would have won and beat the Yankees at least once, though,” he laughed.

Rautzhan was the winning pitcher in Game 3 of the 1978 NLCS against the Philadelphia Phillies and recorded a save that
clinched the 1978 National League West Division playoff against the San Francisco Giants.

“I’m very proud and happy to be a part of this prestigious group and I’m really looking forward to the induction ceremony,”
the 61-year-old said.
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After playing for the Dodgers, Rautzhan had his contract purchased by the Milwaukee Brewers in May 1979 and appeared in
just three games with the Brewers. He was traded from the Brewers to the Kansas City Royals in October 1979 had a brief
minor league stint in 1980 before retiring.

Rautzhan now lives in Myrtle Beach, South Carolina, where he spends his time managing a construction company.

“I would like to thank everyone at the local chapter for all of the hard work they put in to get me inducted,” Rautzhan said.

McDonald and Rautzhan started out simply playing the sports they love for the fun of the game and through hard work and
dedication, they were able to make an impact, not just on their hometowns, but on the state of Pennsylvania.
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Muhlenberg College takes sustainability
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local Lancaster County Farm Fresh
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can. And with designated dining halls for
kosher and dairy-free, students can rest
assured that they can eat healthy and
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From left are Blake Zimmerman, Brian Cocotti, Peter Bachman-Gregori and Jacob Cerami.

View and purchase photos

NEWTOWN TOWNSHIP - Five Boy Scouts from area troops were honored at the Aug. 13 board of supervisors’ meeting for their Eagle Scout service projects which improved several township parks.

On behalf of the board, supervisor Chairman Mike Gallagher read and presented the proclamations to: Jacob Cerami, Brian Coccetti and Peter Bachman-Gregori, all from Troop 74 in Wrightstown, as well as Blake Zimmerman of Troop 280 in Holland.

Zachary Sabol, of Troop 99 in Newtown was also honored, although was unable to attend the ceremony.

“Scouting for both boys and girls has been an integral part of our Newtown Township community as well as a positive influence for many years,” the proclamation read. “They are role models to their peers and assets and examples to their community.”

The projects were coordinated with the township’s parks and recreation director, Kathy Pawlenko, who works with the area’s scouting organizations.

“What it means for the township is that we got some really special young men who are willing to dedicate their time and give back to the community where they are from, and they did some really worthwhile projects,” she said.

For his Eagle project, 18-year-old Eagle Scout Jacob Cerami updated the arboretum plan for Robert Ridge Park, a 22-acre site on Lower Dolington Road and Frost Lane near Newtown Borough.

He created labels for every tree.

“There’re almost a hundred trees in the park and they’re not all native to this area,” Cerami explained.

He continued: “I went through and I talked to the naturalist and we made a map of the park and made plaques that go on each of the trees and the plaques have names, the [tree] size, the tree leaf colors and the scientific name.”

Cerami will be a freshman at Virginia State University in the fall, and will major in business information technology.

Fellow Troop 74 member Brian Coccetti, also 18, built a community herb garden at the township’s 50-acre Clark Nature Center on Durham Road.

As part of the project, the ten-year Scout raised the plant beds and put in a path which was compliant with the federal Americans with Disabilities Act.

“I cleared everything out, it was overgrown, the weeds were three feet tall,” Coccetti described. “I put cedar and Douglas fir beds in and perennial herbs.”

According to Coccetti, some of the trees were native while others were not. The walking paths were filled with wood chips.

“If the community wanted to go over and learn about the different plants, they would have the opportunity to,” he said.

Coccetti will attend Penn State’s College of Agriculture this fall.

Besides Scouting, he was involved in the local 4-H Club and represented Bucks County in state archery.

Meanwhile, 19-year-old Peter Bachman-Gregori, also of Troop 74, installed a 35-foot flagpole which is centrally located near the pavilion in Helen Randle Park, a 31-acre site on Swamp Road across from Bucks County Community College.

“I dug a big hole in the ground and I had to get cement,” he stated, “I put boxwood around the perimeter and that should grow in and fill the gaps. It should look really nice.”

Bachman-Gregori, who had been in Scouting for twelve years, said that his service project took about five days to complete, and he went back several times to water the plants.

According to the Scout, the park was lacking a flagpole and teams playing games there had to actually hold the flag.

Bachman-Gregori is a sophomore at Muhlenberg College with majors in biology and economics.

For his service project, 18-year-old Blake Zimmerman of Troop 280 in Holland restored the rhododendron garden at Clark Nature Center.

“The rhododendron garden was planted by Mr. [Lyman] Clark and it won a lot of awards dating back as far as 50 years ago,” Zimmerman said.

“The area was very overgrown with brush and weeds and all that,” he continued. “The rhododendron bushes were really suffering because of all that.”

Zimmerman said that they cleared out all the brush and put in stakes to keep up some of the fallen bushes, then adding soil and fertilizer.

“We put some signs around their to mark the area so people walking through Clark Nature Center would know a little about the history of the rhododendron garden and what it was,” he noted.

Zimmerman graduated from St. Joseph’s Preparatory School and will attend the Stevens Institute of Technology in Hoboken, N.J. and will focus on computer engineering.

Zachary Sabol of Troop 99 in Newtown, did not attend the supervisors' presentation.

Sabol's project installed a retaining wall and patio at Helen Randle Park to control erosion near the concession stand.

Service projects such as these are required for all Boy Scouts wishing to attain Eagle, Scouting’s highest rank.

Extensive planning and preparation go into every project, with each Scout required to raise funds and organize manpower to complete the goal.

The projects usually benefit a non-profit group or public entity, such as Newtown Township.

“These weren’t easy projects,” said township parks and recreation director Pawlenko.

“When you really saw the growth and maturity in [the Scouts] is when they struggled with a problem and they overcame it,” she explained.

According to Pawlenko, she tries to work with both Boy and Girl Scouts who want to do service projects in Newtown, and attempts to pair each Scout’s interest with what will “benefit the township.”

Newtown supervisors honor five Eagle Scouts for organizing service proj... http://www.buckslocalnews.com/articles/2014/08/14/the_advance/news/...
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By JEN KOPF | Lifestyle Editor

Forget the days when a salad bar or
Sunday morning omelets were special

occurences in a college dining hall.

Hungry, rushed college students today have
lots more options — a virtual small city's worth
of dining choices, all on one campus.

The Daily Meal, a website about food trends,
travel, recipes, restaurant life — basically, all
things "food" — just unveiled its 75 Best
Colleges for Food in America for 2014.

Several Pennsylvania colleges and universities
familiar to Lancaster folks made the list:
University of Pennsylvania, Bryn Mawr,
Gettysburg Dickinson and Muhlenberg all are
named, along with University of Delaware just
over the state line.

University of Pennsylvania,
Philadelphia (No. 29): Being situated in
Philadelphia definitely doesn’t hurt the
University of Pennsylvania’s dining options.

With one of the highest overall Yelp ratings of
all colleges considered, UPenn doesn’t stop
there. Buffalo hot wings, vegan chili made with
local (ingredients), gnocchi with roasted
vegetables and roast beef with rosemary gravy,
horseradish mashed potatoes and honey-
glazed carrots are just a few of the meals you

could get on campus.

And one of the ways that UPenn ensures that its food is so delicious is by making it as fresh as
possible by sourcing locally and following the farm-to-fork philosophy. Students can also
participate in sustainability efforts with the Green2Go program, which reduces waste by using
disposable to-go containers, or they can participate in the Low Carbon Diet Day and the Eat
Local Challenge.

Carl Socolow | Dickinson College

Wood-fired pizza on Britton Plaza -- made by students and using
fresh ingredients from the College Farm -- is the kind of food
event that helped propel Dickinson College, Carlisle, into the
ranks of the best colleges for food, according to The Daily Meal
website.

Buy this photo
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Cathy Colangelo

Partners in Education has new executive director

Cathy Colangelo has been appointed the new executive director of Greater
Hazleton Partners in Education by the organization’s board of directors.

She will succeed Dr. Edward S. Lyba, who founded the organization in 1992
and recently announced his retirement.

Colangelo begins her new duties on Monday.

“I’m excited for this new opportunity and challenge,” she said in a release. “I
feel like it’s a perfect fit where I can use my human resources knowledge and
experiences plus my educational background to further enhance what Partners
in Education has to offer the students and our local business partners.

Colangelo has been with Partners in Education since 2009 in an administrative
role.

Prior to that, she served as assistant to the guidance counselor at MMI
Preparatory School in Freeland and previously had a lengthy career in human
resources, including the position of HR assistant manager at the former
Quebecor World Hazleton.

She earned her associate degree in business administration from Penn State
University and her bachelor’s degree in human resources management from
Muhlenberg College. She obtained Professional in Human Resources (PHR)
certification from the Society of Human Resources Management and is also a
certified life coach and owner of her own coaching and retreat business.

Partners in Education is a nonprofit organization consisting of local business
and education partners focused on ensuring that all students leave school with
the academic, technical and employability skills necessary to be successful in
the 21st-century workplace

“Dr. Lyba created a unique opportunity for businesses and educators to work
together and I hope to continue to carry out his mission and vision for our
organization,” Colangelo said.

Area businesses that are interested in learning more about Greater Hazleton
Partners in Education or would like to become a member company can contact Colangelo at 570-450-6314, visit
www.partnersined.org or email

edufirst@ptd.net.
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David Caserta of Moore Township prac t ices  his  i l lus ion
for 'Amer ica's  Got Talent. '  (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO /
June 15, 2012)

By Kathy Lauer-Williams, Of The Morning Call
5:01 P.M. EDT, AUGUST 16, 2014
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Local man's 'America's Got Talent' audition not
quite magical
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Although his levitating trick was featured prominently in "America's
Got Talent" TV ads for this season, David Caserta's audition never
aired during the show.

A magician known for levitating above the marquee of the State
Theatre in Easton, Caserta says he performed his illusion for judges
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Howard Stern, Howie Mandel, Heidi Klum and Melanie Brown in
front of a live audience at Madison Square Garden. But the segment,
which was filmed, never appeared on the reality competition show's
ninth season, which continues through Sept. 17.

Caserta of Moore Township auditioned in March for the hit show and
got enthusiastic "yes" votes from all four judges, as well as a
standing ovation from the audience. He says he was instructed to
empty his schedule for "boot camp" week in New York City and even
had official AGT Twitter and Facebook accounts set up for him.

However two days before the April boot camp, he was called by
producers and told he wouldn't perform until the next round. But no
one ever called him back.

» Introducing the Shop O Matic blog for coupons, sales,
freebies and bargains from around the Lehigh Valley. Click and
start saving today!

"I'm not sure what happened," Caserta says. "They gave me no
answer. It's very disappointing. I just chalk it up to television editing."

However, Caserta thought his audition would still be aired on the
show, especially after a clip of his audition began appearing in the ad
previewing the season. A second ad promoting the season also
showed his audition.

Caserta is diplomatic about what happened and says that out of the thousands who audition only a small number
are filmed.

"It was great to be filmed and perform in front of the live audience," he says. "They thought what I did was neat
enough to show it on the ad."

It all capped several years of trying to get an audition for the popular show.

Caserta says he first tried to audition for "America's Got Talent" its first year in 2006 but ended up standing in line
all day in New York City without getting in. He sent a tape of his performance to producers and didn't hear
anything. The following year he got a call from producers who had him come in for a scheduled audition, but again
never heard back.

After a few years he was again called to audition and went to New York but once again heard nothing.

"I was ready to throw in the towel," he says.

Then earlier this year he sent a video and the producers contacted him immediately to come to New York to
perform at Madison Square Garden.

The audition experience was amazing, he says.

For his performance, he climbed up a ladder and had stage hands take away the ladder, leaving him in the air.

"It was great," he says. "The audience stood up and cheered. The crowd was going nuts."

He says the judges came over and even walked beneath him saying they couldn't believe their eyes.

"Howard Stern compare me to a 1920s vaudeville actor," Caserta says. "All four said "yes."

He says he spent the rest of the day doing on-camera interviews and being filmed walking around mingling with
other contestants.

Later he ran into Stern and says the shock-jock shook his hand saying, "I've seen a lot of magic but you blew me
away."

Caserta started performing magic at 11, and by age 16, was teaching courses in magic at colleges and
universities. After graduating from Muhlenberg College, he got a role on the popular 1980s show "Saved by the
Bell."

After college, he started doing a magic show at Dorney Park for the park's Halloween-themed Halloweekends.

"I ended up with a repertoire of Halloween magic," he says.

He also started working at the State Theatre because he "wanted to see how big shows work" and soon was doing
lighting design.

He put his magic and lighting together for a Halloween themed stage show called "Haunted Illusions," which
features high energy music, lighting special effects and video elements.

"I try to set the mood and take the audience on a journey using magic," Caserta says. "I'm really proud of it."

Caserta has presented the show at the State Theatre five times and will return Oct. 25.

He says it's a challenge every year to come up with new illusions. This year's show, which he tour all over the East
Coast during October, will feature him bringing a child from the audience on stage and making him vanish.

He also is working on a non-Halloween magic show he plans to tour in 2016.

He has developed his own company, Stonefield Productions, to produce his and other shows. One of the shows he
is producing is a holiday concert Nov. 20 at the State Theatre by Christian music vocalist David Phelps, who is best
known for singing tenor in the Gaither Vocal Band.

After the disappointment of his "America's Got Talent" stint, one might assume Caserta is done auditioning.

But he admits "just last week, I thought of another great act I could do for the show."

Caserta is not the first person with Lehigh Valley ties to have performed on "America's Got Talent."

Last year a shadow-story-telling dance group that included three Lehigh Valley natives made it to the semifinals on

America's Got Talent (tv program)
Television Industry
Howard Stern
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the eighth season of "America's Got Talent."

Catapult, which includes Allentown native Jaime Verazin and Easton sisters Rebecca and Madeline Moore, wowed
the judges with their stories created entirely with shadows.

A group that included an Easton native was a finalist on the seventh season of "America's Got Talent" in 2012. All
Wheel Sports amazed judges with an extreme sports act of choreographed trick bikes and gymnastics. Easton's
BMX biker Scott Twiford was a member of the group.

In 2010, Northampton grad and stand-up comedian Doogie Horner, came short of the semi-finals in the fifth season
of "America's Got Talent."

Kathy.lauer@mcall.com

610-778-2235

'HAUNTED ILLUSIONS'

•What: Moore Township magician David Caserta levitates, makes people disappear and performs other illusions in
this Halloween-themed magic show.

•When: 7 p.m. Oct. 25

•Where: State Theatre, 453 Northampton St., Easton

•How much: $20, $10, age 10 and under.

•Info: statetheatre.org, 1-800-999-7828

Copyright © 2014, The Morning Call
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Former Allen coach John Donmoyer ( left)  and Pr inc ipal Luke Shaf inksky unveil a plaque that w ill hang in the
school as  the floor  is  nam ed in his  honor Saturday, December 21, 2013 in Sewards  Gym nas ium at W ill iam
Allen High School in Allentown. (CHRIS KNIGHT / SPECIAL TO THE MORNING CALL /  December 21, 2013)

In his 40 seasons, Donmoyer won more games than any other District 11 coach.

By Keith Groller, Of The Morning Call

11:11 P.M. EDT, AUGUST 16, 2014
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John Donmoyer, a giant in Lehigh Valley
basketball, dies at age 75
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John Donmoyer, District 11's all-time winningest boys basketball
coach, died Saturday morning. He was 75.

His son, John Donmoyer Jr., said he died at St. Luke's Hospital-
Allentown after a brief illness.

The 1957 Allentown High graduate had an extensive football
background and played in both high school and at Muhlenberg
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College, but carved his niche as one of the most successful coaches
in local basketball history.

His career record, according to Morning Call records, was 624-423
over 40 seasons, including 12-11 in the 2013-14 campaign. His
1,047 varsity games coached was also a local record.

» YOUR TEAM. YOUR GEAR. YOUR WAY. Click here, for the latest
High School and College gear!

Donmoyer, for whom the court at Allen High School's Sewards Gym
was named last December, first served as the JV coach for the
legendary J. Milo Sewards.

He succeeded Sewards as Allen's coach in 1974 and guided the
Canaries for 23 seasons, posting a remarkable 423-226 record that
included five East Penn Conference championships and six District
11 titles. One of those district crowns came in his first season.

He was a three-time East Penn Conference coach of the year and
the 1983-84 Morning Call coach of the year in the first year the
newspaper honored a coach.

The highlights of his career, however, were back-to-back PIAA Class 3A Eastern championships in 1979 and '80.

Donmoyer, a member of the Lehigh Valley Basketball Hall of Fame, retired as a teacher and coach at Allen in 1997
but still wanted to be involved in basketball.

He was hired at Moravian Academy and almost instantly brought the program at the Class A school to a
respectable level.

In his 17 seasons as coach, Donmoyer's Lions qualified for the District 11 tournament with a .500 or better record
14 times. Before his arrival, Moravian Academy only qualified for districts four times in its entire history. He
coached six 1,000-point scorers at Moravian Academy and three at Allen.

Donmoyer, of Allentown, had planned to come back and coach in the 2014-15 season as Moravian Academy
opened a new athletic facility and began play as a full-time Colonial League member.

Besides the unprecedented number of victories, Donmoyer was considered one of the classiest, nicest people in
local sports. He was well-respected by his players, fellow coaches, administrators, officials, media and everyone
who knew him on the local sports scene.

Donmoyer's death comes less than a month after the death of another iconic coach. Salisbury mentor Bill Paulik
died July 18 at age 83. Paulik's teams won 539 games in 30 seasons from 1963-93.

Copyright © 2014, The Morning Call
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GALLERY: Taney
Dragons: The parents
speak

Manager Alex Rice and the team. A parent cites "his quiet, reassuring demeanor." MICHAEL S. WIRTZ / Staff Photographer

Melissa Dribben, Inquirer Staff Writer
LAST UPDATED: Sunday, August 17, 2014, 1:08 AM

During a tournament game early in the
Taney Dragons' rise to Little League

fame, an umpire made a call that seemed egregiously unfair
to everyone on the team.

The players reacted with restraint, knowing how strict Little
League rules are: no tantrums, foul language, or throwing of
equipment permitted, no matter how bone-headed a decision
might be.

Over at second base, Jahli Hendricks slapped his hand
against his thigh. His glove fell off. "He was thrown out of that
game, and the next one too," said his father, Keith. "They said
he had thrown the glove. He was not even allowed to be in
the dugout."

The team's manager, Alex Rice, took a moment to speak to
the boy. "Are you OK?" he asked, knowing the answer, then
put his arm around him. "You're human," he said. "It's all right.

Latest News Video

Monday, August 18, 2014   Member Login: Sign In  | Register

Share Tweet Reddit Email

Latest News Stories:

Taney Dragons
continue to make the
city swoon

LOVE Park ranger
beaten, spit upon

Report: Mo. teen shot
6 times

Man Shot As Protesters Defy Curfew in
Ferguson
AP

Taney Dragons: The parents speak http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20140817_Taney_Dragons__The_par...

1 of 7 8/18/2014 7:58 AM



Travel Deals

$549 & up -- Weeklong
Bermuda Cruises incl.
Extras

See all travel deals »

Weekly Circulars

WALMART:
The Best Styles for
Back-to-School Shopping
VALID UNTIL SEP 06

JCPENNEY:

The team will pick you up. There's no need to look backward.
We'll keep moving forward."

MORE COVERAGE

Meet the Taney Dragons: Players' bios

The scene in the stands

How the Little League World Series works

Without this kind of fatherly, low-blood-pressured coaching,
parents say, it is possible that their children might not have
become the first Philadelphia team to make it to the Little
League World Series. (Taney won its first game Friday and
plays its second Sunday night.) But these 12 talented players
would have lost out on the most valuable aspect of the game.

"The thing about Alex that I love, and wish I could emulate,"
said Keith Hendricks, "is his quiet, reassuring demeanor. That
kind of guidance for young people is so important."

Rice and his two coaches, Leland Lott and Reggie
Cummings, say they have tried to put as much effort into
teaching their players respect, patience, perseverance, and
cooperation as they have into honing their athletic skills.

"You're thrown into a role. It's like being a schoolteacher," said
Rice, 44, an architect from Center City. He grew up in
Concord, Mass., the son of a doctor and an elementary
school teacher. Although he played baseball, he was never
part of a Little League team. (He does not volunteer the
information, but he is a skilled badminton player.)

 

'Self-taught'

Rice knew nothing about coaching and had never aspired to,
he said, until he signed his son Jack up for the Taney program
six years ago. Every parent who filled out an application was
being recruited to coach. He allowed himself to be coaxed
into the job.

"We're all self-taught," he said. Taney provides some training,
but mostly, they have had to decide for themselves how they
wanted to lead the team. Whether by happy accident or
natural attraction, all three of the team's adults in charge are
calm and cool-headed men.

"We push the kids, but want to make sure it's a positive
experience," Rice said. "That they enjoy the game but
understand that they're part of a team. This is not recess.
There is structure. We are there with a purpose, but the goal
is not to win." Rather, it is to play as well as possible and be a
great teammate.

Much like his star pitcher, Mo'ne Davis, Rice is thoughtful and
introspective.

"He loves baseball in a romantic kind of way," said Maren
Gaughan, associate dean for development at the University of
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Pennsylvania School of Dental Medicine, who has been
friends with Rice and his wife for more than 20 years. She
said that when he started coaching Jack, "we thought it was
cute, a father-son thing. But really, he has built a whole
baseball family. This is going to sound corny, but I can
honestly say they have almost made it a spiritual trek."

 

A sanctuary

This does not mean that Rice ignored athletic ability when he
put together the all-star team.

"It's not either/or," explained Alison Sprague, whose husband
Lott, Leland, is a coach. (Their son, Jared, hit a three-run
home run Friday.) "Alex picked kids who are talented, who
love the game and are willing to work hard."

The loyalty that has developed among the players and their
parents was especially important to her family, she said. Five
of her husband's siblings have died within the last few years,
and she has been treated twice for breast cancer.

When she was too ill to cook, the families would make them
dinner. And when she was in the hospital, they would go
cheer for Jared at flag football games.

In the spring of 2013, during one of their lowest moments,
Leland Lott had to go to Chicago to care for his sister, who
was dying of esophageal cancer. He had not missed a game
in the six years since Rice asked him to help coach, and,
worse, Jared was pitching in an important tournament.

"It was hard for Jared for me not to be there, and knowing his
aunt was dying," he said.

"We lost the game," Alison said.

"And I lost my sister," her husband said.

The benefits of coaching - and being part of the team - have
worked both ways, said Lott, who often felt as if Taney was a
sanctuary, where he could focus on the joy of working with
children.

Easily overlooked in the voluminous, legalistic language of the
Little League rule book, a 100-page tome printed in a
microscopic font, are a few paragraphs dedicated to coaches
and parents.

They explain that Little League is not a babysitting service
and that participation requires as much dedication from adults
as it does from their children.

The cost of participation can be stressful. As a self-employed
contractor, Lott has had to leave work to get home at 4 p.m. in
time to cook dinner for Jared and get to practices by 5:30.
And the exacting requirements for documentation certifying a
child's age, place of birth, and relationship to both parents
often pose a challenge for less traditional families.
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"There's a big push to shine a light on these urban programs,"
he said, "but having parents to support them is key." It
requires an enormous amount of organization,
synchronization, and communication among families to
enable players to travel to games, he said.

And the parents have to share the same concern about
academics. Outfielder Tai Shanahan has not missed a day of
school since kindergarten.

Lott and Cummings came from large families, where sibling
relationships were vitally important. Cummings' father died
young, and Lott's was a union laborer who worked long hours.
At times, both coaches said, they feel as if they are fathers to
all the players. And they try to foster the same kind of
tolerance and affection that they had growing up.

"They bicker sometimes," Lott said, "but not when they are
playing."

Aside from the conscious directives they give the players
during practice and games, the coaches serve as models of
behavior, not only because of what they have achieved, but
what they have overcome.

 

'The real beauty'

Lott, 58, said he stumbled when he was young. After earning
a degree in political science from Muhlenberg College, where
he played football, he worked as a manager at John
Wanamaker, then in local promotion for Motown and Arista
records, which brought him into the same sphere as Lionel
Richie, the Temptations, and Smokey Robinson. His first
marriage ended in divorce and he has a son, Elliot, from
another relationship.

Looking back, Lott said, holding back tears, he regrets the lost
opportunity to coach Elliot's team.

"The real beauty in coaching is to see the progress of all the
kids," he said. The key players, particularly, can be very hard
on themselves. "They get in a slump, and you tell them, you
know it's going to pass. You don't have to do it all. Somebody
will pick you up."

 

mdribben@phillynews.com

215-854-2590
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By JANE HOLAHAN | Entertainment
Editor

Lydia Brubaker has directed 
everything   from sock puppet theater to King
Lear, low comedy to high drama and brief one
acts to full length plays.

She’s directed in actual theaters, bars and city
parks.

Her most recent project, “44 Plays for 44
Presidents,” was staged at Crystal Park and did
indeed involve 44 plays — all rather short, of
course —  about our 44 presidents.

She and her cast pulled off the complex show
with aplomb.   

As a member of Creative Works of Lancaster,
Brubaker is eager to bring new audiences to
the theater, to debut new work and  celebrate
the power of theater.

“Theater not only entertains, it also builds
community, teaches empathy, and encourages
curiosity and imagination,” Brubaker, 31, 
believes.

 “A performance you see might make you
laugh or cry, bring you joy or outrage, change
your perspective, affirm or challenge your
beliefs, take you by surprise, or start a
conversation,” she explains.

“Whatever it evokes, it will always be a unique
experience, a moment in time, shared with the actors on stage and audience members around
you.  It's intimate and immediate, and I don't think there's anything else quite like it.”

Jeff Ruppenthal / Staff

Lydia Brubaker poses for a photo near her home in Lancaster.

Buy this photo

What do you think?

ALS patients: Keep the Ice Bucket

Challenge flowing

'She wasn't ready yet': 17-year-old

Amber Martin's struggle continues

They're glad Lititz Pike Bridge has

closed

Suspect in custody after city stabbing

Girl, 16, injured when pit bull bites

her in Lancaster city

Coroner identifies Lancaster County

woman, 85, killed in Route 30 wreck

Two Lancaster County hunters' 6-year

fight to bring their polar bear trophies

home

MOST READ

Stories

Photos

Videos

In the Spotlight: Lydia Brubaker directs sock puppets, herds cats and cel... http://lancasteronline.com/news/in-the-spotlight-lydia-brubaker-directs-s...

1 of 4 8/18/2014 8:25 AM



Family: Mom, Mary Lou; sister, Amelia, and brother Isaac

Hometown: Lancaster and Willow Street

Education: B.A,  (theater and philosophy, double major) from Muhlenberg College

What I do when I’m not directing: Executive Assistant to the Provost at Franklin &
Marshall College

How I first got interested in theater: As a kid, I was always putting on some kind of silly
show for my parents and other family members and friends, making my sister dress up in goofy
costumes. When I was in elementary school, my parents started taking me to see a lot of local
productions, and they sent me to a (theater) day camp one summer. I loved watching plays and
I loved collaborating with other people on the camp show. I knew I wanted to keep doing both.

Theater background:  I did a lot of acting throughout school, and I started volunteering at
Theater of the Seventh Sister when I was in 4th grade.  My mom played fiddle for their
production of “Spoon River Anthology,” and I went along with her and sat through as many
rehearsals as I could. After that, I worked the box office, did some acting and administrative
work for them, started directing some shows, and eventually served as Associate Artistic
Director.  I learned a lot from all my work there and from Gary & Mary (Smith).

The first show I directed in Lancaster: “All Greek to Me,” a new play by local playwright
John Rohrkemper, who had been my neighbor when I was in elementary school. I was a
nervous recent College grad, and I think he was a bit wary that "little Lydia" was going to be
directing his play, but it turned out to be a wonderful collaborative process and the beginning of
a fruitful professional relationship. (Rohrkemper was in the cast of “”44 Plays”)

What I love about directing: I love the collaborative nature of it, especially when I get to
work on new plays with living playwrights.  I feel very fortunate to have the opportunity to do
that in my work with the Lancaster Dramatists' Platform.  I also love the way the process so
often involves research and exploration of all kinds of topics.  I'm always learning something
new.  It's a form of continuing education!

What I don't love so much: Scheduling and other logistics like finding rehearsal space. 
Most of the theater artists I work with have other jobs and commitments.  Getting everyone in
the same room at the same time can be like herding cats!

My philosophy about directing: Listen, and try things. I don't always have the best idea in
the room, but it's my job to recognize good ideas, put the puzzle pieces together, and help shape
the process and the production. I try to create an atmosphere in which contributors to the
project feel like they can make suggestions and take risks while I have my eye on the bigger
picture.

My favorite playwright: Harold Pinter

My favorite play: “The Homecoming”

The show I am proudest of directing: “Yule Laugh.” It was Creative Work’s very first stage
production after we debuted with “Sock Puppet Psycho.” We had committed to doing something
for the holidays, but we didn't have a show or a venue. We ended up doing a mix of short
published plays and new plays by local writers, all strung together with Christmas carol
parodies, and staged it in the 4th floor of the Keppel building.  I think we put it together in 3
weeks, and to many of us in CW, it exemplifies exactly the kind of thing we want to keep doing.

Three things you will find in my fridge: Fresh veggies from my CSA share, fish or seafood
of some kind, and pickles (often my own homemade)

If I could go anywhere in the world to see theater, I would go to: Edinburgh, Scotland
for the Fringe

My favorite vacation: Florence, Italy

My favorite movie: “Vertigo”
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Bands/musicians I am listening to right now: Jason Isbell, John Fullbright, Parker
Millsap, Pokey LaFarge, Tedeschi Trucks Band, Beck, Damon Albarn.

People would be surprised to know I: have always loved math.  

 The best thing my mom, or dad ever told me: On family hiking trips, my dad would say
that trails are only suggestions and that sometimes a detour could produce surprising results.
We'd all laugh because this usually meant that he had lost the trail, but I've found those to be
wise words. I think he knew that they were true in hiking and in life.

Jane Holahan is the editor of the Entertainment section at Lancaster Newspapers. She
can be reached atÂ jholahan@lnpnews.comÂ or (717) 481-6016. You can also
follow@JaneHolahanÂ on Twitter.
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André Café Acoustique closes out summer on a jazzy note

PAUL FEJKO At the Andre Cafe

Posted: 08/21/14, 12:47 PM EDT |
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CHESTER -- The last concert of the summer at the André Café Acoustique is coming Friday with a quartet promising spontaneous composition and improvisation.

The jazz foursome of George A. Johnson Jr. on drums; Paul Fejko on piano will be joined by Lawrence Jones on saxophone and Cliff Kellum on bass.

George A Johnson Jr. was born in Bridgeton, NJ and is a third-generation drummer. He began playing drums at the age of 5 and began playing professionally at the age of 12
in the Atlantic City music scene. As a young adult Elvin Jones and Art Blakey mentored Johnson; in fact, it was Jones who helped Johnson pick out his first set of drums.

A world class drummer, Johnson has played with some of the jazz greats including Jimmy Garrison, Buster Williams, Ron Carter, Lou Donaldson, Cedar Walton, Lonnie
Listen Smith, George Adams, Curtis Fuller and Johnny Hammond.

Paul “Fej” Fejko divides his time among many endeavors, most notably with theater and dance as a composer and conductor, but also as a concert organist and pianist. As of
this time, he has recorded 13 CDs of large European and American organs, covering a wide range of existing repertoire and his own improvisations. He has been the
long-time musician at historic Gloria Dei (Old Swedes’) Church in Philadelphia and is a musician with the Dance and Theatre departments at Muhlenberg College in
Allentown.

Fej is a product of The Curtis Institute of Music (class of ‘75) where he studied with Alexander McCurdy, Rudolf Serkin and Max Rudolf. His first taste of opera came at
Curtis from Dino Yannapoulos - a long-time stage director at the Met in NY.

In 2003 he founded and is now the Artistic Director of ‘The Chester Performing Arts Project’, a foundation dedicated to bringing world class performing arts to the formerly
depressed industrial city of Chester, PA. His André Café Acoustique in Chester is becoming well known in the region.

For this concert. which begins at 8 p.m., a donation of $20 will be asked at the door. The André Café Acoustique is located on the NE corner of 5th Street and Edgmont
Avenue, across from the Chester Post Office.

There are directions and a map atandre-cafe.com or call 609-462-9000.
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Visiting Nurse Association Elects Four New Members To Its
Board
Written by Fred Scaglione   
Thursday, 21 August 2014 00:28

Visiting Nurse Association of Hudson Valley (VNAHV), a family
of home healthcare organizations that includes Hospice Care in
Westchester and Putnam and VNA Home Health Services, has
elected four new trustees to its board of directors.

Appointed to the board were Ron Corti, President and Chief
Executive Officer of St. John’s Riverside Hospital; Dr. Peggy
Tallier, Program Director of the Nursing Program at Mercy
College: Dr. Mark Brauning, Director of the Hospitalist Program
at Northern Westchester Hospital and Internal Medicine
physician at Mount Kisco Medical Group; and Deborah
Neuendorf, Vice President of Administration at Hudson Valley
Hospital Center.

“We are delighted to welcome such an accomplished and
well-respected group of new board members. Each new member
brings a wealth of experience and a unique perspective to our
organization,” said Michele Quirolo, President and Chief Executive
Officer of VNAHV. “As healthcare models continue to evolve,
organizations must be able to respond quickly and efficiently to
ensure that high quality care remains a priority. This can only be
achieved with a board that understands both the health care
environment and the community we serve.   We are so fortunate to
have the leadership and guidance of these individuals as VNA enters
a new period in its history and as we continue working to meet the
growing demand for home care needs in our community.”

Corti has been President and CEO of St. John’s Riverside Hospital in
Yonkers since 2010.   His commitment to high quality community healthcare has been
unwavering throughout his career. Corti has held a variety of positions at health care
organizations including Empire Blue Cross Blue Shield, Mt. Sinai Medical Center, Yonkers
General Hospital, and at St. John’s Riverside Hospital, where he started as Vice President of
Strategic Planning and Business Initiatives.

Tallier is Program Director of the Nursing Program at Mercy College. Her education includes
undergraduate degrees from Muhlenberg College and Kean College, a Master of Public
Administration and Nursing Management degree from Fairleigh Dickinson University, and a
Doctorate of Education from Columbia University’s Teachers College.

Brauning is the Director of Northern
Westchester Hospital Center’s Hospitalist
Program and practices Internal Medicine at
MKMG. He received his undergraduate
degree at University of Michigan, Ann Arbor
and completed his medical education at
Dartmouth Medical School. 

Neuendorf has been Vice President of
Administration at Hudson Valley Hospital
Center since 2001. She has extensive work
experience in quality management at North
Shore University Hospital/Cornell Medical
Center. Neuendorf received a Bachelor of
Science Degree from University of Kentucky,

a B.S.N. from St. Louis University, and an M.S.N. from Emory University.
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Peyton R. Helm: College students have a right to
ask lots of questions
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In four years Muhlenberg College's president will chant a Latin incantation over this group of freshmen, awarding
the bachelor's degree "cum iuribus et privilegiis ad eum pertinentibus" — which means "with all the rights and
privileges pertaining thereto."

What are these "rights and privileges"? You might think rights are something you get automatically that can't be
taken away, while privileges are something you earn, but it's not that simple.

Let's start with rights. You probably think you have certain "inalienable rights," but I must tell you that the rights of a
private college like Muhlenberg can, in fact, make some of those rights "alienable" after all.

For example:

» The latest on traffic, delays and road construction delivered to
your mobile phone. Click to sign up to receive text alerts!

•You may have the right to remain silent, but I wouldn't suggest you
exercise it. After all, your professors have a right to grade you on the
basis of class participation.

•We are strong supporters of your right to free speech, but we also
insist on civility, and we are vigilant in responding to incidents of hate
speech.

Many rights are related to your status as college students.

•You have a right to ask questions — lots of questions. That's part of
getting an education.

•If you have a disability, you have a right to appropriate
accommodations. By the way, oversleeping your morning classes is
not, at least so far, a recognized disability.

•Each of you has a right to sovereignty over your own body. If you
are thinking of bringing your body in contact with somebody else's
body, remember that this right works both ways. Consent is not only
sexy; it's also the law!

There are many other rights you may or may not have. Too many to
recount, in fact.

So let's turn to "privileges." How many of you have heard the phrase
"Check your privilege!"? It means in part that you should be aware of how good you have it compared to others.

•Each one of you is privileged to be here. Now you certainly worked hard to get here, but you didn't entirely earn
this privilege. Many of you were born into families that valued education and had the resources to encourage and
support your studies; even so, most of you could not be here without generous financial aid provided by people you
have never met.

•You have the privilege of associating with fellow students, faculty and staff who have been as carefully selected as
you were. You will make lifelong friendships, and find professors who will coax from you the best work of which you
are capable, and staff who are passionately devoted to your safety, health, well-being, and personal development.
You have an opportunity to become the best, smartest, most interesting person you are capable of being.

For many of you, the greatest privilege is one you did not earn and one you may not even know you have. It is the
privilege of being what American society considers "normal."

This is a privilege you may not fully understand unless you have lived in a culture not your own for long enough to
feel disoriented — starved for familiar language, food, music and friends. Each of you is probably normative in
some way, but bear in mind that those who differ from your norm experience this feeling of disorientation every
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day. Many of us do not give a second thought to:

•Driving through an unfamiliar neighborhood without getting pulled over by the police.

•Holding hands with a boyfriend or girlfriend as we walk down the street without people staring or calling us names.

•Wearing clothing and headgear that does not attract prejudiced remarks.

And yet there are many among us who cannot enjoy these "privileges." And the fact that the majority of us don't
have to worry about these differences may be the greatest privilege of all.

We talk a lot on this campus about the relationships among three concepts: power, privilege and difference.

I challenge you to join this conversation with thoughtfulness, civility, an open mind, and most of all empathy for
those who are different from you.

This will be one of the most powerful learning opportunities you will find here at Muhlenberg. Make the most of it.

Peyton R. Helm is president of Muhlenberg College. This is adapted from his opening convocation speech to
freshmen on Sunday.
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 | Posted: Sunday, August 24, 2014 6:15 amBy KAREN SHUEY | Staff Writer

Go big or go home.

That may be the best way to describe Tom Corbett’s
campaign strategy.

With dismal approval ratings and polls showing him far
behind his Democratic challenger, the governor is
deploying a number of tactics in his attempt to win over
voters.

But politcal experts and party leaders say that, with little
to show from his first four years in office, Corbett is
heading into uncharted territory by becoming the first
gubernatorial candidate in history to run against
Harrisburg — twice.

Most modern gubernatorial candidates seeking a first
term, including Corbett, focus their campaigns on
attacking the “Harrisburg culture” and “capitol insiders.” No incumbent has ever repeated the theme.

Until now.

Corbett promised in 2010 to deal with an exploding budget deficit, reduce the imprint of government,
privatize many of the services the state controls and hold lawmakers more accountable. He accomplished
some of that, and now he’s asking for more time.

However, unlike four years ago, the governor can’t run as an outsider anymore.

“In running against Harrisburg, Corbett is essentially running against himself. In indicting Harrisburg for
its failures, he is essentially indicting himself for his failures,” Franklin & Marshall College political
analyst G. Terry Madonna said.

Still, picking a fight with Harrisburg might be Corbett’s best strategy in a race with few good choices. No
one has ever attempted what he is trying to do.

Then again, no governor in modern times has ever been where Corbett is today.

Uphill climb

While Corbett’s popularity has stayed steady since hitting an all-time low in an October 2013 Franklin &

Corbett tries similar campaign
tactic the second time

Gov. Tom Corbett is on the campaign trail
for a second term in the post. The
Republican is doing something no
incumbent has done before — running
against Harrisburg. 
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Marshall College poll, Madonna said the window for him to build a case for a second term is closing.

Corbett has a lower job-performance rating than either Ed Rendell or Tom Ridge at similar points in their
first terms.

With approval ratings far higher than Corbett's, both governors went on to win a second term. In fact,
every sitting governor has been elected to four more years since Pennsylvania first allowed governors to
seek re-election in 1970.

“He is literally sort of stuck, and he’s got nowhere to go,” Madonna said. “He’s got to demonstrate that
he’s a leader and that he’s a fighter for the people.”

Bob Walker, a former congressman from Manheim Township who now works as a Republican strategist,
said it's going to be difficult for Corbett because his plans to privatize state liquor stores, sell off the
management of the state lottery and reform the state’s pension systems have stalled.

“I think he’s on the right track, but the fact is, he’s had four years to work with the Legislature to get
those things done,” he said. “To turn around now and try to run against that is going to be a pretty tough
task."

Risky business

Muhlenberg College political analyst Chris Borick pointed out the obvious conundrum Corbett faces by
running against Harrisburg: It pits him against his own party.

And, he said, the odds that the GOP majority will deliver a victory for the Corbett campaign are slim.

While all 203 state House seats and half of the 50 state Senate seats will be decided as well in November,
Madonna pointed out that 186 incumbents are facing no opposition and fewer than half of the races have
any real chance of flipping party control.

Even if they had more incentive to pass legislation, Madonna and Borick aren’t sure Corbett has the
support of all GOP lawmakers.

The Republican governor called out the leaders in his own party in July for failing to overhaul the state’s
pension systems. In a televised press conference from the Capitol, he told the media that the General
Assembly had failed the people of Pennsylvania.

A majority of lawmakers in the Lancaster County state delegation agree.

Reps. Gordon Denlinger of Narvon and Keith Greiner of Leola said that Corbett hit the nail on the head
regarding the lack of progress on key issues.

“I fully support the governor in his efforts to show strong, decisive leadership. He can count on my full
support,” Denlinger said in an email. Reps. Steve Mentzer of Manheim Township, Mindy Fee of
Manheim, Dave Hickernell of West Donegal Township and Bryan Cutler of Peach Bottom also pledged
their support.

Corbett tries similar campaign tactic the second time - LancasterOnline: ... http://lancasteronline.com/news/local/corbett-tries-similar-campaign-tacti...

2 of 4 8/25/2014 8:17 AM



Sen. Lloyd Smucker backs the plan to reform pensions but said he doesn’t like the tactics Corbett is using
to get it done.

“Attacking the legislative process is not the way I would go about building consensus,” the West
Lampeter Township Republican said.

Rep. Mike Sturla of Lancaster city has a problem with the Corbett-backed plan. The Democrat said the
proposal would do nothing to address the current unfunded liability facing taxpayers.

“This latest salvo is little more than an election-year ploy of a desperate candidate attempting to divert
attention from his abysmal record,” he said in an email.

Supporting cast

Corbett is down.

But is the governor so vulnerable that even his own party wants him out?

The state’s top Republican Party leader says no. But he acknowledges there are some severe rifts in the
GOP.

“Listen, there is only so much Corbett can do. There are 253 men and women who do what they want,”
Republican Party Chairman Rob Gleason said.

Corbett has come under fire from both the conservative and progressive sections of his own party.

His decisions to drop the legal dispute surrounding the voter identification law he signed in 2012, to not
appeal the court ruling that struck down a same-sex marriage ban and to support medical marijuana
legislation are unpopular with the right.

And his negotiating tactics are disliked by those with a more moderate reputation.

Senate Republicans are still considering legal action against Corbett over a line-item veto of $7.2 million
in legislative spending. Corbett cited their lack of action on pension reform as the main reason for the cut.

“Back in the day, it was easier to get what you wanted done,” Gleason said of Corbett’s inability to get
reforms passed. “Today, you have a whole bunch of people getting elected that are hell-bent on
circumventing things they want to get done.”

But when push comes to shove, Gleason said, the party will put aside differences.

The challenger

Even with Corbett’s low popularity rating, Madonna said the outcome of the election will depend largely
on whether Tom Wolf can keep the momentum on his side.

So far, things are looking pretty good for the Democratic contender.

Borick said the Wolf team is doing the smart thing by not taking big risks. The candidate has quietly been
hitting the campaign trail, while his political action committee does the heavy lifting by attacking
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Corbett.

Jeffrey Sheridan, a Wolf campaign spokesman, said his candidate is prepared to work hard for a victory.

“We take nothing for granted. I think this is going to be a tough battle to the end,” he said.

Sheridan said the campaign team knew the election season was going to be long, with advertisements
hitting the airwaves early.

The team is sticking with the strategy it used to edge out the competition in the crowded primary race:
finance well-produced commercials, hit the campaign trail and steer clear of political drama.

Borick said that Corbett and his team must remain aggressive if they want a shot at defeating the popular
newcomer.

“You only have so many chances, so you want to get out there quickly and hope some of these arguments
he’s making about Wolf start to stick with the public,” he said. “It would be deadly for the governor to sit
back.”
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Every college and university has one thing in common: it is a major part of the community around it. When you
become a part of a school, you also become a part of the community surrounding it—after all, those are the
restaurants, movie theaters and grocery stores that you’ll be frequently visiting. 

In order to connect new students with that community and give them a sense of the connection they have to it, many
schools include community service and tours of local businesses with their orientation. 

At Muhlenberg College [http://muhlenberg.edu/]  in Allentown, Pa., two pre-orientation programs set out to welcome
students and connect them with the surrounding Lehigh Valley.

Connecting with Community, the first of the pre-orientation programs offered at Muhlenberg, takes up to 20 students
and works with some of the college’s local not-for-profit community partners. While they’re at it, they take advantage
of the great local restaurants and parks. Treasures of the Lehigh Valley includes tours of the West End Theatre
District, Allentown Parks, ethnic restaurants and other out-of-the-way eateries. Students get to see a movie in an Art
Deco movie theater, a tour of the Martin Guitar factory, tours of Arts Quest, Symphony Hall, the Allentown Art
Museum and even the chance to ring an exact replica of the Liberty Bell. 

The University of Kentucky [http://uky.edu/]  welcomes its new students with Fusion, the largest single-day community
service event in the state. Students have the opportunity to work on local volunteer sites doing everything from
working with animals to restoring local gardens. 

Similarly, on the second day of Welcome Week at Creighton University [http://creighton.edu/]  in Omaha, Neb.,
students can take part in the annual Men and Women for Others Community Immersions and Service Trips,
reflecting the Jesuit, Catholic University’s mission. 

Other community service projects focus around taking care of not only the community surrounding the school but
also the environment. At Goucher College [http://goucher.edu/]  in Baltimore, On Friday, Aug. 22, more than 450
students went around Baltimore to work with local groups on environment projects. Through “Goucher Connects,”
students will work with Baltimore Rec and Parks, Baltimore Tree Trust, Blue Water Baltimore, Civic Works, and
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Students at Goucher College work on
environmental projects through "Goucher Connects"
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Parks & People Foundation doing manual labor.

Warren Wilson College [http://warren-wilson.edu/]  in Asheville, N.C., focuses on community service year-round, with
their 800 students contributing more than 50,000 hours of service to their community yearly. During orientation this
year, students work on projects that are about food security. More than 350 students, faculty and staff from Warren
Wilson will be working at 22 different sites supporting local community agencies that work to fight hunger in
Buncombe County, N.C. These include school and community gardens as well as local food banks.

Engaging in the community and contributing to it is a great way to get to know your new surroundings and feel
connected to the community where you’ll live and learn for the next four years.

Posted 6 minutes ago by The Choice
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How to make bird-friendly windows
AUGUST 28, 2014    LAST UPDATED: THURSDAY, AUGUST 28, 2014, 1:21 AM

BY JIM WRIGHT
SPECIAL TO THE RECORD
THE RECORD

The NFL's Minnesota Vikings created quite a flap in birding circles recently by refusing to make their next stadium bird-friendly.

Even though the stadium is being built along a migratory route used by tens of millions of birds every year, and birds can fly into most glass
because they cannot see it, the stadium's exterior will be almost 40 percent reflective glass — roughly 200,000 square feet.

The Vikings could use a type of glass that's safer for birds, but it would cost an estimated $1.1
million. They say no dice.

Although more than 60,000 bird-lovers have signed an online National Audubon Society
petition in protest, it is uncertain whether the Vikings will have a change of heart.

Like charity, however, bird conservation should also begin closer to home. How can backyard
bird-watchers reduce bird strikes at their own windows?

For answers, I turned to Daniel Klem, a leading advocate for bird-safe windows and a professor
at Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania. He has studied the problem for four decades, including
research in the 1990s that showed that between 100 million and a billion birds were killed by
flying into buildings every year. "Based on the evidence we've been able to gather since then, I
now think the figure is closer to 1 billion," he says.

One reason, Klem says, is that people have a disconnect when it comes to birds and windows. "When people think of conservation disasters,
they think of the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico or the Exxon Valdez spill in Alaska," says Klem, "even though it would take 333 Exxon
Valdezes every year to equal 100 million birds killed in window strikes."

Yet few folks are talking about making windows safer.

"I love windows as much as anybody else," Klem says. "We just need to make them safe. We have the technology and the means. We just
need to apply it."

For large new buildings, that means glass with special coatings or patterns visible only to birds.

But backyard bird-watchers can take a few simple steps to reduce bird strikes as well. Because every window can act like a perfect mirror on
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Daniel Klem has been studying bird strikes against windows for four decades. The Minnesota Vikings' new stadium will be

nearly 40 percent glass, and the team will not spend $1.1 million for bird-safe glass.
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birds won't see them because the reflection on the outside masks them."

Birds are also less likely to fly into dirty panes: "The Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago was the first institution I am aware of that purposely
'soaped' their windows during the migratory periods to reduce the window threat to birds passing through their grounds."

If you insist on clean windows, you might think twice about where you place your bird feeders. Klem did a study on that as well.

"We documented that the closer to the window you put the feeder and watering areas, the more birds' lives you'll save," the professor says.
"Within 1 meter of the window, you're not going to get any kills. A bird that's farther than 3 feet away can leave a perch and build up enough
momentum to kill itself outright when it strikes your glass."

The one drawback to moving your feeder closer to your window is those dreaded squirrels will have easier access, but as Klem points out: "If
you have a bird feeder, you also have a squirrel feeder."

His advice to the Vikings regarding their next stadium is simple. "You're building a bird killer," he says. "Is that what you want your
beautiful structure to represent? Surely you must take some steps to make it safe for these animals and still make a wonderful
entertainment venue for all those who enjoy football."

Got questions about birding? Email features@northjersey.com.

© 2014 North Jersey Media Group
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RUNA - Current Affairs - Review and Interview
By Gideon Thomas, for FolkAlley.com

Runa is a band whose five members hail from three
different countries - the US, Canada and Ireland. The band
won Top Group and Top Traditional Group in the Irish
Music Awards this year, and their love of the (often shared)
traditions they find in music are ties that bind the members
together, and their new album, Current Affairs draws from a
range of musical forms and song types.

From the singing of Pete Seeger to Gaelic ballads to
traditional British songs to modern singer-songwriter-penned
pieces, the collection has an interesting mix and blend of
pieces which have entered the bands' repertoire. I discuss
this and more with Shannon Lambert-Ryan from the band
below, but first, let's take a dip into the album and see how it
feels.

Opener "The Banks Are Made Of Marble" reveals a
musicianship that is immediately both Irish and American.
Almost as a statement of intent, Maggie Estes White's fiddle
reaches across the oceans. The sometimes-sombre "Wife Of
Usher's Well" is then treated to quite a jaunty, accordion-led
arrangement, and, as the tale spills out, you realise how
fitting the vocal actually is. It is so great to see new blood
taking on the various song and tune traditions as contained
on the album, and treating them as well as RUNA do.

"The Hunter Set" shows clarity and drive, highlighting the
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adaptability of the musicians - and their ease with playing
away from their 'home' styles. Estes White's fiddle leads
things off, followed by an especially effective use of a
bluesharp /banjo combination. Next up is an interesting take
on "Henry Lee," with a pumping, driving feel, which it
shares with a lot of its compatriots on Current Affairs.
Again, Lambert-Ryan's voice fits the choice of songs well,
backed with a chopping fiddle and well-placed percussion.
Songs like this, indeed Current Affairs as a whole, take the
traditions in different directions, with the band's selection of
instruments adding to the story.

A gorgeous version of Amos Lee's "Black River" is
fabulously sung, with some very neat harmonies bringing it
up and down. The Gaelic song set, "Aoidh, Na Dean Cadal
Idir / A Chomaraigh Aoibhinn Ã“," is well tempered
between voice and a simple but effective backing, where the
beauty of the songs is to the fore, never encumbered - the
band have that ineffable quality, understanding, which is not
always obvious with other groups.

"The False Knight Upon The Road" is both bright and
exuberant, with the band taking the decision to treat it thus.
The tune really flows, bringing out different parts of the song
in different ways. The harmonies have a rushing quality to
them, with guitar and some deft mandolin underpinning
everything. "Ain't No Grave" is the only moment where the
album falls down slightly for me. The version is a little
'lacking', amid the desire for a little more grit. Still, there are
effective, multi-layered harmonies, and an interesting,
vibrant arrangement. The sliding fiddle and coda works very
well.

Inclusions from the pens of Kate Rusby and Davy Steele
show that the net which Runa cast spreads far and wide, and
will no doubt bring more listeners to the original writers.
"The Ruthless Wife" has a lovely bouncing banjo courtesy of
Ron Block, and the song stands out as a fascinating story,
continuing traditions in different ways, those of family
stories and stories of families. The musical journey visits
more new and different places on the "Land Of Sunshine"
set, which proves that instrumental music can and does
actually tell a story, on a piece which feels new and
contemporary. Bright, breezy, elegant, and very well put
together.

"Rarie's Hill" is a fitting summation of the project - full of
personal input, and wanting to take the traditions forward by
working out new ways for its songs.

Current Affairs will draw favourable comparison with bands
like Bodega, and listening to it makes you glad that Runa
exist and are making the music which they are. I hope that
the album brings as much joy to as many other people as it
has to me. It is a bold statement, one which blends Irish
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music (in the instrumentation, and especially in the tune
sets), with an American sensibility in its influences and
execution.

I was fortunate enough to be able to speak to Shannon
Lambert-Ryan from RUNA about the band, the new
record, and their choices of songs and tunes.

GT: Can you tell us a little more about the band members
and your backgrounds. What do each of the members bring
to the table in terms of their musicianship?

S L-R: FionÃ¡n de Barra (guitar, bass & bodhrÃ¡n) is
originally from Dublin, and began his musical career as the
solo guitarist with Riverdance in Radio City Music Hall. He
has acted as the musical director for Clannad, Moya
Brennan, and Keith and Kristyn Getty for many years. His
diverse musical influences (from Miles Davis to Django
Reinhardt) drive his creativity on guitar.

Our mandolin and banjo player Dave Curley hails from
Galway, Ireland. Since receiving his BA in music from
Limerick University, Dave has found a lot of success on an
international scale.

Montreal's Cheryl Prashker is a truly unique percussionist,
playing with many of the country's top folk artists -
including Jonathan Edwards. Cheryl blends her love of all
things Celtic with her formal, classical training at Magill
University and vast experience in middle-eastern folk music
to produce a one-of-a-kind accompanist.

Maggie Estes White is from Kentucky, but is now living in
Nashville. Maggie's expertise is bluegrass but extensive
training in classical and traditional music combine to give
her an exciting playing style. Maggie is a regular on the
Grand Ole Opry stage in Nashville (having made her debut
there at the young age of 13) and has already established
herself as a seasoned player well beyond her years.

And I grew up in Philly around folk and world music,
studied at Muhlenberg College, and performed as a
step-dancer, actor, and singer. I have a passion for history
and drama, and this helps to drive the band's pursuit of
stories worth singing about. In addition to singing, I manage
the band. So, it keeps me balanced, but very busy!

GT: What are some of your influences, and how did your
repertoire shape itself?

S L-R: Anything from Bach to Led Zeppelin and everything
in between!

We all come from a variety of musical and geographical
backgrounds and we try to embrace all of those backgrounds
and include them in our music. They have really helped to
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shape our sound and to create something different.

We like to think of our music as "Celtic Roots music". Like
the roots of a tree, the musical roots of any genre spread out
in many directions - the roots that have influenced a musical
style and the roots that will be influenced by that musical
style. The origins of Celtic music are rooted in traditional
Irish and Scottish music, and its roots have continued to
influence bluegrass, folk, and Appalachian music. In RUNA,
we like to explore all of those different roots and genres!

As far as our repertoire, FionÃ¡n and I had recorded an
album of traditional Irish and Scottish songs in February
2008 that formed the original basis for the band. We started
working on those songs to begin with, just to get the ball
rolling and to see what suited us. In early June of that year,
FionÃ¡n brought a song to the table that he had played with
a dear friend, Geraldine MacGowen, several years earlier.
The song was Claudine Langille's "Jealousy" and it turned
out to be the song that established RUNA's signature sound.

We spend a great deal of time, carefully, researching songs
whose story is as relevant now as when it was written, which
gives the band more material to work with.

GT: Tell us about putting the album together. How long did
the process take and how did you decide on the choices of
songs and tunes for the record?

S L-R: It, usually, takes us the better part of a year to
produce an album from the start of the research/writing
process to the final touches of the mixing and mastering.
Deciding on the songs and tunes or "set list" for an album is
probably the most important part of the process, since those
songs and tunes create the skeleton around which everything
else is built. So, probably, almost one third to half of the
overall time working on an album is dedicated to
researching, writing, and choosing the right songs. We tend
to gravitate toward songs with really poetic lyrics and
interesting melodies that we feel we will be able to make our
own.

With each album, we try to explore new sounds and ideas,
and with "Current Affairs", it was the first time that we were
working with Maggie for a recording. We were, also,
incredibly lucky to have some of our dear friends and
brilliant musicians from Nashville join us on a few tracks!
So, in many ways, we had a whole new array of options at
our fingertips. We delved a bit into the bluegrass realm with
some of the songs and tunes on this album (something we've
wanted to do for a while), while still remaining true to
RUNA's signature sound. RUNA's current line-up offers
some new musical opportunities and we've really tried to
take advantage of them with this album! So, when looking at
songs and tunes this time around, we've expanded our well
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of resources to include bluegrass and Appalachian material
along with Irish, Scottish, and folk music.

GT: Some of your arrangements are very interesting and
individual - how did the new ways for some of the older
songs come about?

S L-R: RUNA strives to present fresh-sounding music to its
listeners. So, when we look at the content of an older song -
the melody and the lyrics, we try to find a common thread
between the present day and the older world of the original
version of the song. Our arrangements are a combination of
our varied musical backgrounds and our diverse
geographical upbringing.

GT: I'm really interested in how you take the traditions, and
push them in new directions. How much of a deliberate
choice has this been?

S L-R: The choice is very deliberate. In RUNA, we try to be
respectful of the traditions and the roots of the music we
perform but, we, also, believe that the tradition is a living,
developing entity and that, if it stood still, it would not be as
widely accepted and enjoy around the world. Every
generation of musicians has their own take on this
development. We hope ours is pleasant for all of our listeners
both young and old.

GT: How would Runa describe the "modern reality" of the
Irish American experience?

S L-R: RUNA is a great example of the current, Irish
American experience. We have two members fresh off the
boat from Ireland and two from the United States. Our fifth
member is from Montreal, Canada. The "modern reality" is
quite subjective. We travel nationwide and witness an
overwhelmingly genuine, open, and fun embracing of the
two cultures. We truly enjoy incredible establishments like
the Irish Center in Philadelphia, an institution for many
generations (now in some difficulty due to a change in the
socialisation of the current generation I suppose!) where the
Irish American community congregates and shares its music
and culture.

GT: Finally, what's Philadelphia like in terms of its scene, its
music, and its people? What recommendations do you have
for readers?

S L-R: The Irish and folk music scenes in Philly are vibrant
and youthful with great venues and festivals around the city
and surrounding areas, showcasing wonderful talent. We
love going to see shows here in the area when we're not
away touring. Of course, Philadelphia is a huge hub for
many local and touring artists in many genres. With its ideal
geographic location, it's a hot spot for arts and culture,
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drawing together artists and audiences of multiple
generations, including a large percentage of Irish-American
citizens.

RUNA's Philly recommendations:
Plough and the Stars, Fergie's Pub, & The Philadelphia Irish
Center (pub/session)

Kimmel Center & World CafÃ© Live (concert venues)

The Beautiful Sellersville Theatre (concert venue a stone's
throw away from Philly)

Philadelphia Folk Festival, Bethlehem Celtic Classic,
Musikfest, & Spring Gulch Folk Festival (festivals). FionÃ¡n
and I met at the Philly Folk Festival, and that was the start of
our friendship (we're now married) and, eventually, to the
band.

Posted by Linda Fahey at August 27, 2014 7:58 PM
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There’s a national day for everything,
and today it’s bow ties. Muhlenberg

College President Peyton Randolph “Randy” Helm, a
diehard bow tie wearer, took to You Tube to show the world
just how to tie one.

“If there’s one thing you need to know, it’s how to tie a bow
tie,” Helm tells the audience, “because we all know, bow ties
are cool.”

Helm, a history scholar and former University of
Pennsylvania administrator who has led the Allentown
college since 2003, warns watchers not to use clip ons: “Not
cool.”

The 2:02 video can be viewed at https://www.youtube.com
/watch?v=BO96fvVhnfo.

About This Blog

CampusInq provides higher education news about
colleges and universities throughout the Philadelphia
region and beyond. Look here for breaking news stories,
features and newsy nuggets that might or might not
appear in the print version of the Inquirer.
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Conservation ornithologists and raptor biologists, such as those at Hawk Mountain
(hawkmountain.org (http://www.hawkmountain.org/)) and at Muhlenberg
College (aco.muhlenberg.edu (http://aco.muhlenberg.edu/)), are realizing how
important — as sprawl produces more windows at industrial parks and new homes —
devising products to prevent bird-window collisions are really important to maintaining
healthy populations, preventing listing species or extirpation and extinction. Higher
vertebrates — mammals and birds — are high on the food chain, thus are good
bio-indicators of the health of the environment.

Now, after 45 years of field research, Dan Klem of the biology department at
Muhlenberg College has met with success getting colleagues to realize the
destructiveness as also this avian mortality factor takes the young, physically fit
individuals, hence non-selective. Birds die in most numbers in migration, including
raptors chasing flying prey.

Partners-in-Flight, an umbrella organization of professionals overseeing breeding birds
which winter south of the U.S./Mexican border, thus "our birds," has recognized
window collision as second only to habitat destruction itself in seriousness as a
population's chief mortality factor.

A professional ornithologist friend of mine once said that: "extinction is the antithesis
of a regulated population."

For information on how to prevent bird-window collisions, go to collidescape.org
(http://www.collidescape.org/), or birdscreen.com.
(https://www.birdscreen.com/)
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Corbett tries new TV ad
attack strategy on Wolf
August 29, 2014

Associated Press

Save | 

HARRISBURG, Pa. (AP) — A new TV ad by Gov. Tom Corbett's
campaign is opening a new front in the Republican's mass
communication strategy.

The 30-second ad unveiled Thursday labels Democrat Tom Wolf as a
"maxed-out donor" to President Barack Obama. It also says Wolf
supports Obama's "disastrous Obamacare," ''radical gun control
agenda" and "war on PA coal jobs."

It's the first time the Corbett campaign has mentioned Obama in a
TV ad. Campaign officials say it's running in just the Harrisburg and
Johnstown markets.

Up until now, Corbett's TV ads had tried to frame Wolf as a
tax-avoiding millionaire and a tax-and-spend liberal.

Muhlenberg College political science professor Christopher Borick
says the Corbett campaign appears to be trying to figure out how to
erode Wolf's considerable polling lead. The election is Nov. 4.
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Democrats are bullish about their opportunity to win the governor's mansion in
Kansas. Republicans have sent staffers out to Hawaii for what they view as a
promising opportunity to turn the state red.

Those statements may seem surprising given both states' political leanings—but
they're a testament to the fact that the 2014 gubernatorial map has shifted
considerably in recent months, a new reality that may cause both parties to
move resources to places they never expected at the beginning of the year.

Unlike the 2014 Senate map, which has remained relatively static over the
course of the cycle, the gubernatorial map looks quite different than it did when
the year began. Some races that were previously seen as competitive, like Ohio
and Pennsylvania, are dropping off the map. Others that were low on the
national radar, like Kansas, Hawaii and Connecticut, have turned into real races.

Of the initially competitive races that are falling off the map, two swing states
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with GOP governors running for a second term—Ohio and Pennsylvania—have
seen the starkest changes.

In Pennsylvania, unpopular Governor Tom Corbett is
likely to become the first Keystone State governor
ousted in the state's history, giving Democrats a
near-automatic pickup. While Corbett was always
expected to face an uphill battle to get reelected, no one
thought he'd be more than 20 points down on Labor
Day. A Franklin & Marshall poll released last week put
Corbett at just 24 percent—a full 25 points below
Democratic challenger Tom Wolf.

Corbett is "a known entity: He was attorney general, he's been governor for three
and a half years, he has established his public image and it's not a good one,"
said Chris Borick, who conducts Muhlenberg College's Pennsylvania polling.
"For Corbett to, as an incumbent, change the race is going to be a challenge—and
up to this point it's seemed he is simply going to be unable to do that."

Following the release of the F&M poll, Corbett's campaign leaked a memo
showing the incumbent down just 7 points—far closer than any public polling,
but still a sign he's in deep trouble. The Republican Governors Association
(RGA) has contributed millions to help Corbett flood the airwaves with ads this
summer, but unless the race tightens the group could end up spending its money
elsewhere.

On the other hand, Ohio Governor John Kasich, originally expected to face
strong opposition, will now coast to a second term in November: Democrat Ed
FitzGerald, his opponent, has run one of the worst campaigns of the year, giving
national Democrats little hope he can salvage the race. The Cook Political
Report earlier this week moved the race to "Solid Republican."

decade. Most of FitzGerald's senior staff left in an exodus earlier this month, and
remaining staffers have announced the campaign will be shifting its resources
toward helping the party's down-ballot candidates in November, a sign of
surrender.

Meanwhile, there have been surprises in at least a half-dozen deeply liberal or
conservative states, where races that were barely on both parties' target lists are
now highly competitive.

Hawaii, for example, is a solidly Democratic state, but unpopular Governor Neil
Abercrombie has helped turn the state's gubernatorial race into a barnburner
—enough so that the Republican National Committee sent 
and the RGA is likely to spend on former Lieutenant Governor Duke Aiona's
behalf.

Abercrombie was defeated in the state's August 9 primary, which gives
Democrats hope that their new nominee, state Senator David Ige, can be a clean
slate for Democrats this fall. But the combination of bipartisan ire toward the
Abercrombie administration and a three-way matchup with Democrat-turned-
independent Mufi Hannemann make this a real race.

Republicans point to Colorado and Connecticut as other places they think they'll
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have a legitimate chance this fall—which, given the organization's plan to 
$100 million in the final 100 days of the campaign, gives them new places to
spend that money. Both races feature Democratic incumbents—Connecticut's
Dannel Malloy and Colorado's John Hickenlooper—whose approval ratings have
declined and who face stronger-than-expected GOP challengers.

Recent polling shows Colorado to be about as close as can be: The three most
recent public surveys, from Quinnipiac, Public Policy Polling, and YouGov, all
showed the race statistically tied.

Democrats, too, have seen unexpected gubernatorial opportunities materialize in
recent months, which has caused Republicans to spend in places and defend
candidates they may not have anticipated. Chief among them is Kansas, where
GOP Governor Sam Brownback is facing backlash from within his own party
over his fiscal stewardship. Most public polling there has put Democrat Paul
Davis in the lead—and even Brownback's own internal polling, released in late
August, gave the incumbent just a 1-point lead.

"A combination of gross fiscal irresponsibility, a
disturbing lack of ethics, an abandonment of public
schools and students, and strong Democratic
challengers has made [Georgia Governor] Nathan
Deal and Sam Brownback seriously vulnerable,"
said Democratic Governors Association spokesman
Danny Kanner.

The RGA went up with an ad attacking Davis in
Kansas last week, calling him too liberal for the
state.

"Name the tax or fee and Paul Davis probably voted to hike it, keep it, or stop it
from being cut," the ad's narrator says. "Kansas just can't support him."

Georgia, too, gives Democrats hope that they can compete in a red state: GOP
Gov. Nathan Deal has faced ethics investigations, and Democrats' candidate is
Jason Carter, Jimmy Carter's grandson. The RGA spent more than $500,000 on
an ad there earlier this summer. The Cook Political Report moved that race from
"Likely Republican" to "Toss-Up" last week.

Even in Nebraska, Republicans are spending to boost Republican Pete Ricketts,
running an ad calling Democrat Chuck Hassebrook a "liberal" who "personally
supported Obama for president." What little polling that has been done there
suggests Ricketts still has a high single-digit lead, making this a likely hold—but
it could be close enough that Republicans want to nail it down early.

To be sure, many of the initially competitive races have remained close:
Democrats are excited about opportunities in Florida, Maine, Michigan,
and Wisconsin, all of which feature GOP incumbents elected during the 2010
wave in states that voted for President Obama in 2008 and 2012. Republicans,
meanwhile, feel good about their chances in Arkansas and Illinois, as they have
since the cycle began.
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By Matt Assad,
Of The Morning Call

SEPTEMBER 2, 2014, 9:48 PM

elieving that new office buildings and a shiny new arena will not alone revive Allentown, city leaders Tuesday
took another step toward convincing people that it's safe to come downtown.

City Center Investment Corp., the arena zone's largest developer, announced it will put up $150,000 to add 11
high-definition security cameras along the Arts Walk and at key intersections downtown.

The new cameras will allow other downtown cameras to be moved into the struggling neighborhoods around the
arena, and keep some of the new cameras under the eyes of both city police and City Center's private security force.

The city will cover the cost of placing three more high-definition cameras on Center Square, outside the soon-to-open
PPL Center, adding a total of 14 to the 130 citywide cameras Allentown began installing seven years ago.

If that makes it sound like Big Brother is always watching, well, that's sort of the idea.

"The combination of these surveillance cameras and our strong police presence on the street has proven to be an
effective deterrent of crime," Allentown Assistant Chief of Police Keith Morris said. "Dispatchers who see something
on the cameras can send an officer out immediately, effectively stopping a crime in its tracks. If a crime has already
occurred, the camera footage becomes an invaluable tool for identifying potential suspects and assisting in locating

It was announced at a press conference that the City of Allentown and City Center have partnered to install 14 high-definition
surveillance cameras in close proximity to the new arena.

Allentown police and developers are teaming up to add more security ca... http://www.mcall.com/news/local/allentown/mc-allentown-arena-police...
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crucial evidence."

Allentown has been using street security cameras since 2007. The new cameras are the first that produce
high-definition video capable of reading a license plate from nearly two blocks away. They also come with the latest
software, allowing investigators to do specialized searches, such as calling up all videos with red cars in them.

City Center has hired the same company that installed the city's cameras — Upper Macungie Township-based
Communications Systems Inc. — to install the new cameras along Hamilton Street, Linden Street and the Arts Walk,
which roughly stretches from Fifth to Seventh streets behind buildings along Hamilton.

The new cameras being installed within a few blocks of the 8,500-seat arena due to open Sept. 12 will be monitored by
Allentown police. Eight will replace existing streetlight cameras, and another three cameras will be added at Center
Square, outside the PPL Center main entrance.

Three new cameras will be placed along the Arts Walk, and those will be monitored by city police and by City Center-
contracted AlliedBarton Security Services, which monitors the company's three buildings along the Arts Walk.

Then the old streetlight cameras can be moved into residential neighborhoods around the arena zone, Morris said.

"We want people to feel comfortable downtown so that they can enjoy all the city has to offer," City Center CEO J.B.
Reilly said. "Hopefully, the combination of public and private eyes watching around the clock will give people the
confidence to live, work and play in downtown Allentown."

Morris said since 2007 police have recorded nearly 300 "camera catches" in which something was seen on video by
police dispatchers, and 177 of those ended up in arrests. In about 7,500 instances, police were able to use the cameras
to immediately address calls made by citizens, Morris said.

City officials know part of downtown Allentown's decline comes from the perception it's no longer safe. Once a
financial and shopping district that bustled with consumers on nights and weekends, it has gained over the past three
decades a reputation for crime, few remaining retail shops and relatively little night life.

One in eight Lehigh Valley adults cited safety concerns as a reason for not planning to attend an arena event, a
Morning Call/Muhlenberg College Quality of Life survey showed this spring. Thirty percent of poll respondents said
they expect the arena to increase crime downtown.

In reality, serious crime in Allentown has dropped almost every year since 2007, and in 2013, the city saw its lowest
number of serious crimes in more than a decade, according to crime statistics compiled by state police.

But Mayor Ed Pawlowski has been clear that getting people back downtown means dealing with the perception that it's
unsafe.

"The cameras are a very effective part of Allentown's overall crime-fighting strategy," Pawlowski said. "They are one of
many tools we use to enhance public safety. It will continue to be our policy to give our citizens our maximum
preventive, investigative and enforcement effort. We will continue to do everything we can to make things
uncomfortable for lawbreakers."

But will people sitting on their front porches want to look up to see them on the nearest street light? American Civil
Liberties Union branches across the nation have called the mass use of surveillance cameras an invasion of privacy and
a waste of money.

It hasn't been decided which neighborhoods will get the used downtown cameras, but Pawlowski said the residents
he's heard from haven't voiced those concerns.
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"Much to the contrary. Our experience is that people want them in their neighborhoods," the mayor said. "Crime has
gone down in every place we've installed them. We're going to keep adding them."

matthew.assad@mcall.com

610-820-6691
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By Kathy Lauer-Williams,
Of The Morning Call

SEPTEMBER 3, 2014, 10:24 PM

he 2014 Philadelphia Fringe Festival returns Friday for the 18th year with daring and innovative performances,
including some theater and dance performances that feature Lehigh Valley residents and natives.

The festival, presented by FringeArts through Sept. 21, showcases groundbreaking work by hundreds of artists.

Allentown native Andalyn Young is a creator and actor in "Nellie/Nellie," presented by AntiGravity Theatre Project,
which splits its time between Providence, R.I., and Philadelphia.

The performance is a collaboration between composers, writers and theater creators inspired by investigative
journalist Nellie Bly's famous 1887 expose "Ten Days in a Mad-House."

To capture the inside story of a women's "lunatic asylum," Bly feigned insanity, and after being declared "positively
demented," she was sent to Blackwell's Island (now Roosevelt Island) in New York.

AntiGravity Theatre Project transposes Bly's sensational, socially minded, feminist writing on the treatment of the
mentally ill into a work combining music, dance and theater. The performance features compositions by Michael
Costagliola, music by Ned Riseley, words by poet Kyle Dacuyan, and physical performance by a team of actor-creators.

Krista Armbruster, a Desales University graduate, is director of New Street Dance Group, which is presenting 'Another Word for
Missing' at Philadelphia Fringe Festival. (MATTHEW WRIGHT, CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)

Performers with local ties will be on stage at the Philadelphia Fringe Fest... http://www.mcall.com/entertainment/arts/mc-theater-philadelphia-fringe-...
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"I came across the incredible story of Bly's expose in 2012, and I immediately thought this needs to go onstage," says
Michael T. Williams, show director and co-founder of the group.

He says that the brutality that Bly witnessed on Blackwell's Island — which she called a "human rat-trap" — is a story
that repeats itself in the U.S. today.

The show also incorporated first-hand accounts of mental illness, turn-of-the-century Americana music, torch songs
and chamber opera.

"It's a disturbing, thrilling and poignant story that engrossed the nation in 1888," Williams says. "We sing and dance,
mix and match styles, and crack the characters open to make it a riveting and meaningful story today."

Eight members of the troupe including Young are second-year students in physical/ensemble theater at the Pig Iron
School for Advanced Performance Training.

Performances are free at 8 p.m. Sept. 11-13 at Broad Street Ministry, 315 S. Broad St., Philadelphia.

The choreographers and cast of dancers in New Street Dance Group is made up of alumni and student apprentices
from DeSales University in Center Valley.

The collaborative modern dance company based between Philadelphia and Washington, D.C., is directed by DeSales
grads Krista Armbruster and Shannon Dooling, who have partnered with composer Alexandra T. Bryant and a team of
musicians to create an innovative production called "Another Word For Missing."

The performance uses movement, design and music to explore missing persons, the Bermuda Triangle, long-lost love
letters, Dark Matter, autism spectrum disorder and more.

The evening-length concert features five dance works choreographed by Armbruster and Dooling in collaboration with
nine dancers. The movement takes place within a set designed by the choreographers, where items, artifacts and even
people are found, lost and rediscovered. Ten musicians, arranged in dueling ensembles, accompany the dances with
Bryant's music, which includes a world-premiere composition.

Dancers Mary Wayock, Lauren Post, Jackie McCreavy, Bridget Hopkins, Catherine Fischer, Lauren Fanslau and
Kendra Brisco are all graduates of DeSales. Dancer Nicole Talrico briefly attended the school and Mary Kate Selby is a
junior.

"The theme of missing is universal," Dooling says. "It lends itself to the kind of thought-provoking, challenging but still
highly accessible work that interests us most. The creative team connected personally to the theme, which allowed us
to make work tied into our experiences and interests."

Armbruster, who is also a board certified behavior analyst, was inspired by her work with autistic children to create a
piece in which she explores the idea of the "missing link," a term used to discuss the causes of autism, the research
being conducted to find the causes and a brief look into interventions to teach those affected.

After learning that 2,300 Americans are reported missing each day, Dooling decided to use movement and design to
shed light on the struggle of families to bring their missing loved ones home. She collaborated with dancer Post to
research real missing persons cases, from which they created a series of vignettes that explores what may have
happened to these people and how people cope with the mysterious loss of a loved one.

The performance is at 7:30 p.m. Sept. 13 at Performance Garage, 1515 Brandywine St. Tickets $15; $10, students.

Former Allentown resident Susan Chase presents her one-woman show, "Susan's Undoing" about her experiences
with breast cancer in a performance in which she climbs, dangles and defies gravity in a duel with her nemesis. Using
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multimedia, Chase, now a Philadelphia resident, documents her skirmishes with life, death, doctors and
well-intentioned friends that go from harrowing to hilarious.

Performances are at 7 p.m. Friday and Sept. 12; 6 p.m. Saturday and Sept. 13; 3 p.m. Sunday and Sept. 14 and noon
Sept. 10 at Studio 1831, 1831 Brandywine St.; and 7 p.m. Sept. 18-19: 6 p.m. Sept. 20 and 3 p.m. Sept. 21 at The
Philadelphia Shakespeare Theatre, 2111 Sansom St. Tickets are $15.

An Allentown native is one of the hapless daters in Michael Ching's comic opera "Speed Dating Tonight!" which
has toured across the country.

Baritone Peter Christian will sing "Live at Home," "Fragile Heart," "Campaign Consultant," "Famous Family" and "My
love died 3 years ago" in the 90-minute show, which brings 25 characters together, 3 minutes at a time, all of whom
are looking for love, sex, romance or anything in between. Also in the show is Jackson Williams, af Boyertown native
who plays the bartender.

The show, presented by the Philadelphia-based Poor Richard's Opera, will be at 6 p.m. today and Saturday at Bourbon
Blue, 2 Rector St., and 6 p.m. Sept. 11-12 at Duel Piano Bar, 1420 Locust St.. Tickets are $20.

Allentown native Irman Peck plays guitar in the monologue "The Story of You," presented by spoken-word artist
Brian Kelly. Peck accompanies the work, described as a self-portrait in seven monologues. The performance is at 8
p.m. Saturday at Walking Fish Theatre, 2509 Frankford Ave. Tickets are $15.

Two Muhlenberg College professors explore impermanence and embodied memories, finding inspiration in strands of
pearls, prunes, birth order, molting birds, loss and laughter, all while asking, "Why not a happy dance?"

"Not Your Mother's Moth: A Shared Evening of Dance Works" is an hourlong series of pieces by Megan
Flynn and Teresa VanDenend Sorge.

Performances are at 6 and 8:30 p.m. Sept 13, and 6 p.m. Sept. 14 at Moving Arts of Mount Airy, 6819 Greene St.
Tickets are $12.

Bethlehem native Grace Martin is wardrobe, costume and makeup supervisor for the comedic "Oedipus The
Musical."

The story takes place in ancient Thebes when a herpes plague spreads through the city. The plague forces King
Oedipus to discover the incestuous roots of his dysfunctional family tree. Sophocles' tragedy is retold in comedy
through songs like, "YOLO Apollo," "Hashtag Plague" and "Ballad of a Cougar."

Performances are at 7 p.m. Friday, 2 p.m. Saturday, 3 p.m. Sunday, 7 p.m. Sept. 12 and 19 and 3 p.m. Sept. 2 at the
Playground at the Adrienne, 2030 Samson St. Tickets are $10 and $15.

Coinciding with the Fringe Festival opening is the grand opening of La Peg at FringeArts, which will be the new home
for FringeArts, allowing it to offer more programming throughout the year.

La Peg is a waterfront brasserie opened by Philadelphia chef/restaurateur Peter Woolsey, which will include
FringeArts stage for cabaret-style performances year-round, beginning with free late-night programming every night
of the festival.

"After being nomadic for almost two decades, FringeArts finally has a place to call home," says FringeArts President
And Producing Director Nick Stuccio.

FringeArts also will extend the Fringe Festival into October to present the seminal 1983 Belgian dance piece "Rosas
Danst Rosas," recently made famous by Beyonce, who drew heavily on the work for her "Countdown" music video, on

Performers with local ties will be on stage at the Philadelphia Fringe Fest... http://www.mcall.com/entertainment/arts/mc-theater-philadelphia-fringe-...
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Oct. 4 and 5.

Tickets for most shows are $10-$29; some are free. Tickets are available at FringeArts.com or by calling 215-413-1318.

'Medea' at Miller Symphony Hall

The Royal National Theatre of London's production of Euripides' tragedy "Medea" will be shown on the big screen at
Miller Symphony Hall at 7 p.m. Thursday.

This new version of the 5th century play by Ben Power stars Helen McCrory as the title character.

In the story based on Greek mythology, Medea and her two sons are spurned by her husband, Jason, played by Danny
Sapani, who wishes to take a new wife. Medea then exacts a horrific revenge, destroying everything she holds dear.

The production is directed by Carrie Cracknell and features music by Will Gregory and Alison Goldfrapp.

National Theatre Live is an initiative, now in its sixth season, by the National Theatre in London, which broadcasts live
via satellite, performances to movie theaters and arts venues around the world.

•"Medea" 7 p.m. Thursday, Miller Symphony Hall, 23 N. Sixth St., Allentown. Tickets: $17; $15, seniors; $10,
students. Info: http://www.allentownsymphony.org, 610-432-7961.

kathy.lauer@mcall.com
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Did he or didn't he? That is the
question when it comes to
whether gubernatorial
candidate Tom Wolf used a tax
loophole to avoid paying
Pennsylvania taxes for his
business.

The point of "ad watch" stories
is to weed through the rhetoric
and find the truth, but in this
case, it wasn't that easy.

The gubernatorial mudslinging
continues and this time, it's
about taxes and something

called the Delaware loophole.

"Wolf's company moved to Delaware to avoid the same taxes he forced us to pay," said a Corbett
ad.

"It's just not true and more of the same from Corbett,"said an ad by the Wolf campaign.

The Delaware loophole is basically when a multi-state company incorporates in Delaware. The
Delaware parent company charges the out of state portion of the company a non taxable fee for
things like trademarks, patents, stocks, bonds or other investments. That lowers the company's non
Delaware state income and the taxes it pays.

In 2006, Wolf sold a portion of his cabinet making company to a Boston equity firm.

Wolf says as part of the sale, the charter for the company was registered in Delaware and remains
there to this day.

"The question is, in this particular case, did Wolf benefit from it? Now, Corbett claims he has. The
Wolf campaign says no, he hasn't, but has not been totally forthcoming in releasing all of their tax
documents," said Muhlenberg College professor Chris Borick.

Corbett's ad offers no proof that Wolf did benefit from the Delaware loophole and business experts
say there are other reasons businesses may decide to incorporate in Delaware.

Wolf denies his company dodged any taxes.

He's released personal tax records and some company information, but hasn't provided proof that
counters Corbett's equally unproven charge.

The bottom line? Unless some kind of proof surfaces one way or another, voters will have to decide
who they believe is telling the truth.

Borick says issues can often have an impact on poll numbers, but he is unsure whether this will be
what Corbett needs to close a 20 point gap.

Copyright 2014 WFMZ. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten
or redistributed.
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By Laura Olson,
Call Washington Bureau

SEPTEMBER 7, 2014, 9:46 PM | WASHINGTON

— Thanks to a U.S. Supreme Court ruling last spring, a handful of Pennsylvania's top political donors have lighter
wallets than they otherwise would have by this point in the election year.

Eight state residents are among 310 mega-donors who have spent more than they legally could have before the court
eliminated a cap on overall federal contributions, according to an analysis by the Center for Responsive Politics.

The April ruling in McCutcheon v. Federal Election Commission didn't remove the $5,200 limit on how much can be
given to a particular candidate each cycle, or the $32,400 cap on contributions to national party committees.

But it did remove the aggregate limit. So instead of halting their contributions once they've given $123,200 to federal
candidates and committees, donors with deep pockets can keep writing checks to additional contenders.

By the end of June, the donors identified as exceeding the previous limits had spent $50 million, or almost $12 million
more than they otherwise could have spent.

Nationally, those contributions — from well-known names like Sands casino magnate Sheldon Adelson, the
Libertarian Koch brothers, and liberal billionaire George Soros — have favored Republicans and conservative causes

Peter Buttenwieser, a longtime donor to Democratic candidates, is among eight Pennsylvanians who have given more than
$123,000 this year after the U.S. Supreme Court lifted a cap. (CHARLES FOX, PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER FILE PHOTO)

Pennsylvanians on list of campaign donors spending above old limits - T... http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/pennsylvania/mc-pa-campaign...

1 of 3 9/8/2014 8:04 AM



Copyright © 2014, The Morning Call

over left-leaning ones by a two-to-one margin.

In Pennsylvania, those checks tilt further to the right, with $910,555 going to conservative politicians and groups, and
$302,690 to liberal candidates and committees.

None of the eight Pennsylvanians on the list hails from the Lehigh Valley. Most are from Pittsburgh or the
Philadelphia area, though Zippo Manufacturing Co. owner George Duke of Bradford also earned a spot.

Others include Republican National Committeewoman and drilling company CEO Christine Toretti, charter school
supporter Joel Greenberg of Montgomery County, and Peter Buttenwieser, a Philadelphia philanthropist.

Buttenwieser, a longtime Democratic donor whose mother's family founded the New York investment firm Lehman
Bros., said in an interview that his "vigorous" participation in the current campaign finance system shouldn't be
viewed as a signal that he thinks it works well.

Buttenwieser, who was Sen. Bob Casey's finance chairman in 2006 and raised funds for President Barack Obama, said
he is concerned the recent legal changes resulting from the McCutcheon ruling and the Citizen United decision
allowing unlimited contributions from corporations and unions are harmful to the democratic process and make it
more difficult to run for public office.

He'd like to see tougher campaign finance limits and preferably a system that relies on government funding instead of
private dollars, even though he is among the few with resources to benefit from the changing rules.

"Yes, I am conflicted and I don't feel terrific about it," he said. "There are things that one does in the campaign finance
system that you don't feel terrific about it. I don't feel terrific about the system as a whole."

Buttenwieser said he already was approaching the federal limit when the April court ruling came out. After that, his
phone calls from fundraising candidates increased swiftly.

Muhlenberg College political scientist Chris Borick said the increased political spending was expected after the
Supreme Court ruling.

Some may be spending more simply to counteract the money that they expect opposing groups to spend, he added.

"You might have some aversion to doing it, but if you forego participation out of principle, you leave the field open to
others," Borick said.

lolson@mcall.com

Twitter @LauraOlson

202-824-8216
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A dispute over the ownership of mineral rights could determine who would profit from drilling operations similar to this
well in Loyalsock State Forest. CLEM MURRAY / Staff Photographer

Thomas Fitzgerald, Inquirer Politics Writer
POSTED: MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2014, 7:50 AM

A majority of Pennsylvanians, 54 percent, support the
extraction of shale natural gas, while just 29 percent of New
Yorkers do, according to a new University of Michigan poll of
two states that share a chunk of the massive Marcellus
Shale deposit.

Despite positive views of hydraulic fracking for shale gas in
their state, 47 percent of Pennsylvanians disapprove of the
way Gov. Tom Corbett (R) is handling the issue, compared
to 19 percent who approve – likely a factor in his troubled
re-election campaign.

“Some of it is a reflection of generally negative views about
Tom Corbett right now,” said pollster Christopher Borick of
Muhlenberg College, who conducted the survey. “But his
handling of the issue has been politically questionable in a
lot of ways. Clearly he has paid a cost in terms of his
reticence on an extraction tax. It’s become a liability for him.”

Sixty-two percent of Pennsylvania respondents support the
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state imposing on tax on the extraction of natural gas, and
57 percent said that doing so would not cause drillers to
leave the state. That is a key argument Corbett has cited in
opposition to a severance tax. (Pennsylvania does impose a
local impact fee to compensate municipalities that host
drilling.)

Democrats, including gubernatorial nominee Tom Wolf, have
attacked Corbett’s handling of the shale industry and are
pushing for a severance tax, arguing that revenues from the
state’s natural-gas boom could help offset cuts in education
funding from Harrisburg.

The poll is a project of Michigan’s Gerald R. Ford School of
Public Policy, the Muhlenberg Institute of Public Opinion and
the University of Montreal. It is part of the National Surveys
on Energy and Environment series.

Unlike Pennsylvania, New York imposed a moratorium on
fracking for natural gas in that state in 2008, and Gov.
Andrew Cuomo (D), also running for reelection, is
considering whether to lift it.

The different approaches to natural-gas could be taken as a
“sign that the governments are responsive to public opinion,”
Borick said.

Pollsters conducted live telephone interviews with 405 New
York residents and 411 Pennsylvania residents, conducted
in April and May of this year. Results for each state are
subject to a margin of error of plus or minus 5 percentage
points.
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When applying to college, most students take into account three deciding factors:
academics, finances and campus life. But what does it mean to attend a public school
over one that is privately funded?

Applying to a private school can be daunting for families, especially for those unclear
on the true cost of college (http://www.nerdwallet.com/blog/nerdscholar
/2014/college-true-cost/), but there are many benefits that override the high tuition
costs. According to the National Association of Independent Colleges and Universities
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Higher_education_in_the_United_States), nearly 90
percent of students at private colleges receive financial aid, and 79 percent of students
graduate in four years, compared to 49 percent at public colleges. To learn about
other benefits, NerdScholar asked the experts for the top five reasons students should
apply to private schools.

1. Financial stability helps students to graduate in four years.

(http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/09/11/oscar-
pistorius-verdict_n_5801766.html)
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Private schools are largely funded by tuition and donations from outside sources.
"Private colleges are often a 'better deal' financially than public universities. They
often provide enough grant and scholarship aid to offset the sticker-price differential,"
says Chris Hooker-Haring, the dean of admission and financial aid at Muhlenberg
College. "When you add the fact that they are graduating students in a four-year time
frame at a much higher rate, the financial equation often tilts in favor of the private
colleges."

2. Educational curriculum is flexible and innovative.

Private schools are free of state regulations and can therefore craft programs that are
best for the school and the student body.

It may seem simple, but attending a private college or university allows for a
higher level of flexibility in a student's educational curriculum. Professors and
academics at private colleges are not required to submit their syllabi to a state
legislature for approval and/or discussion; they are permitted to update their
syllabus to feature study of current events in real time. --Matthew Barsalou,
communication management supervisor at Trinity University.

3. Close interaction among students and with professors.

"Private colleges and universities provide students with the greater opportunity for an
educational experience that takes place in a learning community with smaller class
sizes," says George Walter, vice president of enrollment services at La Salle
University. Students in private schools are less likely to be in large classes taught by
teaching assistants, because professors are willing and able to teach their lectures. "In
addition," says Walter, "there is a greater level of personalized support services for
students outside of the classroom." In their free time, professors could serve as
academic and professional mentors to students.

4. Campus culture tailored to students' values and personalities.

Each private school has a campus culture that reflects the student body and all of its
unique qualities. Steve Langerud, director of global development at Maharishi
University of Management, says that a benefit of private education is "matching a
culture to your goals, values and personality." Private colleges are often more clear
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and distinctive in their culture. Finding the right fit is an important part of a college
experience and preparation for life after college.

5. Job preparation through critical thinking and perspective.

Private schools seek to prepare students for the real world by teaching them life skills
that will ensure success in any job market. Private colleges "stress perspective, critical
thinking and learning how to learn," says José Antonio Bowen, president of Goucher
College. He adds that "private colleges prepare students to explore the unknowns they
will encounter in their careers, where they will be required to analyze new information
and reinterpret what they know and how they apply that knowledge."
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By Laura Olson,
Call Washington Bureau

The Lehigh Valley's congressional delegation was looking for a clear plan from President Barack Obama on Wednesday evening as he outlined more aggressive military
steps for combating Islamic militants in Iraq and Syria.

Lawmakers listen for Obama's plan on militants - The Morning Call http://www.mcall.com/news/nationworld/mc-obama-islamic-state-pa-reaction-20140911-story.html
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SEPTEMBER 11, 2014, 5:39 AM | WASHINGTON

— The Lehigh Valley's congressional delegation was looking for a clear plan from President Barack Obama on Wednesday as he outlined more aggressive
military steps for combating Islamic militants in Iraq and Syria.

In interviews, area lawmakers said they wanted to hear a strategy with specific steps for how the United States will ramp up its engagement in the two countries,
where the terrorist group known as the Islamic State has been able to grab and control large chunks of land. The group also is referred to by the acronyms ISIS
or ISIL.

Republican Lehigh Valley Congressman Charlie Dent came away from the speech with some unanswered questions, including which countries will be joining the
United States in fighting the militant organization and how exactly the extremists will be pursued.

"The broad outlines of his strategy are largely on-point, but as we all know, the devil lies in the details," he said in a statement.

As a group, Dent and other lawmakers said they see a need for a bolder attack against the fresh terror threat — with limitations. Polls show their constituents
want the same. But the lawmakers differed on related issues, such as whether Congress must vote on the president's actions, and when. And they awaited details
before signing off.

Dent said in earlier interviews that Congress should vote sooner rather than later on any expanded efforts. But he and other local lawmakers did not insist that
Obama wait for Capitol Hill's approval before escalating the fight.

Democratic Sen. Bob Casey said Congress won't have the time, facts and attention to devote to the debate before Nov. 4, when the entire House and one-third of
the Senate face re-election. Casey supports expanded airstrikes and coalition-building efforts among other nations ahead of that congressional discussion.

During his prime-time address Wednesday, Obama said the United States will be leading an unspecified "broad coalition" to roll back the threat from the
Islamic State. Airstrikes will stretch into Syria for the first time, and an additional 475 U.S. troops will be heading to Iraq to train Iraqi and Kurdish forces and
help gather intelligence, he said.

"This counter-terrorism campaign will be waged through a steady, relentless effort to take out ISIL wherever they exist, using our air power and our support for
partner forces on the ground," Obama said.

His address came on the eve of the anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks, and as public opinion in a war-weary nation has shifted markedly toward
taking a more forceful approach in the Middle East.

A Washington Post-ABC poll released this week showed 71 percent of Americans support airstrikes in Iraq, and 65 percent back expanding those efforts into
Syria. Nine in 10 Americans described the Islamic State organization as a very serious or somewhat serious threat.

Muhlenberg College pollster Chris Borick cautioned that support is limited.

Americans support doing more after seeing video of beheadings of U.S. journalists and hearing warnings that the group is taking the fight to U.S. soil, he said.
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But that doesn't mean the American public supports sending in combat troops.

Still, support for a bolder approach is in contrast to last year, when public opinion was wholeheartedly against additional engagement in Syria. Obama requested
congressional approval last year for military action in Syria, but Congress declined to vote on the matter.

"ISIS is on the American public's radar," Borick said. "They want the sense that the government is taking the threat seriously and taking actions that might limit
the capabilities of this organization."

Obama's steps so far — which have included limited airstrikes in Iraq against the brutal extremist group and, in recent days, briefing congressional leaders on
his next steps — drew praise Wednesday morning from former Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Ridge, who was the nation's first Homeland Security secretary.

Ridge said Obama "has gone about it the right way" in combating what Ridge described as a "barbaric" hybrid terror group that operates much like a military
organization.

"We've never seen anything like this," Ridge warned after a speech in suburban Harrisburg.

Area lawmakers used similar language in talking about the group. Sen. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., declined to comment on the president's plan until after he is briefed
Thursday, but he told reporters earlier this week that the militants' goal is "to kill as many Americans as they possibly can."

"They are a very dangerous threat, and I think people recognize that we have to find a way to eliminate that threat," Toomey said. "It should not require
American troops on the ground in significant numbers, but it probably does require other kinds of American assets, like intelligence and airstrikes."

The White House has asked Congress for funding and authority to train and arm Syrian rebels, though the administration says it can take other steps without
legislative approval. Both Rep. Lou Barletta, a Republican whose 11th District includes parts of Carbon County, and Dent said before the speech that their
branch of government also needs to weigh in.

Barletta said Obama should come to Congress for that authority and that he'd find support there.

"It is good that the president is assembling a coalition, but it has taken too long," Barletta said.

Dent, whose 15th District includes much of the Valley, pointed to the War Powers Act, saying the statute likely dictates that Congress must vote on any plan that
goes beyond a short period of limited airstrikes. "The only question is when?"

Unlike Casey, Dent indicated the vote could come before the November election, depending on how the time limits under that law are calculated.

Dent, who serves on the House Appropriation Committee, also said Wednesday night that he will work on providing "adequate resources" to eliminate threats
from ISIS.

Congressman Matt Cartwright, a Democrat who represents parts of Northampton County, also wants to see a congressional vote on any sustained military
action, though did not specify how soon that should occur. He commended Obama for "acting in a judicious manner" so far, and said the militants' actions
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should not go unchecked.

Obama did reference one response that both Casey and Congressman Mike Fitzpatrick, a Bucks County Republican, have urged: taking additional steps to cut off
the Islamic State's financial resources. Through looting, oil smuggling and other criminal actions, the militants have been able to amass significant funding for
their operations.

Fitzpatrick filed a bill Wednesday that would impose sanctions on foreign institutions that do business with the militant group and civil penalties against U.S.
individuals or corporations that help facilitate their black-market sales.

"They need resources in order to operate," said Fitzpatrick, who serves on the House Financial Services Committee. "We need to ensure we are going after ISIS
in every way."

lolson@mcall.com

Twitter @LauraOlson

202-824-8216

Harrisburg reporter Steve Esack contributed to this story.
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Author: 69 News , follow: @69news, news@wfmz.com
Published: Sep 15 2014 06:10:31 PM EDT   Updated On: Sep 15 2014 06:49:41 PM EDT

ALLENTOWN, Pa. -

A U.S. Congressman from our area took part
in a Transatlantic Town Hall Monday.

Congressman Charlie Dent met with some
German members of Parliament at
Muhlenberg College in Allentown.

The Parliament members are here to meet
with American officials, but it's not all work
and no play.

"We'll go to the Rodale Farm, see a Mennonite
farm, also Dietrich meats, just for a little
Pennsylvania- German flavor. So we're going
to have an exciting time here today," Dent

said.

In Monday's meeting, the officials took up several topics, including the crisis in Ukraine and energy policies.

Copyright 2014 WFMZ. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Excitement is mounting in Scotland ahead of
tomorrow's independence vote.

In just a few hours voters will head to the polls
to decide whether the country should declare
its independence from the United Kingdom.

A high voter turnout is expected.

Local experts say even if citizens decide to stay
with the U.K, the fight may not end there.

"Even if the pro-independence movement is
defeated, the issue will keep coming back
again and again, though, if it is defeated, I
don't imagine, barring some economic or

political catastrophe, that will come back again for a number of decades, 30, 40, 50 years, perhaps," said Muhlenberg
College associate professor William Tighe

If Scotland declares its independence, it would have to change its currency system and re-negotiate its entry into the
European Union and NATO.

Copyright 2014 WFMZ. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Manan Trivedi, Costello's rival, favors background checks and banning assault weapons. MICHAEL S. WIRTZ / File
Photograph

Jonathan Tamari, Inquirer Washington Bureau
LAST UPDATED: Thursday, September 18, 2014, 1:08 AM
POSTED: Wednesday, September 17, 2014, 7:07 PM

WASHINGTON - The National Rifle Association is actively
supporting a Republican congressional candidate in a

Lates
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GALLERY: NRA gets
involved in a suburban
congressional race

Chester County-based district, adding a powerful but often-
polarizing force to a contest where both candidates have tried
to portray themselves as commonsense centrists.

The gun-owners' group has donated nearly $10,000 to Ryan
Costello's campaign and has deployed field staff in the district
working to rally voters behind the first-time House candidate.

Costello is the only congressional candidate in the
Philadelphia region receiving the NRA's on-the-ground
support, according to filings with the Federal Election
Commission.

The NRA's effort in the moderate district stands in contrast
with the action in a nearby Bucks County-based district,
where on Thursday a national gun-control group, Americans
for Responsible Solutions, is launching a television ad
praising U.S. Rep. Mike Fitzpatrick (R., Pa.) for supporting
stronger federal background checks on gun purchases.

Fitzpatrick is the first Republican in the country whom the
group is supporting on TV in an attempt to counter the NRA's
influence in elections.

The NRA's work for Costello highlights an issue that rose to
the national forefront last year after the Newtown, Conn.,
school shootings prompted Sen. Pat Toomey (R., Pa.) and
others to sponsor a plan to expand background checks for
gun purchases.

That issue has not featured so far in Costello's contest
against Democrat Manan Trivedi as they run to replace
retiring U.S. Rep. Jim Gerlach (R., Pa.).

In the sprawling Sixth District, the NRA could bring out
passionate gun owners in its more rural stretches, but may
also give pause to suburban moderates.

Costello is "a candidate we're backing based on his solid
support for our issues," Catherine Mortensen, a
spokeswoman for the NRA's lobbying arm, said in an
interview. "He filled out the NRA questionnaire that we give to
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all candidates, and he's a very strong candidate on the
Second Amendment."

The group donated $4,950 to Costello's primary campaign -
the most it gave to any Pennsylvania congressional race as of
June 30, the latest reporting date, according to the
nonpartisan Center for Responsive Politics. The NRA added
another $4,950 for the fall election, Mortensen said.

In addition, field staff in the district have worked to build
Costello support, she said. The NRA has spent about $5,250
since June on so-called independent expenditures to aid
Costello. Such spending can support a candidate, but cannot
be coordinated with his or her campaign.

A Costello spokesman said the candidate had no knowledge
of the NRA's activity on his behalf. The campaign declined to
make him available for an interview, and pointed out that the
NRA donations were a small portion of the more than $1
million Costello has raised.

"Ryan is a proud supporter of the Second Amendment, and
his record on public safety is second to none," Costello
spokesman Pete Peterson wrote in an e-mail. He called
Trivedi "an enemy of lawful gun owners" and said Costello,
"like other members from Southeastern Pennsylvania,
supports commonsense federal gun legislation that mirrors
the laws currently in place in Pennsylvania."

Pennsylvania's existing laws, though, stop short of the
background-check proposal introduced by Toomey and
endorsed by Fitzpatrick and U.S. Rep. Patrick Meehan (R.,
Pa.).

Toomey's failed bill, a compromise crafted with Sen. Joe
Manchin (D., W.Va.) would have required background checks
on most long-gun sales - which are not covered by
Pennsylvania law. The state requires background checks on
handgun sales.

Pressed on this point, Peterson said that if the Toomey-
Manchin bill came to a vote, Costello "would likely support it."

Also o

BUSINE

HEALTH

SPORT

ENTER

FOOD:

NRA gets involved in a suburban congressional race http://www.philly.com/philly/news/20140918_NRA_gets_involved_in_a...

3 of 8 9/18/2014 8:46 AM



Weekly Circulars

PEP BOYS:
The Automotive Lifestyle
VALID UNTIL OCT 05

BIG LOTS:
Deals to Freshen Up Your
Home!
EXPIRES THIS SATURDAY

See More Circulars »

Democrat Trivedi, in an interview, said he respected gun
owners' rights, but "as somebody who served in the military
and Iraq and as a doctor who has worked in emergency
rooms ... I know how critically important responsible gun
safety is."

He said he would support bills to expand background checks
and ban assault weapons.

The NRA brings benefits and risks for Costello, said Chris
Borick, a political scientist at Muhlenberg College.

"For a lot of core Republican voters, gun rights remain one of
the most important issues on the table," he said, and the NRA
is renowned for rallying its supporters to the polls.

But in wealthier suburbs where many of the district's voters
live, "an NRA message might be more divisive."

The group could bring out gun owners for Costello without the
candidate's having to actively campaign on an issue that
might turn off moderates, Borick said, helping in "a targeted,
limited way."

The NRA fiercely opposed Toomey's plan, though gun-control
groups say their polls show background checks are
overwhelmingly popular in suburban districts such as those
around Philadelphia.

In Bucks County, Fitzpatrick was one of the few House
Republicans to back Toomey's plan. He cosponsored
companion legislation, though it never got a hearing.

Fitzpatrick's stand won him support from Americans for
Responsible Solutions, the group founded by former U.S.
Rep. Gabby Giffords (D., Ariz) after she was shot in a 2011
rampage in Tucson.

Fitzpatrick is one of just two Republicans the gun-control
organization is backing.

"Fitzpatrick isn't afraid to lead," says the group's 30-second
television ad. "He's working with Democrats and Republicans
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to keep us safe from gun violence."

His Democratic challenger, Kevin Strouse, strongly supports
"comprehensive background checks," spokesman Brendan
McPhillips wrote in an e-mail.
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Pa. governor Tom Corbett (left), the GOP incumbent, seeks a 2nd term, while Democratic challenger Tom Wolf (right)
looks to unseat him.

Chris Brennan
POSTED: Friday, September 19, 2014, 12:16 AM
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THE POLITICAL fuss this week about
Gov. Corbett taking a $1.5 billion line of

credit from the state treasury's investment fund to pay
Pennsylvania's bills is really about a fundamental policy
dispute in the race for governor.

Corbett, elected in 2010 with the help of high-six-figure
contributions from natural-gas drillers, pushed for a lesser
"local-impact fee" on their operations rather than a larger
"extraction tax" imposed by many other states.

Democrat Tom Wolf uses that in conjunction with the state's
ever-present public-schools-funding crisis to paint Corbett as
a natural-gas company man who turns his back on children.

Specifically, Wolf keeps claiming that Corbett slashed $1
billion from the public-education budget. Corbett counters that
he actually raised education spending, which is true if you
count legislatively mandated pension costs.

Corbett tried to fight back this week, noting that Wolf has
updated one of his many television commercials, now saying
that a 5 percent extraction tax would raise $1 billion per year,
up from the $550 million figure cited when Wolf was fighting
for the nomination.

Wolf's campaign cited updated projections in a report last
month from the liberal-leaning Pennsylvania Budget & Policy
Center as the reason for upping the extraction-tax estimate to
$1 billion.

Corbett's camp disputes that, estimating that the extraction
tax would raise $450 million to $550 million per year.

It all reminds us of that old political saw: "A billion dollars
here, a billion dollars there. Pretty soon it adds up to real
money." Especially in a cash-strapped state.

Here is why Corbett is still spinning his wheels while trying to
present Wolf as just another tax-and-spend liberal:
Pennsylvanians are fine with fracking, the hydraulic drilling
method used to extract natural gas from the Marcellus Shale
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region. They just think drillers should pay their fair share to
frack the state.

A poll released last week, conducted by the University of
Michigan, Muhlenberg College and the University of Montreal,
showed that 62 percent of Pennsylvanians support an
extraction tax, while 29 percent oppose it.

More importantly, a solid 57 percent dismiss as untrue the
main reason cited to oppose an extraction tax - that it would
cause drillers to flee this state.

Adding to Corbett's bad news in the poll, 47 percent
disapprove of how he's handling the issue.

 

Mayoral movements

The Democratic primary election for mayor of Philadelphia will
be held eight months from today, and boy, are the prospective
candidates kicking it into gear already.

The usual legion of elected officials, lobbyists, lawyers and
executives are making the usual rounds at political
fundraisers.

Steve Cozen, chairman of the law firm Cozen O'Connor, had
about 40 people to lunch at the Four Seasons on Monday so
they could learn more about City Controller Alan Butkovitz,
just about an inevitable candidate in the race.

The tables faced a large screen for a slide show. The first
slide said: "Alan Butkovitz, a snapshot of the race." Clout was
politely booted from the room before lunch landed on the
plates.

Mixed in with the crowd: former mayors W. Wilson Goode Sr.
and John Street.

State Sen. Anthony Hardy Williams, another figure
approaching inevitable-candidate status, had some tech to
show off for his fundraising crowd in a private room at the
Palm on Wednesday. He unveiled his new website.
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We didn't even get into that room, but we did show off our
nerd skills by alerting Williams that the person posting content
on his site had this username: "Tony Williams for Mayor."

We mentioned inevitability, right?

Williams told us we'd solved a mystery for him. That
username was showing up on social-media sites whenever
someone "liked" the content.

The username has been switched to "Tony Williams for
Senate." Williams has no opponent in the Nov. 4 general
election as he seeks a fifth Senate term.

In the crowd were: City Council members Maria Quinones-
Sanchez, Kenyatta Johnson and Bobby Henon; and
District Attorney Seth Williams.

Former Common Pleas Judge Nelson Diaz is drumming up
support for a fundraiser in three weeks at his law firm,
Dilworth Paxson.

Diaz's campaign treasurer, lawyer Steve Levin, emailed this
message to possible contributors Wednesday: "Nelson Diaz is
putting together his efforts to run for Mayor of Philadelphia.
You know him and have worked with him for many years.
Your support at this time is crucial."

Levin included a link to biographical YouTube videos - one in
English, one in Spanish - that Diaz posted online last month.

Elliot Curson, a media consultant, this month also registered
NelsonDiazPhilly.com.

 

 

Email: brennac@phillynews.com

Phone: 215-854-5973

On Twitter: @ChrisBrennanDN
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FLORHAM PARK – Challengers Alita Thomas and Kristina Heinold, both of Edgewood Drive, are
running as a team for the Florham Park Board of Education on a campaign platform as
straightforward as they come:

The best deal for children, and the best deal for taxpayers.

Two seats on the school board for the grades K-8 district are up for election Tuesday, Nov. 4. The
incumbent candidates are Patrick Montuore of Park Street, who has served as Florham Park’s
police chief since 2008, and Joanne Green Tobias of Beechwood Road, who has both a teaching
and a military background.

‘Provide Leadership’

In a joint prepared statement, challengers Thomas and Heinhold said that as mothers with

Challengers’ direct platform: Serve children and taxpayers - New Jersey ... http://newjerseyhills.com/florham_park_eagle/news/challengers-direct-pl...
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children in the Florham Park school system,
they realize firsthand “how important it is
provide community leadership by ensuring
accountability to the local community and
conscientiously deciding how to use the
district’s financial resources.”

The challengers said they believe they bring
relevant “experience and knowledge” to their
candidacies that would “offer ways to improve
our educational system, ensuring we better
utilize taxpayers’ money.”

They added they both “are passionate about
prioritizing education.”

‘Nurturing A Partnership’

Alita Thomas is married to Gene Thomas, and
the couple has one son. The candidate holds a
law degree from the Widener University School
of Law, Harrisburg, Pa., and a bachelor’s of arts
degree, majoring in political science and
Spanish, from Muhlenberg College, Allentown,
Pa.

Thomas said her years in the workforce include
working in a Pennsylvania County District Attorney’s office, acting as a judicial law clerk for two
terms, and advocating for the defense of medical malpractice cases on behalf of physician and
hospitals.

She said she set aside her career a few years ago to focus on her family and the raising of her son.
In this time period, she became a certified substitute teacher and is actively involved in many
aspects of the Parent-Teacher Association (PTA), including four years as a class mother.

She also serves as a co-leader for Den 4, Pack 2 of the Boy Scouts of America in Florham Park.

Thomas said she is “committed to the belief that an effective school program can only be
accomplished by nurturing a partnership between schools and the community.”

‘Make A Difference’

Kristina Heinold is married to George Heinold, and the couple has four children. The candidate
holds a bachelor’s of science degree, majoring in finance, from Villanova (Pa.) University.  She has
worked at Novartis Pharmaceuticals for the past 15 years, with various positions of increasing
responsibility within sales and marketing.

Heinold noted that while she is “a working mom,” she also is involved with many aspects of the
PTA, such as co-chairing its fall fund-raiser and “Teacher Appreciation Week,” soliciting sponsors

today's e

Challengers
Kristina Heinold, left, and Alita Thomas, both of Edgewood Drive,
are running as a team for the Florham Park Board of Education
on a platform of “accountability to the local community and
conscientiously deciding how to use the district’s financial
resources.”

Challengers’ direct platform: Serve children and taxpayers - New Jersey ... http://newjerseyhills.com/florham_park_eagle/news/challengers-direct-pl...

2 of 6 9/19/2014 8:24 AM



Muhlenberg College students to dig for artifacts in Nazareth
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on September 21, 2014 at 7:00 AM, updated September 21, 2014 at 4:18 PM

For what will be a weekly activity, Muhlenberg College archaeological students on Sunday put tools in the ground

near the Whitefield House to find artifacts dating back to the 18th century.

The months-long dig is part of the Moravian Historical Society's $3 million "History is Calling" campaign to

improve the historic Whitefield House Museum in Nazareth and its surrounding 2 acres. By 2018, three phases of

restoration and construction are expected to be completed on the property.

Crews with Trenton, New Jersey-based Hunter Research, Inc., have been using ground-penetrating radar technology

and recently-found evidence of the first structure occupied by the Moravians, water features and a stockade believed

to date back to the French and Indian War.

Fifteen students in professor Ben Carter's field archeology class hope to find nails, iron tool pieces, pottery and

broken glass. The class is researching relationships between the Moravians and Native Americans and will dig nearly

each Sunday until the semester ends in December.

"It will tell us what life was like during that time," Carter said. "I like to think of it as a 1,000-piece puzzle and we

end up getting 100 pieces. We try to figure out what the puzzle looked like from that. But, we only have bits and

pieces."

Found artifacts will be part of a November presentation by the students and later placed into the museum collection.

Carter said students mostly will use brushes and trowels instead of a large shovels to prevent moving too fast and

losing potential data. They'll learn more during the dig than they ever could in the classroom, he said.

"The most important thing they learn is not just the archaeology," he said. "They learn to work with each other often

under trying conditions -- the sun, rain or later, snow."

Keeping history intact

Moravian Historical Society members don't want to disturb buried pieces of history as the construction project

continues.

The site's stockade was erected during the French and Indian War to protect inhabitants and area refugees, said
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Megan van Ravenswaay, executive director of the Whitefield House.

"With this information we now know how to manage the future construction on the site," she said.

For the first phase of work, workers tore down two aging buildings rented out to tenants and replaced roofs on the

1740 Gray Cottage and the 1740/1743 Whitefield House.

The second phase, to begin next year, calls for a handicapped-accessible entrance, new foyer, restrooms, more

security, upgraded second-floor displays and 12 to 15 new parking spaces for bus access to the Whitefield House.

The third and final phase, expected sometime by 2018, calls for a new building resembling the first building

inhabited by the Moravians in the 1740s. It will house visitors' and children's programs. Plans also call for a band

shell for musical performances.

Funding will come from government grants, public and private donations. More than $100,000 has been raised so

far, van Ravenswaay said.

Pamela Sroka-Holzmann may be reached at pholzmann@express-times.com. Follow her on Twitter

@pamholzmann. Find Nazareth area news on Facebook.

© 2014 lehighvalleylive.com. All rights reserved.
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How are the Jewish Agency and Hillel International dealing with the
heightened anti-Israel sentiment at North American universities?

BY AMANDA BORSCHEL-DAN  September 22, 2014, 12:07 pm

he day before Rosh Hashanah, students at universities across America will have
the opportunity to ring in the Jewish new year en masse. Instead of sounding the
shofar, however, participants are much more likely to use megaphones in
resounding choruses of “Free Palestine.”

Leading anti-Zionist organization American Muslims for Palestine (AMP) has called for massive
protests on campuses to mark September 23 as the International Day of Action. Its stated goal:
to “make Free Palestine and Ending the Siege on Gaza part of campus education by holding
teach-ins, rallies, sit-ins, civil disobedience, and push for BDS activities.”

According to the event’s Facebook page, there are already organizers at work at colleges
including Berkeley, SFSU and UCSF in California, Rutgers in New Jersey, University of Texas
at Austin and Purdue in Indiana.

So far several hundred have indicated they’ll attend to rally against the recent “Summer of Fire”
in which “Israel launched an unparalleled brutal assault against the Palestinians of Gaza.”

On Facebook the potential protesters are asked to “Build the Movement on Your Campus! Wear
the Palestinian Kuffiyeh and make it a visible symbol on campus!” One eager Pittsburgh
student responded, “Have kuffiyeh will stand for Palestine next Tuesday on my campus. The
Proud. The Few. The Boycotters. #FreePalestine #BDS #AcademicFreedom.”

After a summer of large-scale anti-Israel demonstrations, so what? Isn’t AMP just another
pro-Palestinian group holding its signs, waving its flags? Yes and no.

According to the Anti-Defamation League, the Jewish community’s watchdog organization for
anti-Semitism and civil liberties abuses, AMP can be traced directly back to Hamas through the
now defunct Islamic Association for Palestine (IAP). (The IAP, among other things, printed and
distributed Hamas literature calling for a global jihad against Jews.)

So as universities begin the academic year, after a summer in which Israel was represented in
mainstream media as the bully Goliath, with Hamas as underdog David, Jewish professionals
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Call in the troops

anticipate that students’ return to campus will be fraught with anti-Israel sentiment.

While the ceasefire is holding in Gaza, as in the aftermath of previous wars, the frontline has
shifted to college campuses.

It was during the Second Intifada that Jewish Agency for Israel head Natan Sharansky, then
deputy prime minister, realized how dire the situation on campuses was for Israel — and that
the country’s most virulent critics were often Jews.

After visiting dozens of colleges throughout North America, he reported back to prime minister
Ariel Sharon that liberal Jews had said that with all the fallout from the Israeli-Palestinian
conflicts in the Holy Land, they would have preferred life without a Jewish state.

“I said to Sharon — the most important battleground for the future of the Jewish people
is campuses,” Sharansky told The Times of Israel last week.

And so during Operation Protective Edge, Sharansky and his team worked to come up with a
plan to bolster their Israel engagement efforts on North American campuses.

“During the war, when it was clear already that one battle would finish and immediately the
other would start on the campuses, we began discussing how we can strengthen and affect the
campus atmosphere,” said Sharansky.

At the height of this summer’s Gaza conflict, JAFI had already begun training its 2014 cohort of
66 campus Israel Fellows, which are based out of Hillel Houses on 111 campuses throughout
North America (some fellows have a presence on multiple campuses).

All the fellows have completed army service and university study and sign on for up to two
years on campuses where they aim to “empower student leadership and create Israel-engaged
campuses.”

Using this summer’s massive call-up of IDF reserves as a model, JAFI began to conscript its
“reservists” and, with emergency funding from Jewish Federations of North America,
pressed 20 former Israel Fellows back into its ranks. The reservists themselves are happy to
serve and have taken off between two weeks and a month from their “civilian lives” to return to
campuses in North America.

The reservists write a blog where they share their experiences, describing intensive strategic
operations and offer their personal reflections.

Yael Gertel is currently based in Pennsylvania at the Muhlenberg College Hillel after spending
two years as the University of Maryland’s Hillel Israel Fellow. “This past summer I’ve been
waiting for the call to ask me to come for miluim – reserve duty. I never thought, though, that I
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A new one-stop Israel shop at Hillel International

would be called for reserve duty abroad, as a veteran Israel Fellow,” wrote Gertel in a blog post.

“Today, two weeks after the call from the JAFI, I am sitting in this beautiful campus of
Muhlenberg and trying to summarize three days of back to back meetings with some great
Mules. Although my time here is very short, I’m trying to learn as much as possible about the
community and how to improve its connection to Israel — and what better way to do it by
meeting as many students as possible,” wrote Gertel.

From Indiana University in Bloomington Hillel, Hadar Raveh wrote: “When you know you only
have two weeks to ‘make a difference,’ things are going fast! In a week you get to know all the
active pro-Israel students, you speak at numerous events, you meet with students for a casual
and informal conversation about their lives and Israel, and you are experiencing campus life
through the eyes of the students, who are happy to show you around!”

The cultural exchange for Shira Prigat at Texas A&M included attending her first American
football game.

But it’s hardly all fun and games for her and the other reservists, rather meetings… and more
meetings.

“Texas A&M has approximately 500 Jewish students so there are two main challenges –
one finding them and engage them. Two, educate the non-Jews about Israel. And the latter
should be address with the new ASSI – Aggies Students Supporting Israel group, established
by Hillel,” wrote Prigat.

The Israel Fellows program is the poster child for a successful JAFI-Hillel partnership on
campuses. Recently this cooperation was given much more permanence and prominence with
the establishment of a separate Israel Education and Engagement department under Hillel vice
president Shelley Kedar.

This emphasis on Israel engagement is a direct about-face from Hillel International’s stance
during the Second Intifada, said Sharansky.

“[During the Second Intifada] Hillel was doubtful whether it would be good for them to have
Israel activity. Today we are partners and practically every Hillel wants an Israel Fellow because
they have realized we cannot keep people Jewish without a strong connection to Israel,” said
Sharansky.

Kedar is officially also the head of the Israel Fellows program and is employed by both Hillel
and the Jewish Agency in a shared position.

She audibly shrugged when asked how it is to have two masters. “Partnership happens in the
Jewish world every once in the while,” Kedar said wryly.
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‘One of the things that we’ve
learned is when you have a
good pair of hands and feet
on the ground, it helps a lot’

What do we talk about when we talk about Israel?

“The vision and mission of the Jewish Agency and Hillel in securing the Jewish future worldwide
in terms of Israel engagement presents no conflict, so there are many points of cooperation,”
said Kedar.

Kedar symbolizes the spirit of the Eric Fingerhut era, as the new Hillel International CEO
creates positions to answer direct challenges from students on campuses asking the
100-year-old organization to evolve and rethink its Israel programming.

Working in the field of Jewish education since 1999, Kedar was an emissary to the United
Kingdom and has been a formal and informal Jewish educator — and more recently trainer of
educators — ever since.

“The uniqueness of the department is we can look from an overview,” said Kedar, whose job it
is to streamline all the different Hillel and JAFI expertise and manpower.

In light of the challenges facing Jewish students this fall following the Gaza war, Kedar told The
Times of Israel that Birthright-Israel Taglit agreed to give Hillel International a list of names and
email contacts of former trip participants still on campuses. And Hillel has been in contact with
them, trying to engage them, get them into Hillel for meals or social activities — and recruit
them in the struggle against anti-Israel sentiment.

“It’s not just shlihim [emissaries]. You have these
Birthright alums, which create a fuller package,” said
Kedar.  “If we utilize all these resources on the ground,
we’re not helpless at all.”

The Israel Fellows reservists program is in the same
vein: “One of the things that we’ve learned is when you
have a good pair of hands and feet on the ground, it

helps a lot,” said Kedar.

In merging all the Israel programs available from JAFI and Hillel on campuses, and at the same
time leveraging human resources such as Birthright and Masa alum, Kedar has created a
larger, smarter team that can utilize the expertise of both Hillel and JAFI professionals.

Last year saw a slew of ongoing criticism of Hillel for its lack of plurality of opinion on Israel. A
grassroots student movement calling itself “Open Hillel” called for a revision of Hillel
International guidelines, which essentially ban partnering with non-Zionist organizations.

Open Hillel will hold its first conference this October at Harvard with speakers including
journalist Peter Beinart, gender theorist Judith Butler and Jewish Voice for Peace executive
director Rebecca Vilkomerson. The student group pushes for broader conversations on the
Israel-Palestinian conflict from a wide variety of perspectives.
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“We’re all very aware of the criticism from Open Hillel. I would say that a very quick and not
very in-depth look at the field would easily reveal the diversity and inclusivity of programming
and the fact that every Jewish student is welcome at Hillel,” said Kedar.

In light of the Gaza conflict, however, she is more concerned about the students who are so
turned off by the depiction of Israel in the media that they won’t even set foot in the door.

“We have students who feel they don’t know enough, can’t relate, so we’re looking for ways to
make sure they engage at whatever knowledge level they have,” she said.

“We are training professionals on how to open these conversations, create a safe place, so
students can say what they feel. Hillel is a home for all students and the convener of these
conversations,” said Kedar. “We want to hear you, what you’re concerned about, what’s wrong,
what’s right.”

Robbie Gringras of Makom is one of the experts helping the Hillel professionals learn to open
the conversations.

Makom, a JAFI initiative, calls itself a “think and do tank.” It is the Jewish Agency’s central
resource for Israel education and provides programming, content and workshops for Diaspora
communities that tackle Israel’s complicated complexity Israeli style — head-on.

Ahead of Rosh Hashanah, Gringras is on an emergency whirlwind tour of 30 North American
campuses, giving tailor-made seminars and training to Hillel professionals to help them frame
conversations about the conflict.

And the emphasis is on conversation, not a prepared monologue of facts, said Gringras.

“A successful conversation is one that leads to the next conversation. [The Jewish
professionals working with students] are not in it to win points or persuade. An educational
experience is one that leads to more educational experiences,” said Gringas, fresh off the plane
on his way to Berkeley in California.

“If you’re going into a conversation and your aim is to reach another conversation, you can be
far more relaxed,” which leads to a totally different atmosphere of engagement, said Gringas.

In the past month, Makom has developed a conversation guide for Hillel staff to get the ball
rolling through useful questions. Its philosophy is against depicting the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict in black and white, right or wrong terminology. Instead it uses words such as
“complicated” or “complex.”

“‘Complicated’ in our eyes is something quite exciting… ‘Challenging’ is currently a euphemism
for difficult, it no longer sounds fun. But ‘complicated’ or ‘complex,’ should not be euphemisms
for ‘uncomfortable,’ but expressions of how fascinating this place is,” said Gringras.
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More partnership and pilot programs still on the horizon

‘Due to the tense situation
on campuses, there is great
importance to swift, joint
action’

Gringas said it is not clear if this summer is a watershed moment on campuses, or whether the
“volume will go down again.” What is plain, however, is that Hillel campus professionals are
dealing with questions they’re not prepared to answer, often even on a personal level.

Gringras sees this as a lack of confidence on the part of Hillel staff in how to navigate that
conversations. The emergency Makom workshops are enabling them to give students a
framework to come up with their own questions and answers.

“There’s a difference between being clear on my own convictions and being able to hold a
conversation with somebody else to help them come to their own convictions,” said Gringas.
“There’s an awareness that with someone 19-20 years old, the last thing you want to do is to
tell that person what to think.”

The much-heralded, well-funded World Jewry Joint Initiative, a partnership between Diaspora
Jewry and the Israeli government, is the logical home for future engagement endeavors on
North American campuses.

It’s still in the planning stages, and an official from Naftali Bennett’s Diaspora Ministry told The
Times of Israel last month that the ministry is using this historic opportunity to “think big” and
create a new strategic model. The ministry, he said, is taking its time and not rushing into pilot
projects, regardless of this summer’s conflict.

The Jewish Agency, which already reaches 111
campuses throughout North America, has a backlog of
dozens more that have requested urgent help. Tensions
between JAFI and the Diaspora Ministry are palpable.

“Over the past few months, working with Jewish
Federations, foundations, donors, and other
organizations, we have developed two pilot initiatives

that are a direct continuation of the strategic planning process. Our intention is to present these
initiatives for discussion with the government as part of the agreed-upon decision-making
procedure, in order to start implementing them immediately,” said Sharansky last week.

“Due to the tense situation on campuses, there is great importance to swift, joint action. I know
that the foreign minister shares this sense of immediacy and has asked the prime minister to
move forward with the initiatives,” said Sharansky.

So for a few weeks this fall, Hillels on campuses without permanent staff hosted the 20 Israel
Fellow reservists, made shakshuka, talked about the news, and strategized for the future. But
until the Diaspora Affairs Ministry and JAFI sort out their issues, hundreds more are still lacking
the guidance to simply have a conversation about their feelings for a place they could call
home, Israel.
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Democratic candidate for Pennsylvania Governor Tom Wolf and current governor Tom Corbett meet Wednesday evening
at the 44th Environmental Aprtnership Dinner in Philadelphia. Both outlined their environmental agendas for state
geovernment. Wednesday, June 11, 2014, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. ( AP Photo / The Philadelphia Inquirer, Matthew
Hal )
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GALLERY: Voting in our
state and city isn't what it
should be

Travel Deals

LET'S TALK about you voting in the
governor's race.

Most of you won't be, especially if you live in Philly.

Not saying this is good. Just saying that it is.

See, we have apathy in gubernatorial elections. And I fear
that it's getting worse.

Over the past three decades, statewide voter turnout for
governor topped 40 percent only once - in 2006, with 42
percent.

In Philly, it never got up to 40 percent.

In 1998, the re-election of Republican Gov. Tom Ridge,
statewide turnout was just 32 percent. In Philly it was 26
percent.

This in the city and state where the nation was born, where its
democracy began, where its unity was preserved, where we
honor its history with Valley Forge, Independence Hall, the
Liberty Bell and Gettysburg.

Yet despite our heritage, we routinely trail up to half the states
or more in voting.

In 2010, the last gubernatorial year, 32 states voted at higher
rates.

Even in presidential years, the "Cradle of Democracy" gets
outdone: 20 states outvoted us in 2012.

Some - including Colorado, Iowa, Maine, Wisconsin,
Minnesota - vote at rates approaching, even topping, 70
percent.

When we vote for governor, we strain to top 40 percent.

Oh, and that 2006 "high" in Democratic Gov. Ed Rendell's
re-election year? That was spiked by the nationally watched
Senate race in which Democrat Bob Casey ousted
Republican Rick Santorum.

Most 
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There's no Senate race this year.

But there is an early warning sign of low voter turnout.

Longtime Daily News pollster Terry Madonna says that
turnout in the contested spring Democratic primary was 20
percent. In the GOP primary it was 17 percent.

"I don't remember a time it was that low," he says.

Part of the problem is that we, like most states, elect
governors in nonpresidential years when voters pay even less
attention and when activists are not so active in get-out-
the-vote efforts.

Another part of the problem is that state government seems
more distant from public engagement than, say, City Hall.

And there's more.

Muhlenberg College poli-sci professor Chris Borick notes that
many other states make voting easier with same-day
registration, early voting, mail-in voting and no-excuses-
needed absentee voting.

"We've done a good job making engagement arduous," he
says.

And he and Madonna point to too many noncompetitive
down-ballot races.

"You have to have something to vote for," says Borick, "to
generate localized energy."

Yet, as Madonna notes, 16 incumbent state representatives
running (with only two open seats) are all but certain to win
re-election. And in state legislative races, 60 percent of
districts have only one name on the ballot.

In Philly, it's 84 percent.

So, gerrymandering, one-party cities/districts contribute to
lower turnout.
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Plus, we have voter disillusionment, feelings of resignation,
nothing changes, nothing anyone can do.

But the governor's race enters a new phase this evening,
when the two Toms - Corbett and Wolf - meet for the first of
three planned debates.

This one's in Hershey. You can see it live at 7:30, or catch a
repeat at 11, on PCN, the Pennsylvania Cable Network.

I hope you watch. And I hope you vote on Nov. 4.

This election will make history. It'll either be the greatest
comeback in state politics after one of the greatest falls, or the
first time an incumbent Pennsylvania governor is beaten.

It'll set a course for a more-progressive government, or it'll
stay the course of a conservative approach.

To sit it out is to opt out of history.

To sit out a vote in Pennsylvania is to insult our
commonwealth.

 

Turnout data were culled from the U.S. Elections Project at George Mason University, the Center for

Political Participation at Allegheny College and the Philadelphia City Commissioners office, based on

voting-age populations.

 

Email: baerj@phillynews.com

Blog: ph.ly/BaerGrowls

Columns: ph.ly/JohnBaer
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September 21, 2014 12:00 AM

By James P. O'Toole / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

The candidates for governor will meet in the first of three debates Monday night in a forum that could
give Gov. Tom Corbett a much-needed opportunity to shift the dynamics of a race in which he is a
distinct underdog.

Mr. Corbett and Democratic nominee Tom Wolf will exchange views at the Hershey Lodge before the
annual dinner of the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry. The chamber is reliably friendly
to Republican candidates, but Mr. Wolf is sure to remind them of his background as a York County
businessman.

With seven weeks to go before the election, Mr. Wolf will not be under pressure to do much more than
avoid any major mistakes during the 45-minute encounter. For Mr. Corbett, the stakes are higher. He
needs to come up with an approach that will at least begin the process of changing voters’ overall
perceptions of the race.

“For a campaign like Tom Corbett’s, where he’s trying to dig himself out of a hole, he’s looking for
anything to give his story a bit of a reboot,” said Chris Borick, a political scientist who conducted a poll
for Muhlenberg College in the Allentown Morning Call. “He needs a good night.”

Still, while debates are typically the focus of lots of media attention, they are less likely to prompt
dramatic shifts of voter sentiment. Even the closely watched 2012 Denver debate between President
Barack Obama and Mitt Romney, in which Mr. Romney was widely credited with a better performance
than the president, produced only a modest shift in poll numbers. And debates for state offices do not
draw anything approaching the audiences for a presidential contest. Monday's face-off will be televised
only by PCN, the Pennsylvania Cable Network. While the Chamber boasts that it helped attract what
may be the largest crowd ever for its annual dinner, its statewide audience is likely to be dominated by a
relatively small cadre of the most devoted political junkies.

“In terms of a game-changer, the reality is that they almost never are,” Mr. Borick said.
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“I’ve been looking through my notes. I can’t find a single gubernatorial debate that made a difference,”
said Terry Madonna, a Franklin & Marshall college scholar and pollster.

Mr. Corbett has a long career of speaking on his feet in courtrooms, but this will be his first debate since
his two meetings with Democratic nominee Dan Onorato in 2010. Neither produced any memorable
attack, gaffe, or shift in a race that was dominated by the tide that swept in GOP governors and
lawmakers at every level that year.

Mr. Wolf participated in more than a dozen debates during the course of the Democratic primary that
led to his landslide victory. He was the target of increasingly tough attacks as his lead mounted and
persisted. But he survived them largely unscathed with a low-key, rope-a-dope style in which he fended
off his critics while staying largely positive himself.

Judging by the content of Mr. Corbett’s commercials, Mr. Wolf can expect a reprise of some of those
same attacks. Like Mr. Wolf's recent Democratic rivals, for example, Mr. Corbett is likely to press the
Democrat to release more income tax records. He is also expected to portray Mr. Wolf’s tax proposals as
a threat to the state's economy. Mr. Wolf can be counted on to criticize the incumbent for the state’s
education funding record in a reprise of the candidates’ substantive and semantic dispute over whether
those cuts should be blamed on Mr. Corbett or the Obama administration.

According to their campaign aides, both candidates have been squeezing debate prep into their
schedules.

The format of the encounter will include some elements of traditional and town hall debates. The
candidates will be perched on stools on the stage and will be free to rise and walk around as they answer
questions posed by Dennis Owens, a reporter for ABC’s Harrisburg affiliate. They'll have two minutes to
answer most questions with one-minute rebuttals from their opponent. They won’t take any questions
directly from the audience, but a spokesman for the chamber said some questions suggested by members
will be among the list of queries Mr. Owens will consider as he tries to guide the discussion.

The two candidates will meet again over the next two weeks for the remaining debates — Oct. 1 in
Philadelphia and Oct. 8 in Pittsburgh.
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September 23, 2014 12:03 AM

By James O'Toole / Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

HERSHEY, Pa. -- Maybe it was the friendly crowd. Maybe it was the arrival of the new twin
grandchildren that he announced from the stage. But a quietly combative Gov. Tom Corbett appeared
relaxed and fended off attacks on his education and economic record Monday night, while trying to
portray his challenger, Democrat Tom Wolf, as a figure eager to raise taxes.

The first of their three scheduled debates featured uniformly civil exchanges and offered no bombshells
likely to instantly transform a race in which Mr. Wolf has been the consistent front-runner. But Mr.
Corbett was more often the low-key aggressor on the stage of the Hershey Lodge before a business-
friendly audience gathered at the annual dinner of the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry.

Mr. Wolf appeared unfazed by the incumbent’s criticism, or the repeated queries from a moderator
pressing him for more specifics on how he would change the state’s tax structure or how much more
money would be needed to bring the educational improvements he has advocated.

“How much money is that going to take,? I don't know,” Mr. Wolf responded when asked what it would
take boost the state’s educational performance.

“How much is enough, I don't know,” he repeated later.

The exchange came after Mr. Wolf once again criticized the incumbent for cutting educational funding.
Mr. Corbett shrugged off the attack, maintaining as he has in the past that the school funding shortfalls
were not his fault.

Their sparring reprised one of the campaign’s running disputes. Pointing to extensive school district
layoffs and increases in property taxes, Mr. Wolf and other Democrats have regularly denounced Mr.
Corbett for having cut $1 billion from education. The administration maintains that it is being blamed
for cuts in federal funding with the expiration of the federal stimulus program, pointing to the fact that
the amount of state tax dollars devoted to education has set records.
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Citing layoffs, and increasing local property taxes “through the roof,” Mr. Wolf said, “We can talk about
statistics all we want, but education has been cut.”

Mr. Corbett responded that, “He doesn't want to talk about statistics, but the cuts to education happened
in the administration before me.”

Mr. Corbett twice declined to repeat the no-tax increase pledge he’d made before his 2010 election. And
he resisted the suggestion that he had violated that pledge either with an impact fee on Marcellus gas
wells, with a wholesale gasoline tax increase enacted along with a major transportation bill.

“My record speaks for itself ... that's my answer,'” he said when asked for a second time if he would
reaffirm the pledge for a second administration.

He insisted the gas tax was “not an increase,'” rather, he said, “It was a removal of a false cap.'”

Mr. Wolf repeated his plan to impose a new 5 percent severance tax on gas drilling, and scoffed at the
idea that it would deter development of the state’s gas resources.

Mr. Corbett toured the state this summer urging legislators to approve a plan reducing benefits for newly
hired state and public school workers. After Mr. Corbett spoke during the debate of the sharp increases
in state pension payments in the next several years, the moderator asked Mr. Wolf if he considered the
pension situation to be a crisis.

Mr. Wolf said Pennsylvania has a pension problem that will become a crisis if the state does not pay its
scheduled contributions.

“What we need to do is pay that bill we didn't pay for the past 10 years,” he said. “If we find a way to do
that that doesn’t hurt the taxpayers we are going to have a solution to this problem.”

His campaign previously has spoken of considering mechanisms such as pension obligation bonds.

Another clear difference between the candidates was highlighted when they disagreed on a state increase
in the minimum wage. Mr. Corbett said it would be a mistake for the state to act on its own and said he
supported the federal wage floor. Mr. Wolf said that regardless of federal action, the state wage should be
lifted above $10 an hour.

Mr. Corbett conceded only that he had not been an effective communicator in his first term, but he
insisted that he had made the hard decisions needed to send the state to more robust growth. Mr. Wolf,
on the other hand, portrayed a state with a lagging economy, arguing that better polices were needed for
it to fulfill its potential.
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Lt. Gov. Jim Cawley, like other Republicans, said Mr. Wolf was insufficiently specific about his plans.

“He's sure he's going to raise taxes, but beyond that we’re going to have to stay tuned, according to Mr.
Wolf,” Mr. Cawley said. “I think that’s a gamble the people of Pennsylvania are unwilling to take.”

Katie McGinty, who ran for the Democratic nomination and now heads the PAC affiliated with the Wolf
campaign, said her candidate had shared his plan, to impose a severance tax on natural gas drilling. She
said Mr. Corbett, on the other hand, had presided over property tax increases at the local level.

“I think Tom Wolf was clear,” she said. “There was only one person on this stage tonight who has
increased people’s taxes, and that's Tom Corbett.”

The debate was moderated by Dennis Owens, a reporter for Harrisburg’s ABC station. The candidates
traded views seated on the stage of a vast ballroom at the Hershey Lodge. They will meet again next week
in Philadelphia and rendezvous for a third and final debate in Pittsburgh on Oct. 8.

The candidates met six weeks before the election and after months of largely dispiriting news for the
incumbent’s campaign. Last week, the state's unemployment rate crept up for the second month in a
row, challenging a GOP campaign that had been touting better news on jobs for much of the last year.
Polls have consistently found Mr. Corbett trailing his Democratic challenger by wide margins. A
Muhlenberg College survey released Sunday showed Mr. Wolf with a lead of 21 points -- 54 percent to 33
percent.

And according to the Associated Press, the campaign finance reports that the candidates will file Tuesday
will show the Democrat has a financial edge over the incumbent as the campaign nears its homestretch.
In the three-month reporting period ending Sept. 15, Mr. Wolf raised $9.6 million and Mr. Corbett, $8
million, bringing their total receipts to roughly $28 million for the Democrat and $25 million for the
incumbent.

If that pattern were to hold up in the closing weeks, this would be the first election in Pennsylvania
history in which an incumbent governor trailed his challenger in fundraising. Until now, no elected
governor has lost a bid for a second term, another bit of history that will be tested on Nov. 4.
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By Laura Olson,
Of The Morning Call

SEPTEMBER 23, 2014, 12:06 AM | HERSHEY

— Republican Gov. Tom Corbett and Democratic challenger Tom Wolf faced off in their first debate Monday evening,
sparring over tax policy, education spending and the direction the state is heading.

There were few fireworks between the two men. Wolf was calm and collected throughout the 45-minute debate,
launching few pointed attacks on the incumbent, and Corbett grew more comfortable as he responded to his
opponent's criticisms.

Corbett, who consistently has trailed Wolf by wide margins in public opinion polls, repeatedly pressed the York
businessman to provide specifics on how he would revamp education spending and Pennsylvania's income tax system.

Wolf provided few details, instead sticking to his broad plans for creating what he says would be a "fairer" tax system
and an education system that would better prepare Pennsylvanians for available jobs. He tailored his answers to the
sold-out crowd at the Pennsylvania Chamber of Business and Industry's annual dinner, often reminding the business
leaders that he ran a kitchen-cabinet company.

"We need a fresh start," Wolf said. "I think we need to go in a different direction. I think we need a new governor."

The first-term governor acknowledged he hasn't been a strong salesman for his administration's record, but
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emphasized what he described as promises kept on keeping taxes and government spending low.

"Everybody makes mistakes. Have I communicated the best? Probably not," Corbett told the crowd of more than 1,800
at the Hershey Lodge. "But I made tough decisions. I was hired to change the culture of Harrisburg."

It took Corbett a question or so to find his footing. After a rambling opening statement and stiffly defending his
education funding record in response to an initial question, Corbett grew visibly more comfortable as the conversation
shifted to taxes.

As moderator Dennis Owens, a reporter and anchor for Harrisburg-area television station ABC27, pressed Corbett on
whether he kept his no-tax-hike pledge, the governor contrasted his record against Wolf's calls for a severance tax and
changes to the state's flat income tax rate.

Corbett said legislation putting a fee on shale drilling and raising the gasoline tax didn't break his promise. Later, he
shifted the burden back to Wolf, arguing that the new spending proposals that the Democrat has put forward so far
would require $6.5 billion in new tax money.

"So the question is: Where do you get the money?" Corbett asked. "Honestly, I think it's time that Mr. Wolf shared his
plan."

Wolf, the former state revenue secretary, declined to get into the details of how he would replace Pennsylvania's
income tax with a graduated levy system. Asked about whether some — particularly high earners and businesses —
would end up paying more under such a system, Wolf replied that under the current system, some are paying too
much, and he repeated his aim of making the system "fairer."

"Fairness is in the eye of the beholder, I understand that," Wolf said, adding: "I think I should pay more."

On education spending, Wolf, who has blasted Corbett for not replacing the federal stimulus money that went to
schools, also avoided committing to specifics. He said that while simply throwing money at schools isn't the answer,
"you can't keep disinvesting either."

Corbett reiterated the line from his latest television ad, saying Wolf and his supporters have spent millions of dollars
"putting out a lie" that Corbett cut education money. The governor noted the disappearing stimulus money and
spiraling pension and health care costs, before arguing that his teacher evaluation system and other policies will help
schools to better use their money.

Wolf's decision to stick to his broad plans instead of more nuanced aspects of policy likely was a wise decision, said
Franklin & Marshall College political scientist G. Terry Madonna. Madonna praised Corbett as giving one of his
stronger performances, but with Wolf's lead, Madonna said it was smart of the Democrat to avoid getting tangled in
details and making a mistake.

"Wolf ran as the front-runner and Tom Corbett, oddly enough, ran as the challenger," Madonna said.

In public opinion polls, Wolf has looked more like the incumbent. A poll released Sunday by The Morning
Call/Muhlenberg College showed 52 percent of likely voters backing Wolf, and 31 percent voting for Corbett. The
21-point difference is in line with other recent polls that have put the gap between 11 and 31 percentage points.

Wolf also has a financial lead heading into the final weeks, according to The Associated Press. The news wire reported
that the campaign finance reports due this week will show Wolf with a cash advantage of about $1.7 million.

The men will meet in two more debates — on Oct. 1 in Philadelphia and Oct. 8 in suburban Pittsburgh.

lolson@mcall.com
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Jerzy Jung talks the power of music

Jersey-based singer-songwriter Jerzy Jung discusses why she finds
music to be the most powerful form of expression, and on her love of
teaching music classes at Lakehouse Recording Studios in Asbury Park.

Must-hear N.J.: Soulful singer-songwriter Jerzy Jung
Jerzy Jung plays "Everything Will Kill You"

Jersey-based singer-songwriter Jerzy Jung plays her original song "Everything Will Kill You" at Lakehouse Recording Studio in Asbury Park.

Bobby Olivier | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com By Bobby Olivier | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on September 24, 2014 at 8:00 AM, updated September 24, 2014 at 1:27 PM

She gets it all the time — yes, Jerzy Jung is her real name.

Before she was born, her dad saw the name on a sign

somewhere, and it stuck.

Jung's pairing of vivid, warm vocals and perceptive songwriting is

just as unique as her name.

She's played most every stage in the state over the last 10 years,

hammering away on her keyboard everywhere from The Stone

Pony in Asbury Park to the smallest java joints.

But how many coffee house singers can say they have

collaborated, and shared a stage with Joseph Gordon-Levitt?

Jung, 32, played alongside the actor and musician at the

Troubadour in Los Angeles in September 2013, for the first

episode of "Hit Record on TV," a series on the Pivot Channel

fueled by the work of Gordon-Levitt's collaborative entertainment

company HitRecord. The two performed with a band a song called "You're Not The Only One," for which Jung

wrote the verse melody and Gordon-Levitt penned the lyrics. More than 900 HitRecord users submitted contributions

to the song, but Jung was chosen to play the song live.

"It was incredible," she says, "Everyone treated me like I 100 percent belonged and was an equal part of the band.

We wrote the song over the internet, so to finally unite and meet everyone face-to-face was awesome."

 

Reaching a level worthy of working with a film

superstar has required much growth, and an open

mind from the girl raised in Haddon Township, who didn't write her first song until she was a freshman at

Muhlenberg College in Pennsylvania.

"I've learned that I can talk about things in songs and not be afraid to make myself vulnerable," Jung says. "For all
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Singer-songwriter Jerzy Jung, originally of Haddon Township, showcases
one of the state's richest combinations of soulful vocals and smart
songwriting. (Lucia Holm)

 

the fears, anxiety and awkwardness, it's freeing not to be afraid to sing about the worst parts of myself."

Now, Jung is teaching others to do the same as she instructs voice, piano and songwriting classes at Lakehouse

Recording Studios in Asbury Park.

"I love teaching ... because songwriting can be a really solitary activity, but the idea of taking that art and turning it

into a community-based thing has been really cool," she says. "And being able to work with other songwriters and

create with them, give them tips and help build their careers."

WHAT SHE SOUNDS LIKE

With just a keyboard and a microphone, there is nowhere for the frayed ends of an undeveloped voice to hide. Jung

doesn't have such trouble, as her rich, soulful sound ranges effortlessly from falsetto to lower register, loud to soft.

The comparison below to Canadian songstress Sarah McLachlan is fair — she exhibits the same emotion and poise,

as well as a similar tone.

Her original songs are smart, humble and well-grounded, sung from the perspective of someone who's been let

down before, but remains steadfast in her hope that the world's good will find her again. Check out her new tune

"Beauty Currency."

WHO SHE SOUNDS LIKE

Sarah McLachlan, Fiona Apple, Alanis Morissette

WHY SHE MATTERS

Think of all the people in New Jersey who can sing.

Narrow that to the people who can sing and play

piano. Narrow that to the few people who can sing

and play piano well enough to do so and be paid

for it, even if it's just a coffee shop. Narrow that

one last time to the short list of New Jerseyans

who can play and sing so well that you stop

drinking your mocha latte, turn around and

wonder why in the world these people are playing

said coffee shop and aren't on some massive

stage?

Jung is one of those people. Talent flows through her with incredible ease. She's a pleasure to watch and a voice you

cannot ignore.

WHERE YOU CAN SEE HER

After a busy summer of live performances around the state, Jerzy is taking most her time now to teach at

Lakehouse, record and release some new tunes.
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Her next planned Jersey show is at Dragonfly Music and Coffee in Somerville on Nov. 22. For more information, visit

her Facebook page.

Jung and Gordon-Levitt's song "You're Not The Only One" can be heard in the 17th minute of the video below

Bobby Olivier may be reached at bolivier@njadvancemedia.com. Follow him on Twitter @BobbyOlivier. Find

NJ.com on Facebook.

© 2014 NJ.com. All rights reserved.
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By Kathy Lauer-Williams,
Of The Morning Call

Ralph and Vicki Montesano of Macungie play Arthur and Muriel in the Pennsylvania Playhouse production of 'I Love Your, You're Perfect, Now Change' Sept. 26-Oct. 12.
(EMILY PAINE, THE MORNING CALL)
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SEPTEMBER 24, 2014, 10:58 PM

t's fitting that a couple who have been in love with each other, as well as the theater, for decades anchors the Pennsylvania Playhouse production of "I Love
You, You're Perfect, Now Change!" opening Friday.

The show also marks the return to the stage of Ralph Montesano after 18 months battling cancer. He and wife Vicki play one of four couples in the off-Broadway
hit musical revue. Ralph, who received a positive report from doctors in August, is looking forward to being back on the boards.

"I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change" is by American playwright Joe DiPietro, best known for the Tony-winning Broadway show "Memphis." It was
DiPietro's first produced work and ran for 12 years Off-Broadway starting in 1996. It shows different relationships at different stages through a series of
vignettes set to upbeat songs composed by Jimmy Roberts.

Director Chip Rohrbach says his concept was to increase the size of the cast from two couples playing various ages through life, to four couples, representing
20s, 30s, mid-40s and 55-plus.

"Society has changed so much in the last few decades," Rohrbach says. "Couples are starting families in their mid- to late-40s, and people are re-entering the
dating pool in their 60s, so why not represent this on stage?"

Rohrbach says he was "shocked when Ralph and Vicki walked in." He feels they bring a great chemistry to the show as the oldest couple.

The other couples are portrayed by Sebastian Paff and Valynn Turkovich, Charles Weigold III and Beth Linzer, and John Monahan and Lori Sivick

The Montesanos have been involved in all aspects of theater for most of their lives together. They have acted, been on production staffs and been involved on the
boards of area community theater companies.

The last time they played husband and wife on stage was as Big Daddy and Big Mama in Pennsylvania Playhouse's 2010 production of "Cat on a Hot Tin Roof,"
which Ralph says was a challenge because the character did not treat his wife very well.

"Big Daddy was flat out mean to her and Mama was unconditionally loving, as Vicki is always," he says. "I could and would never talk to Vicki like that and I'm
not sure she'd let me. When we'd get home I'd jokingly throw a line or two at her and she'd never fail to surprise me with and quip to throw me off."

Theater went on the back burner for Montesano in March 2013, when he was diagnosed with a brain tumor.

Rohrbach, a personal friend of the Montesanos, says the couple always remained positive through surgery, chemotherapy, drug treatments and many trips to
Duke University.

"I remember sitting with Vicki in the hospital cafeteria, Vicki just looked me square in the eyes and said, 'I know Ralph is going to beat this, I just know it,'"
Rohrbach says.

After getting good news in August, the couple decided to audition for the show.
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"I'm thrilled to have responded so well to treatments and I owe a lot to my surgeon Dr. Li and to my team," he says. "I've learned yesterday is gone, tomorrow is
not a given and today is here, let's not waste it."

He says he also learned that his wife is "the best nurse in the world!"

Ralph continues treatments and doctor visits to keep watch for any reoccurrence, but says his doctors are pleased with his progress. He says rehearsals have
gone well and he is excited to perform again.

"I'm surprised that I wasn't left with more of a memory deficit that might affect learning my lines," he says. "I think the fact that we'll be celebrating my 61st
birthday during the run of the show, any deficit is most likely age-related."

The production includes music direction by Lucille Kincaid, set by Brett Oliveira and costumes by Shawn Kerbein.

•"I Love You, You're Perfect, Now Change" 8 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Oct. 9, and 3 p.m. Sunday, through Oct. 12, Pennsylvania Playhouse, Illick's Mill
Road, Bethlehem. Tickets: $22; $19, students and seniors (except Saturdays). http://www.paplayhouse, 610-865-6665.

'Gamma Rays' at Lehigh

Lehigh University's Department of Theatre kicks off its season Friday with Paul Zindel's Pulitzer Prize-winning play "The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-
the-Moon Marigolds."

The Off-Broadway play about an embittered, vindictive widow and her two young daughters has been hailed as one of the most significant and affecting modern
plays.

The story takes place in an old, converted vegetable shop where Tillie lives with her bitter mother Beatrice and her epileptic sister Ruth. Tillie's passion for a
high-school science project is rejected by her mother who says, "… some people were born to speak and others just to listen."

"The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds," written in 1964, was Zindel's first and most successful play. The play ran Off-Broadway in 1970,
and on Broadway in 1971. He received the Pulitzer Prize for Drama in 1971. The play was also made into a 1972 movie starring Joanne Woodward.

Directing is Emma Gifford, a senior theater and psychology major who is president of the Mustard and Cheese Drama Society. She studied acting on
Shakespeare's Globe stage in London this summer.

Starring are Lehigh University students Meghan Harris as Beatrice, Becca Fryer as Ruth, Julia Tvardovskaya as Tillie, Emily Drabik-Stevens as Nanny and
Hallie Bodenstab as Janice Vickery.

The design team includes Katherine Coots, set and props; Pamela Richey, costumes; Kristian Ball, sound, and Sue Ragusa, lighting. Andrew Southard is the
technical director and Sophie Coopersmith is the stage manager.

•"The Effect of Gamma Rays on Man-in-the-Moon Marigolds," 8 p.m. Saturday, Sunday and Oct. 1-3 and 2 p.m. Sunday, Lehigh University, Diamond
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Theater, Zoellner Arts Center, 420 E Packer Ave., Bethlehem. Tickets: $12; $5, students. 610-758-2787, http://www.zoellnerartscenter.org.

Muhlenberg's 'New Visions' spotlights student directors

Talented student directors will be on display Saturday through Tuesday in Muhlenberg College's "New Visions" Directors Festival, featuring plays directed by
four seniors who are studying directing in the college's Department of Theatre and Dance.

The festival will be presented in two evenings. "Evening A" features Federico Garcia Lorca's "The Love of Don Perlimplin for Belisa in the Garden," directed by
Allison Lloyd, and Romulus Linney's "Hrosvitha," directed by Julia Schneiderman.

"Evening B" features "Out Loud: Three Short Plays," directed by Michael Witkes, and Caryl Churchill's "This is a Chair," directed by Hayley Cooke.

"The Love of Don Perlimplin for Belisa in the Garden" tells the story of a hopeless bachelor who wants to marry the beautiful but promiscuous Belisa. Four
scenes illustrate the tale of a man overcome by the spirits of passion and the desire to win the love of the woman to whom he is married.

The title character in "Hrosvitha" is a canoness at Gandersheim Abbey in 10th century Saxony, who is regarded as the first Christian playwright. By imagining
the visit of a hostile monk and the conflict that unfolds, Linney examines the forward-thinking woman with an understanding of the world that didn't always
harmonize with her religious beliefs and faith.

"The play contends that we are the authors of our own stories, and that women, most of all, must struggle to rewrite the world around them," Schneiderman
says.

"Out Loud" comprises three short plays: "Black Eye" by Carolyn Gage, "Game On" by Gary Garrison and "Baby Steps" by Geoffrey Nauffts. The show explores
overcoming the stigmatization of homosexuality and fighting for sexual identity. One actor plays the lead in all three plays, from hiding his sexuality, to coming
out with hesitation, to finally embracing his sexuality.

"This is a Chair" explores the relationship between language and meaning. Eight vignettes, juxtaposed with large title signs, look at the complexities of human
relationships and the struggle to connect.

The plays are recommended for mature audiences.

•"New Visions," "Evening A" is at 2 and 8 p.m. Saturday and 8 p.m. Saturday; "Evening B" is at 2 and 8 p.m. Sunday and 8 p.m. Monday, Studio Theatre,
Trexler Pavilion for Theatre and Dance, Muhlenberg College, 2400 Chew St., Allentown. Tickets: $15 for one evening; $20 for both evenings.
muhlenberg.edu/theatreanddance, 484-664-3333.

'Book of Mormon' breaks record again

"The Book of Mormon," the irreverent Tony-winning musical comedy from "South Park" creators Trey Parker and Matt Stone, has broken the house record
again at the Forrest Theatre in Philadelphia for its final week ending Sept. 14. The musical's gross of $ 1.73 million topped its August record of $1.67 million.
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The national tour of the musical has broken 70 records in 32 venues across the country. On Broadway, "The Book of Mormon," which continues to play to
packed houses, has broken the house record 49 times.

The musical ran for 11 weeks as part of the Broadway Philadelphia series. It closed in the city Sept. 14.

kathy.lauer@mcall.com
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By Dan Sheehan,
Of The Morning Call

Muhlenberg College wrestling coach Jake Calhoun nearly died of heatstroke after a workout and ended up having an emergency liver transplant. Friends are raising money
to help him with expenses. ////// TERI JAKOB / CONTRIBUTED PHOTO (TERI JAKOB, CONTRIBUTED PHOTO)
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SEPTEMBER 23, 2014, 6:43 PM

he same passion that pushes athletes to excellence can also put them in danger if they fail to heed the warning signs of overexertion.

Exhibit A: Jake Calhoun.

The 29-year-old head wrestling coach at Allentown's Muhlenberg College came close to death in June, when he collapsed from heatstroke after a vigorous
hot-weather workout in Daytona Beach, Fla.

He had gone there to compete in a weekend wrestling tournament. Ten days later, he woke in a Gainesvillle hospital with a new liver.

He still hasn't made it back to Pennsylvania.

"It's been a long weekend in Florida," Calhoun joked in a telephone interview Friday from the rented condominium where his parents, Dean and Donna, have
been his primary caretakers during his recuperation.

Calhoun hopes to return to Muhlenberg in time for his team's first practice on Oct. 11. That he has a chance to be there at all is a testament to the skill of his
transplant team and his own determination.

"His heart stopped, his kidneys started to fail and his liver completely failed," said Teri Jakob, a Harrisburg nurse and friend of Calhoun's who is in charge of a
campaign to raise money for his enormous medical expenses. "Doctors weren't sure he was going to make it through the night."

Calhoun, like every athlete, knew the risk of working out in the heat. But he isn't the first wrestler who tried to sweat his way to the proper weight.

"I was pretty sure I was on weight but I wanted to make sure," he said. "I'd been used to pushing myself past discomfort — you try to push to a limit and you just
keep going — and this one time my body didn't agree with it."

Calhoun's athleticism may be what saved him. Jakob said someone much older or younger — the people most vulnerable to heatstroke — would almost certainly
have died.

"I think being in the shape I am and being young helped," Calhoun said. "But my will to survive would have been there regardless of the shape I'm in. I'm a
survivor. The will to survive is what's gotten me through. That and my family and friends."

Liver transplants are extraordinarily complicated, because the organ is connected to so many other major organs. An average transplant costs about $575,000,
meaning someone with a 20 percent insurance co-pay still faces a $115,000 bill.

Post-transplant medicines cost about $2,000 a month after insurance and must be taken for the rest of the recipient's life.

Calhoun's family contacted the National Foundation for Transplants, a nonprofit agency that helps transplant patients with expenses.
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"My heart goes out to Jake," said Samantha Palazolo, NFT's fundraising consultant. "This has all happened so quickly and been such a frightening experience,
but I'm hopeful that things will only get better from here. It's amazing to see how many people are rallying around Jake and doing everything they can to help
emotionally and financially."

One of the organizations helping Calhoun is the Texas Roadhouse restaurant chain. Monday, the Trexlertown location and four others will donate 10 percent of
proceeds collected between 4 p.m. and 8 p.m. to NFT in Calhoun's name.

For proceeds to go to NFT, Texas Roadhouse patrons must present an event flier to their server. The fliers can be downloaded from the Calhoun fundraising
campaign website at http://www.jakecalhoun.org

Jakob said she hopes to raise about $25,000 as an initial goal through this event and others, with the aim of paying for Calhoun's first year of medications.

Calhoun said he is more than eager to return home and resume coaching. He came to Muhlenberg last year after a stint as Gettysburg College's wrestling coach.

"Muhlenberg's been very supportive through this," he said. "I'm planning on being back soon to get back to my team for this season. I know I can't be as
hands-on as I was in the past, at least in this first year. Right now I'm doing as much work as I can do without actually being there."

daniel.sheehan@mcall.com
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By Steve Esack,
Call Harrisburg Bureau

SEPTEMBER 25, 2014, 5:38 AM

ARRISBURG — A state Republican Party campaign flier tries to link Democrat Tom Wolf to "House of Horrors" abortion doctor Kermit Gosnell.

The fliers include a photo of Wolf and the headline "Will pro-abortion Tom Wolf take us back?" Underneath the headline and photo are a picture of Gosnell,
investigative photos of trash bags thought to contain fetuses in Gosnell's Philadelphia clinic, and a newspaper quote from an investigator:

"They were shoving body parts down the garbage disposal … ."

Corbett campaign manager Mike Barley said the fliers were sent by the state Republican Party, not the campaign.

"It's their mail," he said, declining further comment.

But on Twitter and other social media, the fliers are being treated as the work of Corbett, who is trailing Wolf badly in the polls.

TV commentator and author Michael Smerconish tweeted Monday: "Playing hardball — just received mailer from Corbett trying to tie Wolf to Kermit Gosnell.
He must really be trailing."

Democratic candidate for Governor Tom Wolf (CHRIS KNIGHT, SPECIAL TO THE MORNING CALL)
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A follower, Michael Haney, said: "Lowest Common Denominator politics. He's pro-choice, so he MUST want to shove babies into garbage disposals.
Disgraceful."

Gosnell was found guilty in May 2013 of three counts of first-degree murder for killing three babies born alive during abortions. He snipped their spines with
scissors. Gosnell then waived his right to appeal to escape a possible death sentence. He is serving three consecutive life sentences in state prison.

The flier's existence was first reported by The Associated Press.

State GOP spokeswoman Megan Sweeney declined to answer questions about fairness and whether she thought the flier would backfire and hurt Corbett.

In an emailed statement, Sweeney stated: "During his first days in office, Gov. Tom Corbett took swift and decisive action regarding Kermit Gosnell's 'House of
Horrors,' holding state government accountable for its actions while ensuring that such horrific events do not ever occur again. As a vocal pro-abortion
candidate, it's time for Tom Wolf to explain what, if any, of Tom Corbett's reforms he would support if elected."

Wolf campaign spokeswoman Beth Melena said the ad is baseless and has no place in Pennsylvania politics.

"Instead of raising the discourse in the final weeks of this campaign, Tom Corbett has instead turned to desperate and baseless attacks in an effort to mislead
voters," Melena said.

G. Terry Madonna, the Franklin & Marshall College pollster and political science professor, said he understands the anti-abortion movement's belief that any
abortion is murder. But it's a huge stretch to try to link Wolf to Gosnell, and the state GOP risks backlash against Corbett, he said.

"It's a high-risk piece of literature," said Madonna, who will be releasing another voter poll Thursday. "What's fascinating is it's the first introduction of a
controversial issue into a campaign that has been dominated by a discussion on taxes, education, jobs, the economy and the state budget."

During the Democratic primary, the approval ratings of candidate Rob McCord, also the state treasurer, dropped after he criticized Wolf for briefly serving in
2001 as honorary campaign chairman for former York Mayor Charlie Robertson, who was charged and later acquitted of a murder that happened while
Robertson was a police officer during a 1969 race riot.

During a special election for a York County state Senate seat in March, conservative GOP candidate Scott Wagner, owner of a trash disposal company, won
handily after the Senate Republican's election arm aired negative ads accusing him of bullying an old lady and violating environmental laws.

On Sunday, The Morning Call/Muhlenberg College Poll found 52 percent of likely voters backing Wolf, and 31 percent voting for Corbett.

steve.esack@mcall.com

Twitter @sesack

717-783-7305
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Muhlenberg College's Ian Gimbar (43) has been impressive at outside linebacker so far for the Mules. (Bill Johnson |
Muhlenberg College)

(http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/staff/brwilson/index.html) By Brad Wilson | The Express-Times
(http://connect.lehighvalleylive.com/staff/brwilson/posts.html)
Email the author

on September 24, 2014 at 5:59 PM, updated September 24, 2014 at 8:22 PM

What Ian Gimbar needed to get back on track might well have been found up a tree.

The Muhlenberg College (http://topics.lehighvalleylive.com
/tag/muhlenberg-college/posts.html) senior outside linebacker and Saucon
Valley High School (http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/school
/hellertown-saucon-valley-high-school/) graduate had noticed a blip in his
performance during his junior season.

"I had a very successful sophomore season and I'd spent the summer before it working
for my father Charlie's tree service," Gimbar said. "Then before my junior season I
spent the summer doing an internship at Lehigh, and I didn't have as a good a season
statistically. So before this season I went to work with my dad again. Between the work
and my (football training) it was like getting two workouts every day."

The arboreal effort helped get Gimbar dialed in physically and its impact surely has
shown for the first three games of the season for the unbeaten (3-0, 2-0 Centennial
Conference) and No. 22-ranked (in the Division III coaches' poll) Mules.

In three games Gimbar has 14 tackles, including 4.5 for loss, 1.5 sacks and a pass
breakup, as the Mules have allowed 5.7 points per game, 3.0 yards per play, 188 yards
per game and just 7 of 45 third-down conversions.

With numbers like that maybe head coach Mike Donnelly should send everybody to toil
in trees over the summer.

Find stats, rosters and schedules

(http://highschoolsports.lehighvalleylive.com/)
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The Mules will need Gimbar -- and everybody else -- in absolute tip-top form Saturday
when they host No. 12 Johns Hopkins (3-0, 2-0) at Scotty Wood Stadium at 2 p.m. in a
game that will have an enormous impact on who wins the conference and earns the
automatic Division III playoff berth.

"We have had a very hard competition with Johns Hopkins," said Gimbar of the
five-time defending conference champions, who are 29-1 in their last 30 conference
games and have not lost to Muhlenberg since 2010. "It's been hard not to think about
this game all season, I can't dispute that. The last three years it's been the game that has
pretty much decided the conference."

Johns Hopkins presents an extreme challenge to any defense with its run-first spread
attack where quarterback Braden Anderson "runs like a tailback," as Donnelly said.
There's a lot of deception and ball-reading necessary, and Donnelly couldn't be happier
to have the 5-foot-11, 217-pound Gimbar in a key spot.

"Ian is always where he is supposed to be," said Donnelly, who is also Muhlenberg's
defensive coordinator. "He is one of the most complete football players I have ever
coached. He plays at a very high level. He's physical, he runs to the ball, he's got an
experienced nose for the football."

Gimbar fits Donnelly's system perfectly, a system that calls for linebackers to be agile
and athletic.

"I know I am not considered big, but considering how much (Donnelly) expects us to
play in space, it's more about being able to make plays in space," he said. "In the past,
you had linebackers who were 6-2, 6-3, 225, 230 pounds, going up guards and centers,
and given how huge they are now that would not work out too well for me. But
(Donnelly) wants us to be able to (pass defend) because he recognizes the direction the
game has taken since the early 2000s."

To the air, Gimbar means, which changes what he does as a linebacker. More blitzing,
more coverage, less up on the tight end (if there even is one) to stuff the off-tackle play.

(https://twitter.com
/lvsports)  

(https://www.facebook
/lehigh.valley.sports)
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"I love rushing the passer," he said. "In high school I was a read-and-react inside
linebacker. I can't even remember how to play like that. Coach uses the term 'mule' for
the pass-rush guy, and I want to be that guy and be in that role, to make big plays."

Donnelly likes the sound of that.

"Ian's a big playmaker," Donnelly said. "He doesn't have to do too much different. If he
makes plays the rest of the defense will feed off of that."

A big play doesn't necessarily mean a sack.

"We want to create situations where we make the quarterback throw a bad pass, where
we tip a pass," Gimbar said. "Especially with all the three-step drops and the (short)
slants now. If we can get there the rest of the defense will be licking its chops."

Gimbar's success at Muhlenberg extends to everything he does. He's successful in the
classroom in a very demanding major, biology, which, with its laboratory sessions and
demand for precise knowledge, would be enough to fully fulfill most students' platters
without football and its demands.

"It's a large course load," Gimbar said. "On Thursdays we practice at night so I can get
my lab in the afternoon. It is definitely a long day. But you have to be disciplined, to
push to get to the library after practice. You can't waste time like other students might."

Gimbar had a secret weapon to work with when it came to self-discipline.

"I think wrestling did help a lot," said Gimbar, who was a three-time PIAA District 11
Class AA champion and placed third in the state his senior year at Saucon Valley. "I
always went right from football to wrestling and then after wrestling season there was
Greco-Roman and freestyle. All though I had to commit to my studies; there are a lot of
different ways to do it."

Gimbar has succeeded so well in all he does that he will taking a shot at the Army's
demanding Officer Candidate School (OCS) when he graduates from Muhlenberg in the
spring.
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"I have always had a lot of respect for the services and I always wanted to do it myself,"
said Gimbar, who said he may serve as a medic before entering OCS. "I always wanted
to be able to serve. I think it's honorable to serve the country."

Brad Wilson may be reached at bwilson@express-times.com
(mailto:bwilson@express-times.com). Follow him on Twitter @bradwsports
(http://twitter.com/HANDLE). 
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Author: Rosa Duarte , Reporter, RDuarte@wfmz.com
Published: Sep 25 2014 10:03:39 PM EDT   Updated On: Sep 25 2014 10:39:44 PM EDT

ALLENTOWN, Pa. -

According to Bill Keller, specialist for new media at Muhlenberg College, social media
can have a huge impact when it comes to the search for Eric Frein.

"I think a lot more people would know him today from all the social media and all the
news they've been following than they might have 10 to15 years ago when people were
only reading the morning paper or only tuning into the news at night when they got
home from work,” said Keller.

However Keller adds irresponsible posting could have an adverse affect and put not
just the investigation but the safety of others in danger.

"I think that if it's done intelligently, if they (users) follow the recommendations of
police or other investigators I think that it's a benefit. If people start spreading rumors
or start making judgments of assumptions than it can lead the wrong way pretty
quickly," he said.

In an email, PIO with Pennsylvania State Police, Trooper Thomas Kelly says "As pertaining to this investigation, it has not been very helpful. Most tweets or
posts are filled with rumors or inaccurate information. This causes undue strain to residents and it also pulls resources from the search."

Keller says people should use common sense and beware of rumors but he adds the benefits of social media far outweigh the cons.

"You're not going to scream fire for example in a crowded theater, similar to Facebook you're not going to say something sensationalist that might put someone
in danger. That's what I would consider good etiquette,” he said.

Copyright 2014 WFMZ. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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By Adam Clark,
Of The Morning Call

SEPTEMBER 27, 2014, 10:44 PM

loves on, mask pulled over her face, Jayde DeLong disappears behind a curtain and sparks begin to fly.

DeLong has always liked fire. So when the Catasauqua teenager was considering options for school this year, the welding program at Lehigh Career & Technical Institute was the obvious
choice, she said.

Just weeks into the school year, the sophomore already is learning the basics of welding. She hopes the advanced skills she will acquire over the next three years will land her a job paying
$50,000 to $100,000 a year after graduation.

"I'm all about the money," DeLong says.

The only girl in the welding program, DeLong is part of an influx of new students at LCTI, where enrollment stands at an all-time high of 2,946. It has grown by 265 students this year and by
nearly 20 percent over the past two school years.

For the first time anyone can remember, the school's afternoon session is filled to capacity.

"We have never had to face this before where we are actually calling the sending schools and saying, 'Not one more application,' " Executive Director Sandra Himes said. "That has never come
out of our mouth before."

LCTI has always been popular for programs such as cosmetology and dentistry, which tend to reach their caps annually. The rise in enrollment is primarily in the manufacturing programs,
school officials say.

Precision machining, for example, added 20 students. Electronics technology grew by 17 students, filling that program to capacity.

"These are the areas that will have jobs in the future," said Tony Iannelli, president and CEO of the Greater Lehigh Valley Chamber of Commerce. "They need people to fill these positions."

At its campus in Schnecksville, LCTI provides career and technical education for high school students in the Allentown, Catasauqua Area, East Penn, Parkland, Northern Lehigh, Northwestern
Lehigh, Salisbury Township, Southern Lehigh and Whitehall-Coplay school districts.

Its curriculum is designed around five broad categories: arts and humanities, business and communication technology, engineering, health and human services, and industrial technology. The
school offers 38 areas of study and gives students the option of attending full time or half days.

A look inside of Lehigh Career & Technical Institute which currently has it's largest enrollment ever.
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LCTI attributes its current popularity to a series of factors, including the school's in-house efforts.

The school revamped its recruitment and marketing, including more opportunities for prospective students to hear from current LCTI students. It has also highlighted that LCTI graduates
have gone on to earn four-year college degrees, like students from traditional high schools.

The school also says the enrollment boom is a response to the manufacturing community's call for help. Manufacturers have asked superintendents, guidance counselors and parents to
encourage students to consider the field, which needs skilled workers and offers decent wages.

Enrollment in career and technical secondary schools ebbs and flows, said Sean Lynch, spokesman for the Association for Career and Technical Education. National enrollment is in a dip, but
Lynch sees what's happening at LCTI as evidence that career and technical education is moving past its stigma.

"A lot of people have had sort of a negative perception around career and technical education," Lynch said. "We have seen a real renaissance in the way that people feel about it and the way
people perceive the opportunity."

Like LCTI, Bethlehem Area Vocational Technical School has seen a steady growth in enrollment, Executive Director Brian Williams said.

Over the past five years, BAVTS' enrollment has averaged a 10 percent annual increase and the school opened this year with about 1,400 students, Williams said. Several of its programs are at
capacity and students are entering related programs in hopes of transitioning to their top choices if a space opens.

The growth is across all programs but includes a resurgence in construction and manufacturing, Williams said.

BAVTS is reopening the machining program that it had closed due to a lack of interest, and plans to add a logistics and supply-chain program, a mechatronics (mechanical engineering and
electronics) program, and to expand its welding course.

"We really want to make sure that we have programs that are interesting for students as well as those that lead to market interest," Williams said.

Some students, like Kevin Yerena, 17, consider the skills they learn a safety net.

Yerena, a Southern Lehigh student who transferred to LCTI, plans to attend Muhlenberg College to study physical therapy. If that doesn't work out, he'll be ready to step into a career in
precision machining, he said.

His classmate, Tyler Shaw, plans to jump straight into the workforce and become a tool-and-die maker.

Shaw, who chose to go to LCTI rather than Parkland, found a company that will allow him after graduation to work four days a week and pay for him to continue his education the fifth day.

LCTI points to Shaw as one of the success stories, a student who figured out a post-secondary plan rather than muddling through high school.

If he hadn't gone to LCTI, Shaw doesn't know exactly what he would do for a career.

"I would probably be doing some average desk-jockey job," he said.

adam.clark@mcall.com

610-820-6168

MORE ABOUT LCTI

In addition to career and technical training for high school students, Lehigh Career & Technical Institute offers education for adults in construction, heavy equipment, manufacturing,
mechanics and transportation.

The school also provides services to the public, such as a bakery, restaurant, salon, print shop and flower shop.

For middle-school students, LCTI offers a two-week summer camp.

Information: 610-799-2300; lcti.org.
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No immediate winners in the fallout from the sex-mail scandal, pundits say

corbett-wolf.jpg

Pundits say it's risky but Democratic candidate Tom Wolf (left) could use the racy email scandal against Gov. Tom Corbett (at left) as the two enter the final six weeks of the 2014 gubernatorial campaign. (File photo/Pennlive)

Jan Murphy | jmurphy@pennlive.com By Jan Murphy | jmurphy@pennlive.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on September 26, 2014 at 5:47 PM, updated September 27, 2014 at 8:17 AM

Folks who usually pontificate on all things political don't know what to make of the racy emails that were received on the office computers in the state attorney general's office.

Other than this – no one looks like a hero.

"I do think when you get into territory such as this, there are no winners," said public relations consultant Larry Ceisler. "Everybody is a loser. It goes from the people who wrote them to the people who received them to the people who revealed

them."

Attorney General Kathleen Kane on Thursday released a sampling of emails containing images of nudes, people having sex and in sexually suggestive positions that were received by individuals who worked under her predecessor – then-Attorney

General Tom Corbett and Linda Kelly – between 2008 and 2012. The emails were discovered during that office's internal review of the Jerry Sandusky investigation.

Two of them now serve as part of Corbett's Cabinet – state police Commissioner Frank Noonan and Secretary of the Department of Environmental Protection Chris Abruzzo.

For a variety of reasons, Kane said she was not at liberty to disclose the source of the email. Her office could not provide information as to whether they were read, deleted, or forwarded on to others.

The absence of that information to put the emails in context leaves the public with a vague notion that they think they know what was going on but can't be sure, said Terry Madonna, a political scientist from Franklin & Marshall College. So without

fuller disclosure, he said Kane's release of the emails really does not serve the public well.

"Potentially, this is a serious problem but we don't know enough other than some people got pornographic emails and by the way, we don't know if they read them or not," Madonna said. "The fundamental problem at this point is we don't know

enough to know what impact it has."

He and others also are unsure at this point whether it erodes any of Corbett's base of support in his gubernatorial re-election campaign or if it just causes some moments of political embarrassment for him.

The email release comes in a week where some believe Corbett began to build some momentum based on his performance in Monday's debate with Democratic candidate Tom Wolf in a race where polls consistently show Wolf to be the frontrunner.

Corbett reacted to Thursday's email release, saying the images contained in the emails "are unacceptable and have no place in the work environment." However, he wanted more information about the emails before making any determinations about

discipline for his appointees.

On Friday, his administration sent Kane a letter asking for more detail about the emails' origins, whether they were opened, deleted or forwarded, along with other information. His spokeswoman Lynn Lawson said Corbett wanted this because

all they know so far is what has been in news reports and need facts before he can act.

Corbett was critical of Kane's selective release of information during a Friday stop in Pittsburgh to hand out a $5 million economic development grant.
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"I want all the facts. When I conduct investigations, when I did it as attorney general, we just didn't release information piecemeal. When we had all the facts, then we made a decision as to what we could or couldn't release," he told the Pittsburgh

Post-Gazette.

Nonetheless, outside pressure began emerging on Friday for Corbett to act from Wolf's allies at the Campaign for a Fresh Start.

Its chairwoman Katie McGinty said, "Enough information is known to make a swift decision and it is vital that Tom Corbett hold these people responsible for their reprehensible behavior while working on the taxpayers' dime."

She said any delay "will simply send the wrong message to the women of Pennsylvania."

Despite that, pundits said it could be risky for Wolf to try to use this scandal to his advantage.

"I think it would only blowback on him," Muhlenberg College political science professor Chris Borick said. "I wouldn't put it out in ads or raise it in any campaign event. I wouldn't touch it. If it was brought to me in a question, I would keep it general

and simply say 'it's disappointing' and let it go at that."

Ceisler agreed it is a risk but strategically, Wolf might consider playing that card if for nothing else than to distract Corbett for awhile from getting his message out about the positives of his administration with the election now only six weeks away.

"That's why you do it," he said. "It would put Corbett back on the defensive."

As for Kane, Borick said the way she released some information from the emails but not all of it raises a lot of questions about her and whether she should have released them at all.

"I certainly doesn't help her," he said. "It's not the type of thing you want to highlight as a cornerstone of your time as attorney general and if you have to, you're in trouble."

© 2014 PennLive.com. All rights reserved.
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By Brad Bumsted
Saturday, Sept. 27, 2014, 9:00 p.m.
 

HARRISBURG — There have been few really good moments
for Gov. Tom Corbett in his race for re-election against York
Democrat Tom Wolf. But the debate last Monday before the
Chamber of Business and Industry was clearly one of them.
Corbett, a Shaler Republican, was relaxed and combative in
showing Wolf had few answers about his tax “fairness” plan.

 Larger text  Smaller text | Order Photo Reprints

AP
Pa. Governor Tom Corbett makes a point during the Pennsylvania Governor's debate with Tom Wolf at the
Hershey Lodge in Hershey, Pa., on Monday, Sept. 22, 2014.
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SEPTEMBER 29, 2014, 11:55 PM

Gary R. Blockus
THE MORNING CALL

gblockus@mcall.com

an Kunkle's work at Lehigh Nature Gap Center has been legendary. Through fundraising and grant writing,
Kunkle has helped restore a Superfund site, the damaged area on the western side of the Lehigh River across

from the old Palmerton zinc company.

Today, through the planting of cool-season grasses as well as trees and bushes with deep root systems that bypass the
heavy-metal contaminated soil, the Lehigh Gap Nature Center habitat feeds a variety of insect and animal life without
poisoning them.

Children from Camp Compass, an outdoors-based program for inner-city youth, pose in front of their Allentown headquarters
before leaving for Cabela's in Hamburg to take part in virtual shooting and academic programs. (CONTRIBUTED PHOTO, THE
MORNING CALL)
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A once-barren moonscape of rock cliffs is now lush with green vegetation. Last year, the facility even conducted a
controlled burn to rid the area of invasive butterfly bushes and trees with shallow root systems that might be harmful
to the species that feed upon them.

Last Friday, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency became the latest agency to commend Kunkle's work, giving
the facility the 2014 Excellence in Site Reuse Award for outstanding redevelopment of a formerly contaminated site.

Kunkle's work at LGNC includes community education programs for adults and children as well as building a system
of trails on the property that rests below the Appalachian Trail and above the Delaware and Lehigh National Heritage
Corridor trail.

LGNC has been the site for many re-use studies, including several by local colleges.

Earlier this month, LGNC planted about 200 native shrubs and perennials near the entrance of C.F. Martin & Co. Inc.
of Nazareth, which is more commonly known worldwide as Martin Guitar. Martin Guitar contributed another 45
plants to the project.

Funding for the project came from Lehigh Valley Community Foundation through LGNC, which is managing the
conservation landscape initiative in collaboration with steering committee organizations that include Northampton
County Conservation District, Wildlands Conservancy, Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center, Lafayette
College, Muhlenberg College and Moravian College.

Six other projects have been funded through this initiative in Easton, Allentown, Fogelsville and Bethlehem.

Schools, business, corporate campuses, municipal properties and other publicly visible places where a planting project
will benefit ecosystems in urban, suburban or rural landscapes can contact Kate Brandes at kate@lgnc.org for more
information.

Town Hall on Delaware and Lehigh watershed Tuesday night: A reminder that there will be a town hall
discussion on the Lehigh and Delaware River Basin conservation issues and challenges at 7 p.m. Tuesday at Lehigh
Gap Nature Center in Slatington, sponsored by the Lehigh River Stocking Association and the Delaware Ricer Shad
Fishermen's Association.

Maya K. van Rossum of the Delaware Riverkeeper Network is the keynote speaker.

Camp Compass on target again: Camp Compass Academy, the award-winning hunting and shooting after-school
program that teaches urban children the responsibilities of conservation and gun use, staged a virtual competition and
mixed in some academics last Saturday as part of National Hunting and Fishing Day with the help of Cabela's in
Hamburg.

Students in the program used a virtual target shooting setup and had the opportunity to shoot three sessions, with the
first being a training round followed by two with hunting scenarios for a competitive score.

"This is more than introducing kids to National Hunting and Fishing Day," said Camp Compass founder John Annoni,
an Allentown School District middle school teacher. "We are requiring the students to do math around their scores to
be eligible for the additional random prizes. The participants were doing school-type work without ever knowing it.
That expectation adds more value to the event."

"We have partnered with Camp Compass on a number of events and thought this combination of academic and social
elements was a great idea," said Harold Luther, the retail and marketing manager at Cabela's in Hamburg. "Our main
goal was to introduce youth to the benefits of the outdoor lifestyle, especially on national Hunting and Fishing Day,
and this virtual challenge event Camp Compass put together was a great solution to getting the maximum amount of
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youth participation and involvement."

Ruffed Grouse Society banquet a winner: Last Wednesday's Ruffed Grouse Society banquet for the Lehigh
Valley chapter raised more than $9,400 according to Jim Boburka, the habitat chairman for the chapter.

Boburka called the banquet the most successful ever, surpassing last year's total by more than $4,000. The money
goes directly to habitat improvement projects for successional forest which will benefit ruffed grouse — the
Pennsylvania state bird — American woodcock and other wildlife.

gary.blockus@mcall.com

Twitter @gblockus

610-820-6782
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By KAREN SHUEY | Staff Writer

Some of the major organizations that
crank out public opinion polls on

statewide issues, races and candidates in
Pennsylvania are among the best out there.

At least that’s what FiveThirtyEight thinks.

The website, created by data guru Nate Silver,
gave high marks to Franklin & Marshal
College, Muhlenberg College and Quinnipiac
University. Muhlenberg received an A- in its
pollster ratings. F&M and Quinnipiac both
earned a B+.

What exactly do those rankings mean?

Silver writes on the site that he hopes the
pollster ratings can give readers a better basis
for understanding the polls as a news
consumer. He said the purpose of his rating
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system is to determine which pollsters are consistently better than others and whether pollster
performance is predictable.

Read more and see what bias rating F&M got at Political Scrapple, LNP's blog covering
Lancaster County politics from the statehouse to the courthouse.

Karen Shuey is a Lancaster Newspapers staff writer who covers state and federal
government and politics. She can be reached at kshuey@lnpnews.com or (717)
291-8716. You can also follow @Karen_Shuey on Twitter.

Posted in Local on Tuesday, September 30, 2014 10:41 am.
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Of The Morning Call

SEPTEMBER 29, 2014, 5:12 PM

ocal lawmakers, including Republican state Sen. Pat Browne, say it's about time for a minimum wage increase in
Pennsylvania.

On Monday afternoon, supporters of raising the minimum wage from $7.25 to $10.10 in the state met in Allentown.
The rally was one of many held throughout the state Monday that were hosted by Raise the Wage Pa, a statewide
coalition focusing on a minimum wage increase.

Browne, who is up for re-election, was the lone Republican at the Allentown event to stand in support of a minimum
wage increase.

"My job as majority whip is meaningless unless I can cultivate the support of my colleagues," he said. "That's the
fundamental definition of my job. We're standing here to promote economic opportunity for all our citizens."

Pennsylvania's minimum wage hasn't increased since 2006, but other states have, including New Jersey, where the
rate is $8.25, New York, where the rate is $8 and Ohio, where is stands at $7.95.

Meanwhile, a number of states, including California, Connecticut, Maryland and Massachusetts, are scheduled to raise
the rate to $10 or higher over the next several years.

State Sen. Pat Browne, R-Lehigh, speaks at podium during rally at Second Harvest Food Bank in Alllentown in support of
raising the minimum wage to $10.10 an hour. (JACQUELINE PALOCHKO, THE MORNING CALL)

Local lawmakers, advocates push for minimum wage increase in state - ... http://www.mcall.com/news/local/mc-pa-minimum-wage-lawmakers-20...

1 of 4 10/1/2014 10:02 AM



Every year since the last increase, Sen. Christine Tartaglione, D-Philadelphia, has introduced a bill to raise the state's
minimum wage. It's never passed out of the Senate.

On May 15, Tartaglione did so again. The bill has 11 cosponsors; All are Democrats.

Under her bill, the minimum wage would rise 95 cents the first year to $8.20 and grow to $10.10 by the third year.

By the fourth year, the state's minimum wage would start to be adjusted by an annual cost-of-living increase.

The COLA percentage increase would be tied to the CPI index for all urban areas in the mid-Atlantic states of
Pennsylvania, New jersey, Delaware and Maryland. By comparison, the state Legislature gets an annual COLA based
only on the CPI for the Philadelphia labor market.

With five days left in the two-year legislative session, it appears Tartaglione's bill will not come up for a vote, even with
the endorsement of Browne, majority whip. Tartaglione will be calling Browne so they can work on a bipartisan bill,
said Tartaglione's chief of staff Kathleen A. Benton. Browne supported the last wage hike in 2006.

"Better late than never and there's no time like the present," Benton quipped.

Chris Borick, Muhlenberg College pollster and political science professor, said he id not think Browne's support of
minimum wage is an election-year gimmick. Browne is not in jeopardy of losing his seat in the November election to
Democrat Walter Fenton, he said.

The Morning Call/Muhlenberg College Poll shows high statewide support for raising the minimum wage. Browne
represents a district that is "fairly working class," Borck said, so it makes sense Browne would support a higher
minimum wage.

"It does reflect where his constituents are and where the state is as a whole," Borick said.

But not the majority of Republicans in the Senate and House, he added.

"His opinion still does not job with the majority," Borick said.

The Allentown rally was held at Second Harvest Food Bank of Lehigh Valley and Northeast Pennsylvania.

Alan Jennings, executive director of Community Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley, noted that many Lehigh
Valley residents who earn minimum wage rely on the agency, which supplies food and grocery product for distribution
to 200 member agencies.

"American workers are falling further and further behind," he said.

In Pennsylvania, those working 40 hours a week at minimum wage – which comes to about $15,000 a year – are
struggling to pay bills, buy groceries and save money to send their children to college, local leaders said Monday.

"No one who works 40 hours a week should be in poverty," Rep. Michael Schlossberg, D-Lehigh County, said. "If you
work hard, you should be able to live well."

Morning Call Harrisburg reporter Steve Esack contributed to this report.

jpalochko@mcall.com

Twitter @Jpalochko

610-820-6613
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A Consol Energy natural gas well sits on Pittsburgh International Airport property in Findlay Township. Pennsylvania
gubernatorial candidate Tom Wolf wants to impose a 5 percent severance tax on the natural gas and oil industry with
drilling operations in the state. It is estimated the severance tax would generate $1 billion in revenue. Wolfe has said he
wants the money to go toward funding education.
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By Suzanne Elliott For The Times | 7 comments

Political experts don't expect a run to the border from shale-related companies if Tom Wolf is
elected governor.

Despite concerns expressed by some, experts
watching the race for Pennsylvania's top office
say natural gas and oil companies won't close
down western Pennsylvania drilling operations
and move to Ohio or south to West Virginia to
set up shop if Wolf is elected.

Democrat Wolf, who is leading in most
Pennsylvania polls, wants to impose a 5 percent
severance tax on the natural gas and oil
industry with drilling operations in the state. It is
estimated the severance tax would generate $1
billion in revenue. Wolfe has said he wants the

money to go toward funding education.

A severance tax is a tariff that is imposed on the removal of nonrenewable resources such as
crude oil, natural gas, coal bed methane and carbon dioxide. It is separate from an income tax.
Pennsylvania is the only major natural gas- and oil-producing state that does not have a
severance tax. Companies are still liable for federal and state income taxes on oil and gas profits
in addition to the severance tax, if it would become law.

Gov. Tom Corbett signed an impact fee into law three years ago, which has raised more than $630
million for state coffers. Beaver County, for example, is projected to receive nearly $371,000 in
drilling impact fees from the state this year, while the share for county municipalities will almost
equal that amount, according to the Marcellus Shale Coalition Quarterly Magazine. Companies
pay $50,000 per well drilled, and $10,000 for smaller, vertical wells in the state.

Corbett said recently at a shale conference in Pittsburgh that 10 to 15 years down the road, when
the natural gas and oil industry is established in Pennsylvania, companies would be better able to
sustain a severance tax. Right now, more than 245,000 people in Pennsylvania are tied to the
shale industry, plus the oil and gas industry works with 1,347 different businesses across the state,
according to the Marcellus Shale Coalition, an industry trade association in Pittsburgh.

“This is a tenuous time,” Corbett said. “I need to see the industry get a foothold.”

According to a Lancaster-based Franklin & Marshall College poll released Sept. 25, Wolf leads
Corbett 49 percent to 31 percent among the state’s registered voters.
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Chris Borick, a professor of political science and director of the Muhlenberg College Institute of
Public Opinion in Allentown, said if Pennsylvania enacts a severance tax, it will be in line with
neighboring state tax rates.

Ohio, for example, has a 2 1/2 percent tax, passed in May, on horizontal wells. Ohio Gov. John
Kasich, a Republican who is running for re-election, has said he wants to raise the tax to 4 percent
or 4½ percent. West Virginia, meanwhile, has a 5 percent severance tax on extracted gas.

“The imposition of a severance tax in Pennsylvania will of course be weighed in the decisions of
the shale gas companies to drill in the state, but I don’t see it as a defining factor in their choice,”
Borick said in an email.

“And if firms were looking west to Ohio for a more attractive tax environment, they may be limited
by efforts by Governor Kasich to adopt increased taxes on shale drilling in the Buckeye State,” he
said. “By the way, our polls show the majority of Pennsylvanians do not think that a severance tax
will cause drillers to leave the state.

“If Wolf wins, the most obvious difference in the area of shale gas will be the support for a
severance tax,” Borick said. “I believe there is enough support in the Legislature for such a tax,
and if Wolf is governor, a bill will be signed.”

Borick said Wolf appears to be in line with public opinion and sees the industry as a net benefit for
the commonwealth and will not seek a moratorium. But he will be more aggressive in terms of
taxes and safety and environmental regulations on the industry.

Joe Sabino Mistick, a Duquesne University law professor and political commentator, agreed with
Borick’s assessment. If Wolf is elected, drillers won’t leave the state, he said.

“The bigger companies don’t seem as alarmed by a restructuring of the tax as the smaller
companies do,” Mistick said. “The contracts are here and the infrastructure is here.”

Still, Dave Spigelmyer, president of the Marcellus Shale Coalition, said more taxes would be
harmful and would be detrimental to small- and medium-size businesses working in shale
development in Pennsylvania.

“Our elected leaders must avoid a race to the bottom and focus on common-sense policies that
encourage more job creation and investment into the commonwealth rather than new energy taxes
that will make Pennsylvania less competitive and hurt our economy,” Spigelmyer said.

© 2014 Timesonline.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Republican Gov. Corbett and Democratic
challenger Tom Wolf sharply framed the

choice before Pennsylvania voters as they sparred
Wednesday morning in a drive-time radio debate.

It was clear that Wolf intends to try to convince the electorate
that Corbett starved education, and failed to keep promises of
fiscal responsibility and economic growth.

And Corbett is seeking to portray the York businessman as a
captive of public-employee unions who offers little in the way
of detailed proposals and promises more than he can deliver.

Corbett "cooked the books" in the latest state budget, Wolf
said Wednesday. He cited a series of one-time fund transfers
and overly optimistic revenue forecasts, leading to a projected
$700 million deficit that several financial rating agencies have
cited in recent downgrades of Pennsylvania's credit
worthiness.

"Are you accusing me of a criminal act?" shot back Corbett, a
former prosecutor and state attorney general. He said budget-
making is an inexact art, and contended that former Gov. Ed
Rendell - in whose cabinet Wolf served - used some of the
same tactics.

Polls show Corbett trailing Wolf by double digits with just over
a month until polls open Nov. 4. Wolf's campaign also has a
$1.7 million cash-on-hand advantage over the incumbent's.

"I've been behind in every race I've run," Corbett said
afterward, predicting a comeback win.

For the first 17 minutes of the hour-long session, aired live
from KYW Newsradio's Philadelphia studio, the rivals battled
over school funding. Education is voters' top concern this
year, according to polls.

Wolf said property taxes have gone up and class sizes have
grown under Corbett because of cuts in state education aid.
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The Democrat pledged smaller class sizes.

"There was a fair funding formula," Wolf said. "You eliminated
it."

Wolf's expressed goal of having the state pitch in 50 percent
of education costs would cost $3 billion more per year,
Corbett said. Wolf said "hundreds of millions" would come
from a 5 percent tax he wants to impose on extraction of
natural gas from the Marcellus Shale.

"I didn't cut education," Corbett countered, pointing to a
stream of federal stimulus money that had been used for
schools but dried up early in his term. Since then, the state
share has increased every year to its highest level.

He said pension costs for school employees were the biggest
driver pushing districts to raise property taxes, and told Wolf,
"I don't see how you can ignore the pension crisis."

As he has before, Wolf said he was committed to keeping a
defined-benefit pension plan for state, municipal, and school
workers, and said 2010 pension changes designed to reduce
costs and increase the state contribution needed more time to
work.

When a panelist asked when Wolf would release his income
tax plan, the Democrat said - as he has before - that he first
needed to see what sort of revenue gap he would inherit if
elected.

He has said he wants to change the state's personal income
tax so that the middle class gets a break and the wealthy pay
more. Pressed further, he said Wednesday that he considered
an individual income of $70,000 to $90,000 to be middle-
class.

On economic issues, Corbett said the state had benefited
from the shale gas industry, but Wolf argued that
Pennsylvania is ranked 47th among the states in job creation.
"Our economy is not very strong," Wolf said, pointing to the
recent credit downgrades.
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Corbett countered by citing an analysis that ranked the state
36th.

One of the sharpest exchanges was over the pornographic
e-mails traded among state officials and jurists between 2008
and 2010, according to state Attorney General Kathleen G.
Kane, who unearthed them as part of her office's review of the
Jerry Sandusky child sex-crimes investigation. The e-mails
dated to when Corbett was attorney general.

"I think the concern is the culture that allows something like
that to happen," Wolf said. "Culture starts at the top."

Corbett has said he never knew of the offending e-mails when
he was attorney general and would have gone "ballistic" had
he been told.

"I wish they would have sent me one," the governor said. "I
wish they would have, because it would have stopped right
then and there."

After the debate, Corbett told reporters that he was offended
at Wolf's implied criticism. "That was a cheap shot," the
governor said. "Everyone knows that's not my culture."

Wolf initially hurried into an elevator to leave the studio,
pursued by a dozen or so reporters and camera operators. He
returned shortly afterward, saying he had more time in his
schedule than he had thought.

He did not intend a cheap shot at the governor over the
e-mails, Wolf said: "I'm saying that part of leadership in any
organization is setting the tone to say this kind of stuff isn't
permissible."

Asked how he would be able to avoid gridlock with a
legislature that is projected to remain in Republican control,
Wolf answered by turning to Corbett. "You haven't been able
to work with your own party members in the legislature," he
said. "I certainly won't do any worse than that."

Some areas of agreement - albeit on nonissues - appeared
during a "lightning round" of questions. Both candidates said
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they prefer french fries to chocolate, and beer to wine. Both
like dogs.

Asked what each does that annoys his wife, both men smiled.
Wolf said there's nothing he does that annoys his spouse.
Corbett said he interrupts her too much.

Outside the radio station in the Spring Garden section of the
city, several dozen anti-Corbett protesters and some of the
governor's supporters rallied.

A political scientist who has followed the debates twice used
the word aggressive to describe this one's tone.

Corbett "remained aggressive in his critique of Wolf policy
positions, but he had to spend a great deal of time on the
defensive with education as the departure point for the
debate," Muhlenberg College's Chris Borick wrote in an
e-mail. "Wolf was more direct in his challenges to Corbett in
this round in comparison with the first debate, but once again
didn't stray very far from the 'play it safe' approach that he has
adopted. . . . The back-and-forth on the pornographic e-mails
did demonstrate a bit more aggressive approach from Wolf
than I expected."

He said Corbett's response suggested Wolf had "struck a
nerve."

The debate was televised live on CW57, and will be
rebroadcast on NBC3 on Sunday.

FINAL DEBATE

The last debate is set for 7 p.m. Wednesday at WTAE-TV in
Pittsburgh. It is to be moderated by WTAE's Sally Wiggin and
aired live.

tfitzgerald@phillynews.com

215-854-2718

@tomfitzgerald
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